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Lias British Columbia an Inexhaustible Forest?
B»V P. L. Lyýford, of Clark & Lyford, Forest Engineers, Vancouver.

(An Excerpt fromn an Address before the Canadman Forestry Association's Convention.)

Probably ail of us wilI agree that there
wvill be found as much as 350 billion feet
Of timber in British Columbia. 1 fear,
however, that the impression has gone
forth into the public mind that we have
350 billion feet of timber of the kind and
quaIlty and availability, such as charac-
terizes the timber which is being logged
to-day, and will be logged in the next
decade.

Aý careful study of the Commission of
Conservation report will reveal that the
estiniated increment from natural growth
dePends on coraplete protection of thc
Young growth from lire. Lt will also be
noted that no attempt is made in this
report, ta determine the amount of timber

intePovince which would interest a
logger on the basis of the lumber prîces
Prevailing for the past five or ten years.
Failure ta present the picture complete
and in ail its details leads ta misunder-
standing. 'Anyone vwith a knowledge of
tinbrand lga. and thielumber busi-

course, that a very large part of this 350
billion feet is timber quite diilerent from
that which Îs being logged ta-day; ;s, iii
fact, timber of lower grade and mare re-
IXotelY situated; and more diflicult and
expensive ta log. Mostý people, however,
do not stop ta thînk this far, and for them,
the idea of this truîy large supply of dim-
ber, wheri co upled witli the statement
Which has been made fram autharitative
sources, that there is a growth and re-
Placement of 5 ta 7 billion feet Per year,
and the knawledge that thc annual cut in
the Province has neyer very far'excecded
two billiu feet.' This idea, 1 repeat, is
n'ore than likely.to dispel any thought in
the public mind for conservation and re-
forestationt; for what i, the need of avoid-
lng Waste, and for repflacing the forest if
the supply is not only inexhaustible, but
iucreasing faster than it is being used, orhikeîy to be used for the next decade?

I brin g this unatter up, not through acire to enter into a cantroversy, but in
order to stamnulate fuller discussion andepan-oh6f 'the facts, s0 that no one
1lY labor under misapprehensions of
eny sort.

And do flot forget these threc things:
(1) lThe Paific Coat has hs.rcly en-

tered upon its career as a great timber and
lumbering region.

(2) British Columbia, especially the
coast districts, will be called upon ta de-
velop her natural forest resources in the
next 10 or 15 years ta a degree scarcely

appreciated by most of us, and hardly at
ail by the general public.

(3) There is a very real need for tak-
ing thought ta avoid waste, and for that
important functiop of the Government of
a great forest Province,-Re-forestation.
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