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I ua« my.^.lf ia f.u.h with, which have- ^iv,., i,,.- n.orr
than an «M<aHioiml qualMi. 1,. aca.hmif .ir.h.s fhc
Ifuitnnafr pri.lo in (irrman Hci<iKH' Hcenv.' .soiu.tiui.-s
to have fH.cornc ahnn«t an .»bs(.sKi.»„, and t.. have the
fffoct „f .shutting <,ut of sight what was h..-n;. ,|,„... in
othiT hindK. It secme.! to Ik hanlly nah-'.ca that what
(H-rrnany had to teach tlio western world in the ^^,i^
of thoroughnehs and n.< th.xl hml already b<.en pretfy
w^'H learnt, and that '.ere were intellocti.al .iualities
of almost equal value, qualities of hieiditv and diseri-
mination and balance, whieh eould jKihaps hv l,eit,T

.t elHcwhere ^vvn in the despised France. Then,
was a curious national self-sat i.sfaeti„n which failed to
IK'rccve that the great new ideas, the waves of intel-
lectual nispiration within and wul.out th. realm .f
m-holarship and research, which were atfcctin.^ the
•mndh of th.8 generation all over the worl-l, wen" uo-v
almost all of thom coming from other directions than
C,ermany. Again, it is enough to turn to France, and
mention such names as I>asteur and Rodin and Loisv
anci Bergson. And with this narrowing of the hori/.on
wont what I could not help thinking was apparentK an
almost total inability to understand the point of view
of other nations. I have been uont to tell my German
friends, .or instance, that so long as England contents
Itself with its tiny army, the one thin^: on which all
!)olitical parties in this country agreed was the absolute
necessity of a big navy, and that it was hopeless to
expec- ev-er to outbuild England in ships : that depen-
'1- "I us England was for the b- k of its food on .sea-borne
radc, It simply dare not allow itself to be caught up
With I h.ve told t:,>m again, that while England
would not join France in aggression, it would certainly
not stand by and schj Franco humiliated
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