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A reminiscence Of the uilvery Thamnet-Pato&s Islandi (left), the site of Mr. Hugh Paton's country home on the Ottawa, ten miles from MontreaL
1estate comprises a thousand acres. P'hotogrtphs
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SNUGLY tucked away aîid thecentury-aid ems and mapies of
a beautiful littie Island lying

airnost midway.between the wooded
banks of the Riviere des Prairies,
that branch of the Ottawa River
whicb separates the Island of Mont-
real f rom its sister isiand ta the
nortb, Ile Jesu, lies the country home
of Mr. Flugh Paton, president of the
Shedden Farwarding Carnpany, coun-
try gentleman and mullianaire.

Sanie thirty years ago, when a
young man just out f ram Scatland,
with bis fortune stili to make, but a
true laver of nature then as now,
Mr. Paton picked upon the little one
hundred acre le au Chat (Cat's Is-
land), near the Frencb-Canadian vil-
lage of Abord a Plouffe, buried as it
then was in the aimost primeval for-
-est as an ideal site for a country
home, At that finie the island, wbicb
has since become knawn as Paton's,
Island, was the site of a small, old-
fashioned French-Caniadian farn-
house of stane, which the early
French settlers with infinite toil bad
huilt there in the wildnerness two
hundred years before. For genera-
tions a French-Canadian family had
lived and toiled in thie tiny bouse,
and cleared their littie fields amid the
virgin forests.

liard tumes had conte ta Abord a
Plouiffe when Mr. Paton first came to
know the place, and decided ta buy
the littie farmi an the le au Chat.
The lumber trade, once a gigantic
industry on the lower reaches of the
Ottawa, had faded away ta almost
nothing, and the caming of the rail-
ways had destroyed the usefulness of
the great trade road between Mont-
reai and Ottawa, ta wbich Abord a
Plouffe was the half-way bouse.

The French-Canadian farmer was
only tua, glad ta sel!. To-day bis tiny
stone bouse stands in the centre oýf
Mr. Paton's cbarrning country home,
the nucleus of one of the most die-
ligbtfully countrified country homes
in the vicinity of Montreal.

"The Island," as Mr. Paton calîs
bis country borne, and the estate
about it, bas grown during the Iast
tbirty years with its owner's for-
tunes. Like mast busy men of affairs,
be bas always appreciated the need
for a hobby and the need for men
engaged ini the mad rush of modern
business getting back once in a whiie
ta the pure air and the open skcy Of

the countryside, ta freshen up their
bodies and ta sweep the dust of con-
flict from their souls. But unlike
many of our wealthy men, he did flot

wait until be grew aid and wealthy ta
satisfy bis liking for the country air.
H1e started young and "began smail."
As a firn believer in hobbies, Mr.

Mr. Paton&s home, " The Island, from the main drivewaïy.

The v"siule of "The 1Island," with the dloak room on the right,

Paton recagnizes that a ho
a true hobby must permit o:
byist aiways having someth
He thinks'that bis-country
been an ideai hobby, as it
him samething ta do. Evei
bought the littie farma thý
the nucleus of a great eý
Patan bas been adding son
it, until now be bas a bij
bouse, in tbe centre of a
park, witb an estate about
a tbousand acres.

"The Island" stands on 1
ern side of Paton's Islandi,
soutb and wooied shore of
of Mantreal, andi command
tiful sweep of, tbe swift
Riviere des Prairies and a
of tbe magnificent parks
side.

The scenery about the is
Paton bas often been toid,
resembies with its Ion
stretches, covered with
trees, the upper reaches of
Thanies. And iooking at
grey bouse, witb its castel
nices, f ram the river, stan<
the trees and ciosely clipp
the illusion of an aid Engli
bouse is said ta be complel

Mr. Paton's home is 2
miles f romn Montreal, and ta
of the jaurney between tht
tbe island can be perf orn
street car. Fromn the endi e
one must drive along by thi
the river ta Ile Jesu Pari
island of that namne, wbicb
beginning of Mr. Paton's ei
reacb the bouse onie driveý
this park of ancient trees
driveway aimost a mile loi
terminates in the bridge w
nects the two isianda.

Wben I visited Mr. Patc
1 had the pleasure of beli
froni tihe end of thse car li
bouse by Mr. Paton himseif
came ta know Mr. Paton a
ter. 1 had met Mr, Paton ii
but Mr. Patois in thse cou
1 found, a different mans.

Ta 'visit Mr. Paton's
Paton's Islandi is ta know
more of Mr. Patois. His b
mucis an expression osf busy
is penhaps possible for a bc
If on your visit ta Mr. Pat
yau have Mr. Patois witi
much thse better. He wili
ta appreciate thse bomne, and
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