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JANUARY, 1910, will probably be
5 One. _Of the memorable months in
ePOhtlc‘al history of the Dominion.

0 itsqlflstl-on of a Canadian navy and

orce O,at;lon to tl.le Imperial Defence

shoylq ]i the Empire is to be defined once and forever. The c!ebate
01‘156 f€0ne of the most important that has ever taken place in the

e of Commons. It will probably make and unmake reputa.nons.
anadaPTObably decide the question as to who shall be Premier of

asis fOWhen the star of Sir Wilfrid Laurier‘ has. set. It may lay ‘the

It wiy : the' next great conflict of the parties in a genera'I election.

the peocflfl‘tam]y be of more importance, if not of greater interest to

ting dp E of Cflnada, than the results of the General E.lectxons now
relationemded in Great Britain. It may even be as important in
t0 the future of the Empire generally.
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FOR OHE year, this question of a Canadian contribution to the
i r;tlsh Naval Defence Force has been the chief national topic.
Public ¢ CCupied more editorial space and been the theme of more:
lengp ipeech?s. thdn any other topic. It has been dlsc11s§ed at greate‘l
S ln Political caucuses of an official and non-official char.actel.
tion thinVen the I?Ol'iticians and statesmen more grgund ‘f’o.r co'nmdera—
e Manitaréy topic in recent years. It has rivalled, in polltl?al interest,
ationg] ba School Quéstion, the Western Autonomy Bills and thef:
Ought ; ranscontinental. It has produced sev'eral schools o
¢ i u.nexpected proportions and on unusual lines qf cleavage.

2 ‘i?lr.le time it seemed as if the question would be decided eas11‘y.
Colonjg) éSters who went to Great Britain ‘.Lo attend the .unoﬁ”lual
Sir Wilfr'znfe?enc.e returned with a plan which seen‘led satisfactory.
a satiSfaclt and his ministers proceeded to assure their followers that
Ppositi,, Oy solution had been re;ached. Mr. Borde.n, leader ‘?f the
Overnm i flfter mature consideration, deClded.that in the main the
: €nt’s policy of a Canadian navy, built in Canada, controlled

a : i
satj fada ang manned by Canadians was almost if not quite
Isfactory .

The

Peop]a 0 the muttering began. Down in Quebec a c'ertain section of
i €8an to talk against a contribution of any kind, even a con-
rur:l Which. was to be spent ostensibly f01j home protectio.n. In
far ers Constituencies of‘ the Maritime Provinces and Ontario, the
that , b egan to talk of the spirit of militarism an('i to express regret
* Purpoge Ition of the revenue of Canada was to be diverted to a useless
There i In the Middle West, a stranger development.occ.urred‘
the yeq, ¢ People began to argue for a direct money contribution to
termeg ityfexpense of the British fleet, or the lmPerlal Navy as t'hey
egan i Or the sake of their argument. Prominent *C.onservatlve:s
DOIitical COnter}d that Mr. Borden had made tk.le mistake of his
Mep o Careel.r in agreeing that the announced pohcy' of the GO\.re'rn—
advantaas Satisfactory. Influenced either by a dES'II‘G .for political
or shipsge’ or by a genuine feeling that a direct c?ntrlbutlon 9f money
€ part ‘,’Vas necessary, these leading Conservatives corr’lplame‘d _that
Mine ys Position has been prejudiced by Mr. Borden’s precipitate
Ndation of Sir Wilfrid’s position. At the present moment 1t
Moyg, :}elzm that whi%e the Government’s fo%lqwing is nearly unani-
Meg fconselfvfltlve camp is in confusion. When the matter
hile t}ﬁ) Cil“. decxslon‘ in a fortnight, almost anything may happen.
ashigp tﬁ iberal ship is apparently riding the seas in tranquil
Whicp i,ndie Conservative ship is plainly tossed about on angry waves
Cate a possible shipwreck.
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/ t?APS the most outstanding feature of the contest will be the
anq St.0f leadership on both sides. When the smoke clears away
hay, € battle is decided, General Laurier and General Borden will

r x . . .
thig regs “ater reputations or less. Sir Wilfrid has the advantage in
SPect. The leader of a party in power finds it easier to preserve

trlbutio
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discipline than the leader of an Op-
position. His lieutenants are named
and are bound to him by closer ties.
They are cabinet ministers with great-
er responsibilities to their leader than
the lieutenants of an Opposition. Sir Wilfrid, the general of the
Government side of the House, will probably have his followers well
in hand throughout the struggle. Very few of them will disobey
orders. On the other hand, Mr. R. L. Borden will have greater diffi-
culties in enforcing like discipline. Never having led his party to,
victory, he has less prestige, less firmness of touch. The leader of
an Opposition, unless he is an ex-cabinet minister, has always
doubters in his ranks who make cohesion and a united front a difficult
matter. When prominent Conservatives, such as the Premier: of
Manitoba and the Premier of New Brunswick, openly doubt the
wisdom of Mr. Borden’s present position, he will find it difficult to
keep his following at.Ottawa from getting out of hand. He may over-
come these difficulties and come out of the conflict more firmly seated
in the Conservative leadership. Then again, there may be a different
result. R PY

While it is too early to forecast what will happen, it is not too
early to indicate the seriousness of the political situation and to
direct public attention to it. The drama will be interesting, whether
it develops into a tragedy or a comedy.
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ONE of the great questions which must shortly be decided by the
Canadian people is that of canal development. It is the most
pressing phase of the transportation question. The building of the
National Transcontinental is progressing apace; the Canadian
Northern Railway is spreading through Ontario and across British
Columbia; the surveys for the Hudson’s Bay Railway have been
made and the building of that line practically decided upon. This
eliminates the railway problem from the list of pressing questions.
The deepening of the St. Lawrence canals some years ago fulfilled
for a period all the pressing needs of the country so far as canals
were concerned. With the development of the grain trade in the
West, however, there has come a new canal problem. It has resolved
itself practically into the question, “Shall the Government build the
Georgian Bay Canal or shall it build a new and deeper Welland
Canal?” , Bte o
This canal problem will be discussed at greater length in next
week’s issue. In the meantime it may be said that both projects have
their enthusiastic supporters and advocates. It is announced from
London that Sir Robert Perks has abandoned his candidature in a
British constituency and is coming to Canada to devote his time to
the advocacy of the Georgian Bay Canal. He will be supported in

 his campaign by a number of contractors all anxious to see the

Dominion Government enter upon another spending campaign similar
to the National Transcontinental. He will also be supported by a
large number of people in Ottawa and Montreal who believe that the
Georgian Bay Canal would be a tremendous aid to the development of
the district lying between Lake Nipissing and the Port of Montreal.
Sir Robert will not, however, have it all his own way. There
are those who believe the Georgian Bay project to be too heavy an
undertaking in this stage of our development. They will argue that
it will be better to spend twenty-five million dollars on a new Welland
Canal than one hundred and fifty million dollars on a Georgian Bay
Canal. They will claim that the success of a new Welland Canal
with seven locks instead of twenty-four is absolutely certain and that
the practicability of the Georgian Bay Canal via Lake Nipissing to
the Ottawa River, is problematical. The steamship interests will be
divided, while the railways will probably oppose both proposals. A
great mass of statistics and detailed information will be laid before
the public for their consideration.
Canada, just as much a private business corporation, should not
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