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noble truth« and beautiful sentimenu given expression
in other languages too, but in their cases we use trans-
lations. May we still love Goethe and Schiller, but at
the same time realize that to-day their language is the
language of "Kaiserism" and "Kultur," which stands
for everything that is low and mean and deceitful. We
are living to-day, and must face conditions as they are
to-day. To-day, the average American with average in-
formation knows that it was part of a pre-conceived plan
of Kaiser Wilhelm and his band of Potsdam cut-throats
to have German taught in our schools, to have German
used in our churches, to have newspapers published in
the German language, which should exert an ever-in-
creasing influence upon millions of people in America, of
German descent, who in turn would by their vote have a
tremendous influence upon the political situations, grad-
ually bringing about a turn of events highly favorable to
the propagation of German autocracy in America.
We are at war with Germany, with Germans who speak

as their language the German language. It can no longer
be said of our troops that "they are going and will soon
give an account of themselves." They are already here.
They have shown on numerous occasions that they have
the true American spirit. They have never yet been de-
feated, no, not even by superior numbers. (I say this
with some degree of pride and I know it is pardonable.)
But to-day the American army does not consist alone
of the men who are in France. Every American man,
woman, and child whether in America or abroad is a soldier
in our army. We have all enlisted. Those at home must
be just as much loo-per-cent Americans as those keeping
eternal vigilance in the dead of night at the edge of No
Man's Land. The man who has lived in America and
still enjoys its advantages and promises, and can speak
only the German language, is not a lOO-per-cent American.
He does not and will not comprehend our American ideals
and itandarus.


