bear on every question, irrespective of party ties. The
Hon. John R. Boyle was the leader of the Opposition
and I grew to have a great respect for Mr. Boyle'’s judg-
ment and political foresight.

It was a matter of deep regret to me that Mrs. Louise
McKinney was not re-elected. I had hoped to have her
companionship in the House. Mrs. McKinney was
elected in 1917 and thereby became the first woman
member of any Legislative Assembly in the British
Empire. A portrait of Mrs. McKinney by J. W. L. Forster
of Toronto now hangs in the main corridor of the pro-
vincial buildings in Edmonton.

Mr. Forster’s fee for painting a portrait was $2,000,
but because Mrs. McKinney’s portrait was to be pre-
sented to the Province by the women of the Province,
Mr. Forster generously agreed to do it for half this
amount. The money was raised by the societies all over
the Province and I like to remember how quickly the
response was made. We had a refusal from only one
society and the excuse that they gave was rather an
interesting one. The president wrote that in view of
Mrs. McKinney's temperance activities, a society which
was made up of all shades of opinion, could not ask their
members to make a contribution. I was the chairman of
the Portrait Committee, so I called the president on the
telephone and reminded her that no matter what they
thought of Mrs. McKinney’s temperance activities, as
first woman member in the British Empire she was
entitled to this honor, but that under the circumstances
I was glad they had not made a contribution, for we were
determined that every cent paid into the Portrait Fund
should be freely and gladly given. The society decided
later they would make a contribution but the judgment
of our Committee was that we would return it—with

thanks.
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