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^e« for some thne besieged The place wa, ,tror«.
the winter at hand, and the time of the soldier^' s^

to the north side of the Hu„>ber, and the West Saxons
returned to their kingdom.
"Such is the situation at present, but we may be

sure that the Danes wiU not long remain quiet'bu^
w:ll soon gather for another invasion ; ere long, too, wemy expect another of their great fleets to arrive
somewhere off tl^^e coasts, and eve^ Saxon wh
can bear arms had need take the field to fight for our^nntry and faith .gainst these heathen invaders,
ather^. Edmund, as you know. I have dee^^
mourned the death of your mother, and of your sisterwho ,^ed m infancy; but now I feel that it is for the
be^t. for a terrible time is before us. We men canteke refuge in swamp and forest, but it would havebeen har^ for delicate women; and those men are bes
off who stand alone and are able to give every thought
and energy to the defence of their country. 'Tis weU
that you are now approaching an age when the Saxonyou h are wont to take their place in the ranks of

Z.^ . .r "r"^
'"" ^^ "^^ y"" *«^--? inanns. and though assuredly you lack strength yet tocope m hand-to-hand conflict with these fleL Danesyou may yet take your part in batUe, with me on one'


