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' ‘toom reaches seventy-five or

Why House Plants Fail

An attempt to grow plants in the living-

. yoom of the home frequently results in

eir speedy death and a keen disap-
pointment to the grower. Success de-
mands that a temperature of sixty-five to
_geventy /degrees be maintained during the
‘daytime, with a droE of ten to fifteen de-
‘grees during the night; fifty degrees is as
Jow a temperature as most plants can
‘successfully stand. Incidentally, these
temperatures are the best for the health of

* the family.

“~Too often the temperature of the living-
I eight
degrees during the winter months. Sucﬂ
‘temperatures are almost invariably ac-
companied by a low percentage of humidi-
ity in the atmpﬂ)hgre, and the soil in the
pots dries rapidly in consequence, for not
only are the plants transpiring much
water through their leaves, but water also
evaporates from the surface of the soil and
through the porous clay of the pots. - Rap-

* id fluctuations of soil moisture are extreme-

ly bad for the health of plants. The
worst result of this condition is dry soil in
the bottom of the pot, for too frequently
house-plant watering consists merely in

-pouring a little water on the surface of the

goil, not enough to reach down to the bot~

tom.
‘Dryness of the soil is best determined by

‘the' gardeners’ method. Hit the pot a
‘gsharp blow with the knuckles of the first
'and second fingers.

If the sound is hollow,

Artificial Milk

A discovery ‘which should prove of
great interest to housewives and mothers
has recently been brought to perfection
in a London chemiéal laboratory. This
18 a process of manufacturing synthetic-
ally a pure and wholesome milk of high
nutritive value, possessing all the virtues
of the original article, none of its many

angers.

The discovery (says the “Times”)
originated many years ago as the re-
sult of the ingenuity of a Chinaman

who saw a possible substitute for milk .

in the native drink prepared from the
soya bean. His efforts, however, met
with only partial success, owing to the
fact that the fluid prepared by him had
an exceedingly penetrating and—to West-
ern palates—disagreeable taste. It was
left to a German chemist to lay the foun-
dations of the present synthetic milk by
suggesting a_composite fluid, made up. of
all the ingredients of cow’s milk in correct
proportion.

This suggestion was widely discussed
about two years ago, but the many
obv_lous difficulties standing in the way
of its realization caused the public to
regard it more as a dream than a pos-
sibility. One or two chemists, however,
attracted by the idea, continued ‘to
work at the subject, with the result that
?ynthetic milk 18 now an accomplished
act. ‘
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CROP RETURNS FOR FIVE YEARS

The following table gives the average yields of spring wheat to the
acre in the Provinces and Dominion of Canada, and the wheat-producing
States and the U.S. as a whole for the past five years. :

. 8.4 4.2 15.0 8.5 15.0

- Nebraska .........cccoveviiiiiinenns
North Dakota ..............ccoivuenn
South Dakota ...........ccceeveuoes

- United States ...........c.ccoviinnen

1910. 1911, 1912. 1913. 1914,
1745 1926 1839 19.62 25.28
1820 21.05 20.19 -20.50 21.87
18.19 2039 1811  20.72 1857 |
1485 1773 1617 18.17 " 18.00
23.50 20.95 20.63 23.91 2151
12.35 2022 2220 19.01° 1475
11.66 2200 21.56 23.57 15.50
11.35 2528 21.83 21.00 21.30
21.40 26.73 30.33  26.67 27.77
14.16  20.64 2032 20.81 15.07
1910. 1911. 1912, 1913. 1914,

20.9 13.8 17.0 17.0 13.5

16.0 10.1 4155 16.2 10.5
13. 10.0 14.1 12.0 115
. 5.0 8.0 18.0 - 105 114
12.8 4.0 14.2 9.0 9.3 .
11.0 9.4 17.2 13.0 12.1 .

the soil is dry; if dead, there is sufficient
moisture. When the soil is thoroughly
dry, the only sure way to water theplant
is to place it for several minutes in a pail
containing enough water to cover the pot.

Moisture can be supplied to the at-
mosphere by keeping a dish of wateronor
near the stove, where it will evaporate
readily. Most furnaces have a place for
water in the jacket which will neegl filling
daily. Plants
kitchen because of the moisture the atmos-
Ehere derives from the steam of the tea-

ettle and the pots. .

Gas is an enemy of house plants—either
coal or illuminating gas—and it will re-
tard growth and prevent the opening of
flower-buds even when present in such
small quantities that it cannot be smelled.

