
there were also quite a 
number of new and exciting 
progressive resolutions.

The election of a new 
executive and council were 
on the agenda for Sunday. 
Joanne Kahort from Pictou 
was elected as the new pre
sident of the party for Nova 
Scotia. She was by far the 
most progressive and dynamic 
candidate for the office and 
her election was a warning to 
the establishment and elected 
members of the party that 
this party will remain a 
socialist party and will not be 
just another old line party. 
Five vice-presidents, five 
executive members at large 
and 10 council members at 
large were also elected.' One 
very dissapointing aspect of 
the elections was that slates 
were prepared and distributed 
first by the establishment 
moderates and then by the 
more leftest wing of the 
party. Luckily the council did 
end up with members of both 
slates being elected providing 
an accurate cross-section of 
opinions. Floyd Shaw from 
Halifax Citadel and Allen 
March bank from Colchester 
and the past president of the 
party were elected as repre
sentatives to the federal 
council. Jeremy Ackerman 
was uncontested in his bid to 
again be the leader of the 
party in Nova Scotia. •

Father Andy Hogan, the 
newly elected NDP Member 
of Parliament form the 
federal constituancy of Cape 
Breton East Richmond gave a 
report to the 
from the federal caucus. He 
said that in all honesty the 
caucus meeting in Ottawa was 
a very depressing and heart
rending affair since both the 
elected and defeated MPs 
were present. He is looking 
forward however 
senting his constituancy in 
Ottawa and working closely 
with it. I have only one final 
optomistic observation to 
make; the NDP is alive and 
well, living in Nova Scotia.

RESOLVED 1. that the 
New Democratic Party of 
Nova Scotia will not accept 
contributions from corpora
tions, whether by cash or by 
cheque, and

2. that the Nova Scotia 
NDP will not accept contri
butions of more than $500 
total in any one calendar year 
from any individual without 
formal approval by either the 
provincial or the provincial 
executive. NOTE:
NOTE: In the case 
of small business men, many 
of whom are consistent and 
valuable supporters of this 
party's policies and prin
ciples; it is financially advant
ageous for them to gve as 
individuals, and not as cor
porations.

The debate lasted for three 
hours with one side arguing 
that money is money and 
that in the words of Jeramy 
Ackerman the leader of the 
N.S. NDP the party cannot be 
bought by any person, cor
poration or whatever because 
"this party is not for sale!!!" 
The other side took 
extreme stance arguing that if 
the NDP prefers to be a 
working class party how can 
it accept cheques to which 
there are inevitably strings 
attached. It was also noted 
that considering the new elec
tions act the motivation 
behind a donation from a 
corporation, which is not el- 
ligable for a tax rebate, would 
be highly questionable. Even
tually a compromize 
reached ammending the reso
lution in part by saying that 
only small corporations can 
donate money to the party 
though they, as with in
dividuals giving over $500 are 
subject to review.

Other resolutions were 
brought to the floor of the 
convention ranging from land 
and industrial development to 
social assistance plans such as 
pharmicare and denticare. 
Many of these were a re
hashing and updating of old 
and long-standing issues but

a more

was

convention

to repre-

by Catherine Dyke
Approximately 140 dele

gates from around the pro
vince spent last weekend at 
the United Steelworkers of 
America Hall in Sydney. 
They argued and debated 
passionately and furiously, 
they reminised, they planned 
for the future and they re
newed their convictions.

I'm writing about the Nova 
Scotia Provincial NDP con
vention to which each con- 
stitueancy sends a number of 
delegates, that number de
pending upon the population 
of the constitueancy. This 
was my first convention in 
Nova Scotia although I can 
hardly remember when I 
didn't go to NDP meetings in 
Saskatchewan. I was curious 
to find out whether the two 
provincial parties had differ
ent attitudes considering their 
different situtations. I found 
few dissimilarities, granted 
the issues were different but 
what I did notice was the 
optimism and vitality of a 
growing political movement 
which Saskatchewan lacks 
since the NDP is so well
established in that province. 
The faces were all new, 
except for Roy Romano the 
Attorney General of Saskat
chewan and a guest speaker at 
the convention, but the prin
ciples and policies were 
founded upon the same belief 
in democratic socialism. What 
Nova Scotia is missing is the 
great heritage of the 
CCF —NDP which Saskat
chewan has. Many of the 
delegates were young though 
some especially from Cape 
Breton were not. It is those 
few old people which give the 
N.S. NDP the added credi- 

' bility it needs and which 
Saskatchewan takes for 
granted. Specifically it is not 
just the party of 
radicals that it 
wrongly accoused of being.

young 
is often

I'll stop my eulogizing a 
while to go over some key 
resolutions that were passed 
at the convention. The most 
hotly debated issue of the 
convention was one which 
got right down to the nitty- 
gritty which of course is 
money. The constitueancy of 
Halifax submitted a resolu
tion number 132 entitled 
Party Financing.

WHEREAS in order to pre
serve the political independ
ence of the New Democratic 
Party it is necessary to avoid 
having our funding for 
election campaigns and organ- 
izations dependent on 
business corporations, and 
whereas in these days of 
heightened public concious- 
ness about political corrup
tion it is necessary that the 
NDP preserve the appearance 
as well as the reality of politi
cal and financial independ
ence from business in order 
to remain credible as an alter
native to the old line parties.

N.D.P. Convention
STEAK STEAK

Lwe to Eat

STEAKS?
Why not treat yourself to ONE OF OUR 
succulent, sizzling, medium rare, or well-done 
STEAKS? Just tel] the waitress how you like 
yours done.

Cteak r1
LICENSED

ENTRE
fêsfanmfr

6303 QUINPOOL RD„ HALIFAX 
Telephone 423 9690

Remember: STEAKS are 
oui Specialty
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PANTS MADE TO A 
DIFFERENT VISION

warehouse!the

1822 ARGYLE ST, HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

BEAR DOWN ON THOSE 
BOOKS WITH BETTER VISION

Have your 
prescription 
filled by the 
people who 
care!

ATLANTIC
OPTICAL

5980 SPRING GARDEN ROAD

423-7700
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