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IY, 1910, will probably lie
If the memorable mnontlis in EL
cal history ai the Dominion.
tion Oi a Canadian navy and B y T H E
-tion ta the Imperial Defeuce
the Empire is ta lie defined once and forever. The deliate

"ne ai the most important that lias ever taken place in the
COtumons. It will probably make and unmake reputatians.

-robably'decide the question 'as ta wh .o shahl be Premier ai
,hen the star ai Sir Wilfrid Laurier lias set. It may lay the
the next great conflict ai the parties in a general election.

trtainlY lie ai mare importance, if not ai greater interest ta
e oi Canada, than the resuits ai the General Electiis now
"ided in Great Britain. It may even lie as important in
Il the future ai the Empire generally.

I

year, this question ai a Canadian contribution ta thie
Naval Defence Force has been the chief national topic.

pied more editorial space and been the theme ai more
hes thân any other tapie. It lias been discussed at greater

3litical caucuses aio an official and non-officiaI character.

the paliticiaus and statesmen mare ground for considera-

Y topic in recent years. It has rivalled, in political interest,
a Schooî Question, the Western Autonomy Bilîs and the
ranscontineîîtal. It has prodnced several schools of

lnexPected proportions and on unusual hunes ai cleavage.

tim-e it seemed as if the question would be decided easily.
ýrs5 wlio went ta Great Britain ta attend the unofficial
fereuice returued with a plan which seemed satisiactary.
and~ his ministers proceeded ta assure thieir iollowers that

'y solution had been reached. Mr. Borden, leader ai the
aiter mature consideration, decided that in theý main the

:'s POlicy ai a, Canadian navy, buiît in Canada, controlled

and manned by Canadians was almost if nat quite

le1nta ering began. Down in Quebec a certain section ai
1 to talk against a contribution oi any kind, even a cou-
lich was ta be spent'ostensibly for home protection. Iu
>nstituencies oi the Maritime Provinces and Ontario, the

an ta talk ai the spirit ai militarism and ta express regret
In ai tlie revenue ai Canada was ta be diverted ta a useless
fl the Middle West, a stranger develapmeflt occurred.
>eople began ta argue for a. direc't mioney contribution ta
'Xpense ai the British fleet, or the Imiperial Navy as tliey
ir the sake ai their argument. Prominent Conservatives
Iutend that M,ýr. Borden lad made the mistake ai lis
'eer in agreeiug that the announcedl policy of the Goveru-
3atisfactory. Inifluenced either by a desire for pahitical
oir by a genuine feeling that a direct contribution ai money
-s necessary, tliese leading Conservatives complained that

POIsition hias been prejudiced by Mr. Borden's precipitate
ian ai Sir WAilirid's position. At the present moment it

1 that whîle the Government's iollowing is niearly unani-
Couservative camp is in confusion. When the matter
oir decîsion in a fartuigît, almost anything may happen.
Liberaî ship is apparently riding the seas in tranquil

Conservative ship is plaiuly tossed about on angry waves
ýaeaPossible shiipwreck.

re ai the contest will be the
ýThen the smoke clears away
er 'and General Borden will
i.ilfrid has the advantage in
rer findq it easier ta vreserve

VaL. 7

'F' 1~ T (~ discipline than the leader ai an Op-
.4 I .. 'O N position. His lieutenants are named

and are bound ta him by dloser ties.
E D I T 0 R They are cabinet ministers with great-

er respansibilities ta their leader than
the lieutenants of an Opposition. Sir Wilfrid, the general ai the
Government side ai the Hanse, will prabably have his fallawers well
in hand thranghant the struggle. Very few ai them will disabey
arders. On the other hand, Mr. R. L. Barden will have greater diffi-
culties in enfarcing like discipline. Neyer having led his party ta,
victary, he lias less prestige, Iess firmness ai taudli. The leader af
an Oppasitian, unless lie is an ex-cabinet minlister, lias always
daubters in his ranks wha make cahesian and a united front a difficult
matter. When praminent Canservatives, such as the Premier. ai
Manitoba and the Premier af New Brunswick, apenly daubt the
wisdom af Mr. Borden's present position, he will find it difficult ta
keep his following at.Ottawa -lrom getting ont ai hand. He may aver-
came these difficulties and corne ont ai the canflict more firmly seated
in the Canservative leadership. Then again, theré' may be a different
result. ý! -

While it is taa early ta farecast what will happen, it is nat tea
early to indicate the seriansness ai the political situation and ta
direct public attention ta it. The dramna will be interesting, whether
it develaps inta a tragedy or a camedy.

O NE of the great questions which must shartly be decided by the
Canadian people is that ai canal development. It is the most

pressing phase ai the transportation question. The building ai the
National Transcontinental is progressing apace; the Canadian
Northern Railway is spreading thrôugh Ontario and across British
Columbia; the surveys for the Hudson's Bay Railway have been
made and the building ai that hine practically decided upan. This
eliminates the railwayprablemn irom the list ai pressing questions.
The deepening ai 'the St. Lawrence canals some years ago fulfilled
for a periadý all the pressing needs ai the country Sa far as canals
were concerned. With the develapment ai the grain trade in the
West, however, there has came a new canal problem. It has resolved
itseli practicallyý into the question, "Shaîl the Government build the
Georgian Bay Canal or shaîl it build a new and deeper Welland
Canal ?"

This canal problern will be discussed at greater length in next
week's issue. In the meantime it may be said that bath projects have
their enthusiastic supporters and- advocates. It is annaunced irom
Landou that Sir Robert Peýks has -abandaned lis candidature in a
British canistituency and is coming ta Canada ta, devote his 'time ta,
the advocacy ai the Geargian Bay Canal. .He will be snpported in
'his canmpaigni by a number ai contractars, all anxiaus ta see the
Dominion Goverument enter upon anýother spending campaign similar
ta the National Transcontinental. He will als'o be supported by a
large number ai people in Ottawa and Montreal who believe that the
Georgian Bay Canal would be a tremeudous aid ta the development ai

the district lying between Lake Nipissing and'the Port ai Montreal.
Sir Robert will not, hiowever, have it ahl his own way. There

are thase who believe the Georgian Bay praject foa be toa leavy an
undertaking in this stage ai aur development. Tliey will argue that
it will be better ta spend twenty-five million dollars on a new Welland
Canal than one hundred and fiity million dollars on a Georgian Bay
Canal. They will dlaim that the success ai a new Welland Canal
with seven locks instead ai twenty-iour is absolutely certain and that
the practicability ai the Georgian Bay Canal via Lake Nipissing to
the Ottawa River, is problematical. The steamship interests will be
divided, while the railways will probably oppose bath praposals. A

g-reat mass af statisties and detailed information will be laid before
the public for their consideration.

Canada, just as much a private business corporation, should flot


