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by Daye Cox

.Banks are making it more
difficult for you ta process your
student loan this year.

‘Most banks have con-
solidated the processing of stu-
ge:ﬂ:,knn' applications to. one
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l‘m:.'l'he Bank of Meontréal has
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Federation
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As if this weren't'enough,
some banks (notably the Royal
Bank) are not “accepting loan
applications unless you _hﬁve an
account with them. Nor:can you
opén an account $olely to take out
a loan.

The Royal Bank claims that
having everything in one center
improves handling. Millar ad-
vances another theory: is i
another pressure tactic in their
attempt to increase the interest
rate.

“That's pretty hard verbiage
for him lo~§-ck up,” says Don
Millar, President of the Federa-
tion of Alberta Students (FAS).
“How he's going to stop it,I'd like
to know,” says Gonzales.

Loan applications  have
jumped from 8,000 last year to
18,000 this year. The number of
students attending the U of A has
increased by 600 to 1,000,

Summer jobs. for students
have been scarce, so that more
have need for loans, but may have
trouble getting them because the
Summer Savings Requirement for
student loans has not been waived
as the Students’ Finance Board
had earlier promised.

“It's goi w© be very
difficult to get Student Loans this
year,” says Teresa Gonzales.

Mercifully, the Bank of Nova
Scotia and Canadian* Imperial
Bank of Commerce aren’t con-
solidating their loan departments.
Toronto-Dominion’s sole office

OTTAWA (CUP)—Zairean em-
bassy officials are doing their best
to ignore nine students starving in

will be at 99th Street and Whyte their midst. y
Avenue; the Royal Bank's down- The students all dependerit
town at 10107 Jasper Avenue,and on Zairean government

the Bank of Montreal's at 118th
Ave. and 149th: St:
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scholarships, recently began a
hunger strike in the embassy to
protest the fact that their last

for hours,” Gonzales watns. payment was almost 11 months
The ceiling set by T.D. is ten  ago. 4
r cept above last ‘year's ratt, T 50 say their average
5 debt lolﬁyis $2,500.

dﬁé’;“é the fact that twice as many

nts, are applying thisiyear. from the

Delegations

The Canadian Bankers
Association has been trying to
raise the interest rate”on nt?:eu
loans from being tied to the rate of
Canada Savings Bonds (as at
present) to the prime rate plus
omr? cent. This seems' rather
greedy in light of the fact that
these are guaranteed loans, with a
default rate now standing at .7%,
and it was lost to the government,
not banks.

the Federation of Alberta
Students is collecting information

Foreign students demand back pay

Students hungry for money

Carleton  University.  African
Students’ Association and the
Quebec General Union of African
Students (UGESAQ) tried to
present_letters of protest to the
ambassador Sept. 1 but he was
unavailable.

Ant embassy spokesperson
told the students that the am-
bassador was in Toronto for an
international imeeting of finance
ministers.

Thetphile Mandala of the
UGESAQ said the students have
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Students walk extra for money

for a more compreshensive public
statement. “This couldn’t core at
a worse time for all those students
needing aid province-wide," says
Don Millat President of FAS.

The situation is worse in
other areas. 'In Ontario, T.D. is
closing all banks on campuses and
putting in "green machines”,
which  (obviously) don't give
loans.

“This is making it tougher
for students this year,” Millar says.

been denied access to washrooms
and medical supplies in the
embassi',, He added the embassy
room they are occupying has no
heat.

He added the government of
Zaire is "directly responsible” for
the plight of about 30 students
sent to Canada on government

scholarships.
“We are astonished to see the
authorities  neglecting  these

Zaireans who find themselves in
this situation,”said Mandala.

Among the other students at
the embassy, some have finished
their studies and want to return to
Zaire but have no money. Others
have had their Zairean passports
withdrawn since the strike began.

Olema Dbhonvapi, a
Carleton  University  graduate
student who joiried the strike said
his aid was cut dff in September
1981. He had to leave residence in
May ‘and the embassy paid one
month’s ren for him at a rooming
house,

He has received no money
since then and has been evicted
from the rooming house.

Although Olema has com-
pleted his Master's degree in
comparative literature, the un-
iversity will not release his marks
because he owes them money. He
could ‘not apply for his Ph.D,
program at any other Canadian
university his transcript
was withheld.

Olema . said the students
contacted the bank in Belgium

t “administers their accounts
but the, bank had received no
money from the Zairean rovern-
ment. 'The students repeated
appeals to the embassy and the
government have been met with
silence.

“It’s precisely because there's
been o explanatiqn that these
students have taken the desperate
measure, of ‘shis hunger strike,”
said Sully Gariba of the Carleton
African Students Association.

Victor!Ndovi of the associa-
tion, said Zairean students in
France and Belgium faced with a
similar situation had their govern-
ment grants reinstated only after
they vandalized the respective
:r;gassics.

Although there has been no
official explanation from the
government, Ndoi said, "Zaire is
going through a very difficult
economic period.”

D.G. Anglin, a Carleton
University olitical  science

rofessor, said the country was
ngO million in debt in 1981 and
the projections for this year are
$250 million.

“The_ country i§ in utter
chaos,” said Anglin. “The govern-
ment is out of control. People
survive by corruption and ex-
ploiting the system.” He said the
government even owes money to
civil servants in Zaire.
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