Fresh air is essential. Ventilate the
room by leaving a door or window open
just a little, but never allow a draft to
cross the plants. Like gas, drafts cause
“blasting’’ of the buds as well as browning
of the leaves.

The leaves are plants’ lungs, and’ the[\;
must be kept clean. The surface of eac
leaf is filled with minute pores through
which respiration and transpiration take
place. Sponging the leaves frequently
with clean water will be sufficient with,
perhaps, a weekly syringing, which should
be done with the piants in a sinkorbath-
tub. Rubbing the leaves with any oily
substance to make them shine is un-
necessary, for a clean, healthy leaf will
have abundant gloss. The grease clogs
the pores, preventing the leaves from per-
forming their proper functions. .

. To obtain a well-balanced plant, turn 1t
half-way round each day, for plantsin a
window grow toward the light.

usually thrive in the .

The fluid, as far as its appearance is
concerned, is quite indistinguishable from
rich cow’s milk. It is delightfully smooth
on the palate. On the other hand the
taste seems to some persons slightl
different from that of ordinar cow’)f;
milk. It is said that even this slight
“tagte” can be removed at will.

Introduction of Bacteria

The new milk has been built up from
a basis of casein obtained from the soya
bean. The beans are treated by a spe-
cial process whereby all oil and waste
matter are removed and only the pure
casein left. To this basis are added in
exact proportions fatty, acids, sugars
and salts, and emulsification is carried
out.

The difficulty of producing a perfect
emulsion (milk is one of the most per-
fect emulsions known) has been com-

letely overcome, the new fluid satisfy-
ing every test in‘this direction, even to
the extent of refusing to “‘cream.”

Milk, howeyer, is something more
than a food substance; it is a living
fluid containing a definite strain of
bacteria which assist in its digestion. In
order that the synthetic milk may ap-
proximate in all respects to the real
milk, bacteria of the required strains,
including the lactic acid (sour milk)
bacilli rendered famous by Metchnikoff
a few years ago, are introduced to the
fluid and permitted to act upon it until
it reaches exactly that state of what
may be termed maturity at which fresh
cow’s milk is obtained. That it is in-
deed a real milk is proved by the fact
that excellent cheese and “butter” can
be made from it.
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Your Lame, .BlemiSH‘ed""- Horses
Need Attention Now

Don’t delay—it’s easier and cheaper to treat blemishes before they
Lecome deep-seated. A few applications of ABSORBINE well rubbed [
in acts quickly and effectively swithout blistering or laying up the horse. “
ABSORBINE is concentrated—handy and economical to use.
drops is all that is required at an application.

BSORBINE |

TRADE MARK REG.U s.nAr.urU

THE ANTISEPTIC LINIMENT b

is used by successful trainers, breeders and horse owners the world .

over—it_has increased the working amn
horses—it has helped many horses to

incidentally, has made money for its users,
record, of twenty-five years’ service in producing successful results.

A few

d selling ‘value of thousands of
break records on the track and,
ABSORBINE itself has a

WHAT USERS SAY:

Mr. Chas. Lawrence, Paoli, Pa.:
“I have successfully used your
Absorbine on-a big knee of six
months’ standing. It certainly is.
the. most remarkable liniment I
ever used)”’ :

Mr. R, J. Crabtree, Maroa, Ill:
“T have mnever used anything
equal to Absorbine for thorough-
pin. I removed one of a yeat’s
standing. I would not be with-"
out it, and have recommended it
to my neighbors and friends.” !

o

Use

tissues, rheumatic de
swellings, strained,
muscles; to . allay

to. reduce - sprains, bog spavins, thoroughpins, puffs,
" ghoe boils, capped hocks, swollen glands, thickened

' gtrengthen any part that meeds it.

 ABSORBINE $2.00 A BOTTLE

" at druggists or postpaid
upon receipt of price |

138 Lymans Blds, Montreal Cdn.

Absorbine

sits, ‘enlarged ' veins, painful
ptured ' tendons, - ligaments or
and stop lameness; to

prov oy

:ﬁ

~ Kodak days

VERY winter outing, every home-coming of the boys and girls, the
Christmas and New Year’s festivities—in each of these are fascinating

subjécts for the Kodak—pictures that make fun in the taking and that

to you will always prove a delight.

Picture taking, by daylight or .flashlight, is simple by the Kodak
method—and it’s not expensive now-a-days.

Put Kodak on your Christmas list.

CANADIAN KODAK CO., L1p.

610 Kina StreeT, W.
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