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the chateau, they also blew up the two sugar-

refineries of Messrs. Bocquet and Bemot, the

Sebastopol distillery, M. Dive's oil-refinery and
M. Serre's brewery. They acted in the same
manner in many other places.notably at Flavy-le-

Martel and at Ourscamp, which are modek of

devastation. Nearly everywhere the fruit trees

in the open country and in gardens have been cut

down, savagely hacked about, or barked in such a

way as to kill them. long rows of great poplar-

trees, sawn through at the base, strew the fields

adjoining the roads. The approaches to the

villages are blocked by agricultural implements
irretrievably damaged. Near what was once the

railway station of Flavy-le-Martel we saw a vast

orchard entirely devastated, and made a dumping
ground for a large number of ploughs, harrows,

mowing and reaping machines, in-^ ;• inical rakes

and sowers which have been wrecked, ihe damage
being of such a kind that they are beyond re-

pair. Here and there a certain numbei of these

machines had been piled on bon-fires. TliC iron

wheels were sprung, the mechanism smashed,
and the wooden parts charred by the flames.

One has only to look at all these ruins to recog-

nise that they were not heaped one upon another

merely for military reasons, and that the desire

to injure was the essential motive. A German
army doctor. Professor Bcnneke, said one day to

Sister St. Romuald, the Sister Superior of the

hospital at Noyon :
" You would not accept peace,


