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_ “*Racers.”’—One of our exchanges has the
following observation :
. HORSES VS. MARES.

"It is a very rematkable fact that during
the century ouly three mares have won the
Dérby. Jileanor in 1801, Blinkbonnie in
1857 and ‘Shotover in 1882. They have
done rather better in the St. Leger, which
is run in September. This race was estab-
lished in 1776, and in 124 yecars the St. Le-
aer has been won 23 times by mares. Both
in the Derby and St. Leger horses have
therefore beaten mrares very decidedly.”

40 our idea this is by no means remark-
able, for the Derby is run on the last
Wednesday in day. a season in whicn
mares are very likely to be horsing. The
St. Leger, on the other hand, is run on the
Wednesday in the sccond week in Scptem-
ber, a time when mares are mostly ove:
their scason ; never cared to back mares
for any sunimer race when we were, ‘‘plus
ou moins,”’ on the turf; can’t depend
upon their running true. As a proof ol
" this, note that mares and geldings are al-
ways allowed a certain weight ofl im
weight-for-uge races.

“ Srale-lurrow."—Many years ago, we
asked a Tarmer from one of the castern
counties of Iingland how it came about
that the heavy land of that district grew
such superd malting barley. His reply
was, that the seed was invariably ‘¢ Che-
valier '’ barley, and was always sown on
a ‘¢ stale furrow.”

By a ** stale furrow "' is meant a furrow
that has been ploughed some weeks previ-
‘ous to the scedtime and allowed to lie un-
touched, so that sun, tain, wind, and frost
may work their will upon it. Hence the
reason that in thie reports of the farming
in different parts o{ England as sent to
the at*xuultur;ﬂ 1):3.1)(‘,151 \VL S0, hequentlv
see, 1.hc Jollo“ ing remarks :

et .l‘he "prospects for barlcy-sccdmn' are
very good as the weathcr being open, the
ploghi~ is clos¢ up to the fold.” 'Tlus
needs a little 111terprct=1t10n ;" 1t mcans
that the laid on which tlhe¢ tirhips, or

‘especially on heavy land,

ru.pc,. is being fed off by the sheep in folds
composed of hurdles, has been all plough-
ed up to the part on which the sheep "are
then folded, so ‘that, when seed-time
comes, the part ploughed up to the date
in question ‘will Dbe ‘' a stale furrow.’’
his, of course, refers to the turnip-soils.

On the heavy 'land in Essex, Sulfolk,
etc., on the cast coast, barley is sown
gither in fields that have born a crop of
mangels, or other roots that have been
drawn off, or after a ‘' summer-fallow ;
but, in hoth cases, the land is ploughed
for the last time belore Christmas, and
the sced goes in on the same f{urrow,
which, as barley, for malting, is always
sown in spring, is of course ' stale.’

'he advantage of this treatment of land

intended for malting-barley is clear
enough. The great desiderata of barley

grown for the use of the brewer are, that
when, after steeping, it goes on to the
maltster's floor every grain should start
into germination at the same time, con-
tinue its growth with regularity, and
when arrived at the kiln-head every vrram
in the bulk should have the ‘* acrospire’
rcaching as far up the back as its 1ieigl1-
bour's. O course, this would be an un-
attainable pitch of -perfection, but the
more nearly it is reached the better the
qguality ol the malt.

Now, it must be clear to any one who
thinks a little that land allowed to be act-
c¢d upon by the weather, as our stale fur-
row is, must have its surface finely pulv-
erised, and that it would be a blunder to
turn that surface down with the plougn,
and run the risk
ol bringing up a lot o[ clods that will
have to be worried about with ‘mrrmv
“and roller with what often turns out to be
“the vain hope of brm‘gmg them to a finc
‘mould ; whereas, if the stale furrow plan
be adoptcu, “the only treatmcnt needed
“is thc passage of the grubber ac1oss the
ridges, the dnlhnc in of the sccd a{tcr one
,or two strokes of the ha.now, and a trﬂh.
of harrowing after the seed is in, ‘Lo brlngr
about the desired couchtxon that every
grain " has becn"'deposncd at the samic



