
have injicatcd should disqualif.v any lawyer IV ever practis-
ing again. And so with speculative litigation. Nothing is so
destructive to the reputation of the soliritor. or to the legal pro-
fession generally, as the promoting and carrying on of cases on
a purely speculative basis. It is unjust to the client, most
dangerous to the community and absolutely demoralizing to
our whole system of jurisprudence.

Another matter which is bringing the practice of the law into

disrepute is caused by the strenuous effort of many ( rown Pro-
secutors to obtain a conviction. Listening to some of the cases
tried in our own courts, one would be forced to the conclusion
that the fc and the oratorical fame of the I 'rown counsel were
on trial and not the accused. Here again wc fiiitl the value of
the impersonal. I have ahvays believed that the Crown officer

has no brief to win, and no cause to lose. Jle is appointed to

represent the fountain of justice, not to further the too often

unscrupulous work of ambitious deteetivcB. To my mind, in-

capacity along fair lines, and a consequent acquittal, are in-

finitely preferable to the conviction obtained by the counsel,

whose conduct is govcrneil by the dominance of one objective

point—success. The honour of our Profession must depend
on the exercise of the highest principles of fair play, and the

true administration of that part of law which falls to the lot

cf the t^iaetising lawyer.

There are man.v other matters one would like to discuss re-

garding the assets of professional honour. What I have men-
tioned as examples to illustrate some evils arc. I am glad to sa.v,

not the governing factors of the average iawj-er's conduct. The
Bar of Canada undoubtedly standf, high in the estimation of our

people, and of the citizens of the neighbouring Republic. Most

of our solicitors in Canada are working along lines of probity

and professional honour, and the majority of our leading counsel

and advocates are actuated by feelings and motives that go to

build up a great reputation. They arc trusted and worthy of

trust. The temptations in their calling are very great, and I

have often been surprised that so few fail in the resistance. We


