Ottawa, 24th m,'un.'

Sir,

Having referemce to0 your letter of Lhe 18th
instant, No.3067, on the subjeot of the friction at present
existing between the Pembertdn Indisns and the officisls
of your Departument, I have to aay that 1in eo fpr as the
indiens are concerned this mdion would appeasxr from a
lettor received from ¥, ¥.B.Bitehburn, Inspeotor of Indian
Adgencies, to be dus t0 the fact that they are of the bellef
that they are being deprived of rights whigh they consider-
o2 had been comseled to thems

The Indiane claim thet whem the hatchery was
eetablished on the Bisghenhead Stream, seae eight or nine
yeur ago, they were given to wnderstand thst this would in
no vay affeot them iz the matter of obtaining all the fish
they would require for food purposes, sni at the sane time
they might have all the spent fish at the hatehery which
would save them the troubls of cstehing & great number. The
Indians Turther state that they underetend they woulé never
be debarred from taking fish from-the Pirkemhesd below the
hatchery fences, anl 1t would appear Shat for some four
Jears after the ewteblishment of the hatchery the Iniiens
wore allowed to take Tish from the Birkenhead.

In QM“ #ith the olainm of the Indiens
to prior rights on fhlh Stream, the Inspector ealls attention

¢ Deputy Kinister,
Depertment of Marine eand Pisheries,
Ottowa.
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