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CHAITKU III.

MANUFACTURE OF AIR DRIED PEAT FUEL.

Till' main pn.l.leiii in the manufacture of pout fuel is, as \mn already l,ei

.stute.l. the removal of the water in an ecmoniical maniu'r. A fullv saii>|;i
lory solution of tlii.s proi.lem has n<^t yet I.een reached, a.s the methods* so f

employe.l on a larger s.ale depend on weather conditions for the drying'
the wet in'ut. The sea.son during which a jM'at Ix.n can be W(;rked is^ ther
tore, comjjurutively short and varies from !M) to 115 days. This makes tl
labour (piestion at least in .some l,.culities a difficult one. (Ireat improv
luents have, however, been made in the methods u.sed and new macliinei
and labour-saving apj.liances invented, which considerably decrease tl
number of men rcpiired, increase tiie production arul deliver a peat fuel ,

better .piality. The manufacture of peat fuel, where conditions are favourable
IS, therefore, even now an undertaking; which, if properlv conducted, wi
leave a re:Lsonable profit.

Numerous methods have been tried, involving the expenditure of hivy
amounts of money, in attempts to remove the water by mechanical appliance
or other artificial means, but most of the.se methods have failed entirely .

proved unsatisfactory from an economical stimdpoint. \o attempt will 1

made to describe all the methods tried or tho.se which from time to time hav
been advertised as havin- solved the jieat (piestion; only tho.se which ji

present a.-c used to any extent or are of special promi.se or interest will b
dealt with.

A drained and .settled peat boj; still contains from S.') to»()', moisturt
•ind on account of the pecidiar nature of peat in its natural state the content
ol mi<!sture <annot even in stronj: pres.ses under enormous pressure be brou^di
down to h'ss than tiO to 70'/,, which has been demonstrated time and ajiidu
The c(,st of this process witli the methods so far used in Europe isV"
hibitive, the production too small and the contents of moisture still left t(.i

hiiih to allow a final drying by artifici;d heat.

An- dried peat fuel contains, on an average, 2.')', moisture; the pea
manufactured during the early j.art of the summer, when drying condition
generally are more favour.uble, sometimes contains considerably less or frou
15';; and upwards, and that manufactured later sometimes a little more
This fuel as compared with coal is very bulky and, under ordinarv condition.^
does not stand heavy transportation charfres. The bo- shordd, therefore
be io, alftl <oiuparativeiy cio.se to a sufhcient market. If, on the other hand

* The wet carhjmiziMB process invente.l l,y F'r. M. Kkenl.erK iiml later .h'seriLe.! i:

iiiaci)endent (it wealtier conditioiLs. liut at present no commercial i>lant Is in operation.


