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By BERNIE GOEDHART
Victor Eryl of Vancouver would

certainly mourn its death.
Edgar Gerhart, MLA, might also

feel somewhat bereaved.
About 52 people would leave

their jobs.
And dozens of aluinni would

have an added cause to reminisce.
Tuck Shop, 8821-112 St., faces a

possible death ini the name of uni-
versity expansion-with it will die
tradition and an mntegral part of
the U of A.

Many phases of university 11e
have passed through the Tuck
Shop, making for an interesting
past.

Its birth is shrouded in a certain
amount of mystery.

The first account, related by
James Burke and Eugene Schneid-
er, present owners of Tuck res-
taurant, is centred around Victor
Eryl.
RETURNED TO TUCK

Mr. Eryl, now in his mid-80s,
visited Edmonton with his wife two
years ago and returned to the Tuck
Shop where he spoke to Mr. Burke
and Mr. Schneider.

"He won this property (the
shop) for $25 in a poker gaine
(before 1917)," said Mr. Burke.

"He named it Tuck. It means
'snack' in England.

"It was a littie, wee shack," he
said. "There was a winding old
trail around here and the rest was
bush.

"'He told us that even before he
won it he thought he could serve

S0 MANY GOODIES
... Tuck has everything

food out of that building," said Mr.
Burke.

"There was no place to sit; he
served the food out of the back
door."

Mr. Gerbart, owner of the Tuck
building, had a different account
of the shop's bîrth.

Quoting a 1963 article by Tony
Cashxnan, he said Tuck originated
with a Bill Smith of Londlon, Eng.

Mr. Smith, "a decent sort, but a
bit of a schemer," was a stone-
mason and helped build Assiniboja
Hall in 1912.

In 1917, he hatcbed the Tuck
Shop scheme. St. Stepben's Col-
loge used to be an old armory and
the shop was goared towards con-
valescing soldiers.

Consequently, Mr. Smith did not
restrict himself to providing food.
He also stocked liquor and bad tho
facilities to take bets.

Two of the wounded soldiers, Vic
Eryl and Charlie Warren, must've
been favorably impressed. By
1919, they bought the shop.

In 1927, Tuck Shop was sold to
Sam McCoppen, an Edmonton
businessman known as "the jolly
undertaker."

Mr. McCoppen was responsible
for the sharp pitched roof, the
basemont and the concrete founda-
tions of Tuck. And concrete
wasn't the only tbing used for sup-
port.
BEAM TRACKS

"There are tracks for beams,"
said Mr. Gerhart. "They run
lengthwise (across the floor).

"I think it's either light railway
track or hoavy streetcar track," he
said.

In 1932, Tuck Sbop was traded
for an apartment block and by
1944 it reached the hands of Cliff
Roy.

About four years later, Tuck
found its way to Mr. Gerhart. Mr.
Roy, a former alderman, is pre-
sently associated with the Chapel
of Chimes, Roy and Owen Ltd.

Understandably, the Tuck Shop
bas undergone some changes.

"It used to be THE dance hall,"
said Mr. Burke.

"People from ail over Edmonton
used to stream over here in their
horse and buggies or Model-T's."

The hardwood floor can still be
seen where the barbershop's lino-
leumn doesn't quite meet the wall.
And it's not difficult to imagine the
wallflowers wa it i ng patiently
under the arches in the wall.

"There used to be Spanisb pillars
out front," saîd Mr. Gerbart.
"They wore taken down about
1950."

If Tuck is torn down, the cam-

-George Barr photos
A FAMILIAR SCENE AT U 0F A
... this crumbling building is the lest student "meeting place" left

pus will lose a very effective
cupid.

"About ton yoars ago, a fellow
who looked old enough to lie my
father came in," said Mr. Gerhart.

"He was all the way from Cali-
fornia and said ho had met Mis wife
in the Tuck Shop."

Mr. Schneider and Mr. Burke
agreed that many of the alumni
who return as married couples,
met each other while in Tuck.

And there bas been excitement
in the shop.

Mr. Gerbart told the tale of a
would-be robber who, about 12
years ago, marchod into the kit-
chen pointing a gun.

"He started waving the gun
around and the women started
screaming," said Mr. Gerhart.

"Then he shot a bullet into the
ceiling and they started to screamn
ail the more.

"He couldn't co nt rol1 these
women, s0 he gave up.

"My association with the Tuck

Shop bas been vory enjoyable,"
said Mr. Gerhart. "I have not re-
gretted it."

He said tho possible demolishing
of Tuck has prevonted hlm from
upgrading the building and making
as many improvements as he
would like.

Mr. Burke and Mr. Schneider
took a less businoss-like outlook.

There is a definite need for
Tuck, said Mr. Burke. It provides
students with an off-campus at-
mosphere.

"Catholie Graduates and Undergraduates i the
Faculty of Education"
DO YOU WISH TO

TEACH in September 1968?
WORK for progressive, enlightened school boards who

appreciate a job done in the classroom?
TEACH in modern, well-equfipped sohools?
ENJOY living in or near a rapidly expanding city in

the beautiful country of the South Peace?
ENJOY the rewards of salary schedules that are

presently above the Provincial average?
Serve the needs of Catholic children li congenial and

friendly communities?
Become members of enthusiastic and friendly teaching

staffs?
THEN ...

make an appointment NOW with the Student Place-
ment Office to meet G. J. Campbell on Monday,
February 19th or Tuesday, February 2th. He will be
recruiting teachers at aIl grade levels and li ail subject
areas for:
BUSINESS MANAGER

The four separate schools in the city of Grande Prairie,
Grade 1-12.

St. Mary's R.C. School, Sexstnith, Grade 1-9
St. Mary's R.C. School, Beaverlodge, Grade 1-9

L St. Stephen's R.C. School, Valleyview, Grade 1-12.

NOMINATIONS
A STUDENTS' UNION GENERAL ELECTION

will be held on

FIRIDAY, MARCH 1, 1968

The following offices will be contested:

0 The President of The Students' Union
Ob The Vice-President of The Students' Union
" The Secretary of The Students' Union
" The Treasurer of The Students' Union
" The Co-ordinator of Student Activities
" The Preisident of Men's Athletics
" The Treasurer of Men's Athletics
" The President of Women's Athletics

Nomination blanks are available from the receptionist, 2nd floor,
Students' Union Building, and must be returned to the Returning
Officer at room 272 SUB between the hours of il1:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 21, 1968.

Stewart MacAllister
Returning Officer


