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further side of Yellow 01d Bald, came
upon, tinls girl, weeping passionately,
helplessly, from some careless, barbar-
ous unkindfleSS which bad brouglit up
afresh in hier young stormiy heart ail
the emptilless of hier life, anîd made hier
lot seem to bier intolerable. The two
sat the long bours out, pouring forth
their souls to each other; Creed's kinbd
eyes full of tenderiess and pity for
the beautiful, neg!ected, heart-hungry
mrature at bis side; the girl warming,
mreltirg to the first kindncss, the first
consideration an.d admiration which
had ever been bers. The world was
made anew for both man and girl;
iwhen suddenly Birdella, glancing in
affright rt the late sun, leapdi to lier
feet, excLiinfg:

"oh, me! Hit's nigh onto sundown!
Pap an' the boys'l be home-an' they
hain 't a lick struck fer supper I I-oh,
l'mi 'most afcard-y,

But Creeds voice reassured ber-his
protectflg arm Was arou d lber. H1e
walked home wtth the shrinking girl,
helped ber with the fire and the sup-p2r,
and, when "pap and the boys" came
trampirg in later, ravenous and satur-
nine, quietly took the old man apart
and askldih'm for bis daighter to wife.

Jephtha Blacklock spat gravely upon
the ground and made answer:

"Yes, sir, take bier an' welcomne. I
was a Ilvyin' out to wed with Miranda

Creed Carrier bad risen before the Sun,
fed anîd curried and brusned ùÀe florses,
lingering long over ta e bte hlys
togâet, buckir.g on the sîde-saddle,
wbicli made hus strong bands tremble
but to touch, and had taken bis way
down ilue rounda4out horse trail to
Garyville, arriving there several bours
bÂlore the train was due.

This 'day, wiiich liad been chosen
upon bis last visit to Birdeila as their
wedding-day, wilen bie should meet hier
at Garyviile, take lier to old Squire
.sis for the marrizge, an.d afterward
up the mour.tain trail to thle new cabin
-this day, as it bappercd, some sort
cf excursion was afoot. The train came
in slowly, arnd more than an bour late,
a long stri:.g of coaches packei witb
1,:larious bumai:ity. Cr-eed Carrier
S.Lood back, confused at the noise and
iumuit; the drumming of steam from
thse engille oppressing bis ears, the
evil smells, thse clash ani babble of
mariy voices, slrill, crude, insistent.
l'rom the line of coaches poured forth
eirls and women tawdrily dressed in
cheap lawns, with strange colored nib-
bons about tbeir necks and waists,
struggling beneath a load of self-con-
scîousness, carrying it off with an air
of bravado; men clad in their native
bu tternut jears, and looking far better
tliian tlioc;e otihers besiees tbem, upon
whom they gazed witb envy, dressed in

"'Far'well," he said, using the sad, irupressive word of mountain adieu.

Dickçcrt n1sef; an' thcy's gin>ally
aî it~i famiîy interruptions wher-

ecr CIl iuy-'s stepmotîîcrs an' stepda'ters.
l'ni pi-cul ye waiit Birdlelly," and look-

ilig lmg csrioLusly into Creed's
qlct -yces, lie added: "0' cose-

O u- <vr mnais got his own taste
Iu *11pI-i itiye xvaft 1lirdelly "Upon

tP ,.1i-.rassc>l silenice wbîicb en-
s cli~ 'ikcagain :"I Iow soon?

Jt ýt as <ion as 1 kiii git mny place
ftii f lier. I aîmi to hîîild a new

1 rrekon bit'Il take me two

Aliii the old mian looked curi-
i*,e wooer. A fter the mou"-

i îi'.lie said Il(-)Word ;but in
ciiJthe Wonder was grent,

)-, ritinn a i-n-m ne-1 make
îvr homne a "wornan," more

t acquisition were a mule or

-. the valley aI Garville, the
ýe utile narrow-gaze road.

scemed hot and dustv antd
to the motintaîn man

clheap "bougliten" clothes.
Thle glare, tihe Ieat, tIse dust, tIhe

coal snoke, were like poison btlich
inounitain mats; the air, taintý-d witlî
sulpîsurous gases, seeîss-1 to cha.ke in
lis luni ite srnearud, red, perspiring
faces grieved bis eyes. It wvas ail a
pairful covtrast to tlue cîtl ean.
sunflit spaces and hecavciily qa"tetude of
lus nîouîtain-top. Tis was 'vhat th
valley meant to Crecd Carrier.

Presertly bis bewidercd eye de-
scrided Lirdella conîing down tbe aigle
of a coacli ; anti as she xalked slowly,
.noitoghie gi7gglinig, vociferating crowd,

I.er lover miade out thiat tîserc were two
puople wàih ber-a fat, ret-f-tcel girl

ioras lie 'Irew rrir, lie beard ber
.-îldress as "Miz Ctule." anti a squat.
vi-Aer-'-i7ed mlan wbn)m the red-faced
inoînan in tturn called "Gittleson."
Anid, lie knew flot wby. bis beart sank.
irçtea-d of leapiîîg in bis; breast as it
hidt done ths natv weeks aI tbe mere
ilbotiolil of Pirdell'q pre-erce. Ilie
stoor! at t0,P sien of the criaI-Il Ici mec
luCr r. atChIn'- With the ga7e of anciows
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