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Its chief value is for the manufacture of pulp for paper, but it may
also be used for fence rails, fuel, Vannery or boxes. Dry weight,
25 pounds per cubie foot; fuel value, 40.

The balsam poplar (Populus balsoanziJera, Linnaeus), or
rough-barked poplar, occurs farther north than the aspen, but is
confined mostly Vo the heavy dlay soul of the river valleys, or to
the modified drift of the Cambrian areas. In the western in-
terior it does flot appear to grow north of Lake Mistassini. At
Cambrian Lake (latitude 560) on the Kaniapiskau River, it grows
on low terraces to ten inches in diameter, but on higher ground
is small and straggling. Along the lower Hamilton River it is
quite common, but above the Grand Falls, which, it may be men-
tioned, have 302 feet of a sheer drop and a volume of about 50,000
cûbic feet of water per second, 15110V seen again tili the Cambrian
area is reached at Birch Lake. Thle wood of balsam poplar is
light, soft and fine-grained, and is well-stited for the manufacture
of paper pulp, pails, tobacco boxes and small packing cases. The
tree received its naine because of the balsaii sticky exudation
of the leaf-buds., In full foliage it is a splendid object as the
wind blows thro1Igh its branches, displaying the brilliant colors
of its leaves, which are ak re abv and usty-looking below.
The pollen of the poplarsan pue ofe blows across a lake in
such large quantities as to form. quite a thkck film n 1its sufae

The white or canoe birch (Betula papyrifera, Marshall) grows
everywhere in the southern part of the peninsula, and often forins
dense thickets on hillsideswhich have bee-ntraversed by fire. With
its gleaming white trunk, luxuriant dark foliage, and open, airy,
graceful head, 1V is alway a picturesque feature of the forest
landscape. About Hamltn Inlet it grows Vo ten inches ini dia-

metr, ut owadsthe upper wters of te Hamilton River sel-
don- xed ih i 11ches. Nrhadtetesaesalr
anId the Ixdians have t<> import tei bar for cao-ulding.
As the semni-bre lands are appocetemxueo wr
birches and wlosgrowing on the hillsides formas almot in-
penetrable thces

The wood of~ canoe bircl isl light, atrong, hard, tollgh, and
very close-grai11e4. The Indians use it for axe handles, sleds,
paddles, snowshoe frie, an mayohratce eurn
Iight, strong, tougl,/wood. There lu no Ainerican pcest x
cel it as a spool Wood. IV ia also used for the, manufacture
of bobins, turned boebowls, soe lasts, shoe pegs, for intericîr
finishig and for the mianufatr of furniture. In the. settled
portions o Canada motof the whte birch ýhas disappeared, but
in the Lbador Peninsula vaut areas yet remain to be ex«plolted.
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