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the basis of tliree-and-a-half pounds of provisions to

a man—all the varieties of food beini; proportioned

so tliat the total weii^ht will be tliree-and-a-half

pounds a day. Tlie orders are given frequently and

for small amounts, so as to economize in the number
of horses required on the pack-trail. The amount to

be consumed by the horses is, of course, included in

the loads. The cost of "packing" food over long

distances is more considerable than would be sup-

posed. It was estimated that at Dunn's camp the

freighting cost forty dollars a ton, but I heard of

places farther in the mountains where the cost was

double that. Indeed, a discussion of the suloject

brouoht to litjht the fact that in remote mininij

camps the cost of "packing" brought lager-beer in

bottles up to the price of champagne. At one camp
on the Kootenay bacon was selling at the time I

was in the valley at thirty cents a pound, and dried

peaches fetched forty cents under comi)etition.

As we looked on, the men were eatin<>; fresh beef

and vegetables, with tea and coffee and pie. The
head cook was a man trained in a lumber camp, and

therefore ranked high in the scale of his profession.

Every sort of cook drifts into camps like these, and

that camp considers itself the most fortunate which

happens to eat under the ministrations of a man who
has cooked on a steamboat ; but a cook from a lum-

ber camp i« rated almost as proudly.

"Ye would not think it," said Lann, "but some of

them men has been bank clerks, and there's doctors

and teachers among 'em—everything, in fact, except

preachers. I never knew a preacher to get into a
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