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Somethîng About the Japanese
T HE protest of British (ohlumbiia a[gaist theim-gration of the Jaaeeis ae pnsouind

economiîc and p)oliticaýl i-vasons. 'Mussrs. Mc
pherson anTd Galliher have the (Aah ol nost Ciun-
adians in the protest hihte etre interitr
view with Suir WVilfrid Lauiiriir List weevk, buit tlieir çaise
will not be strengthenied by miob violencc.

There are doubftless emnployers ini British Coluinhia
who do flot look with unavuabe ys uponii an influx
of cheap) and fairlyý efficient y~lwlahour, spc a"; a
in thxe Pacifie P>rovinces white labour lias provýen any-
thing but tractable. Theru arec emplovees wvho oppose
Japanese labour on no broader p)rinc(ilel than they op-
pose the immrigration of al, labour that is fiable to
coMpete with thuim and to lowver wages. But ùxdlepen-
dent of both views, there is a provinicial sentimient, deep
and irresistible, thiat the tide (if ýJapaniese mleanls, econ-
omically, the driving out of the wvhite population, not
through supe)(rior skîll and industry, but through ability
to work for lower wages; and menpolitically, that
the Province is securing a pýopuliation incapable and un-
willing to perform the duties of c:itizenship and maintain
the political stanidard set byv the rest of the Dominion.

A large prop)ortion of the present incoming J apanese
are from llawaii, and, fortuniatelv, statistics are at hand
te show what kind of people they are. Theîr Iow stand-
ard of living may be takeni as the primary objection to
the Japanese. lu Hlawaii the Japanese plantation la-
bourer pays fromn $6.oo to $7,00 per month for board. It
costs abouit gio.oo a month to provide a Japanese mani,
wife and two chuldi-en with enatables. T.hey would use
every nionth one or two bags of rice-probably Japanese
rice which they prefer to that grown in Hawaii-which
wOuld cOst $4.75 one xnonth and $9.,ro the next. ln ad-
lition they buy soy, dried fish, a little of the cheaper
cuts of fresh meat which they stew, a good many beans,
camxed gooda anxd preserved provisions. (Note :-Btl-

letin of the Bureau of Labour of the United States, No.
66, P'age 475-)

ln iloniolului the scale of living is more expensive.
There are numtierous Jaipanese hotels that have charges
raniging as highi as fifty cents a day, but these are for
the iristocrats. There aire Oriental labourers in Hoito-
illu who do flot spend more th.an a dollar a month for

lodgiig. With these schenues of living it is- very diflh-
cuI1t, if not imipossible, for the white labourer to main-
tain a struggle for existence.

The Japanese are not content to remain common la-
bourers. In Hlawaii they have entered the skilled and
semi-skilledi Irades. In H1onolulu the xnaling of men's
garments and b)oots and shuecs is almnost entirely in their
bauds. White labour is being driven from the building
industries and the .Japanese are generally engaging in
all-skilled employments. Nor are ,they content as em-
ployees, but as entrepreneurs and merchants-are success-
fully engaged in xnanufacturing and mercantile pursuits.
As a consequence, mucih white labour and capital lias
been driven from Hawaii and the Islands have failed to
make the ecouomnic and political progress expected frnrr
their annexation to the UJnited States.

A large number of Japanese are now leaving Hawaii
for British Columnbia because thev expet to better
themuselves. They have no love for Hlawaii. They have
taken no direct part in its political Mie. The history of
Hawaii will he the future of British Columbia unless-

We ail recognisei the dif[iculties of the situation. No
one better than Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the Honourable
Frank Oliver has a keener appreciation of the requisites
of citizenship. We imagine the plain, unvarnished lan-
guage with which Frank Oliver of the "Edmonton Bul-
letin" would express his views if he had not become a
Privy Counicillor of his Majesty-the ruler of an empire
pledged to a strong alliance with the realm of the Mik-
ado. It is one tWxng to diagnose thxe diseast and an-


