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made his first and greatest hit. It is the satirical
biography of a young nobleman who is brought
into contact with the different political and social
movements of theday, and falls for a time, under the
influence of extreme liberalism, but in the end re-
covers himself and is the lord again. The satirist

hits out right and left always with freedom and |

sometimes with force, at every party and school,

ecclesiastical and social—in its turn. His own aim we |

find it difficult to detect. Not long ago he presented
himself as a candidate for a seat in Parliame1t on a
platform so extremely liberal as to repel the less
thorough-going section of the Liberal party in the
constituency : but he now seems inclined to embrace
political Conservatism, and to stand by the Consti-
tution as itis. Mr. Gladstone, under the pseudonym
of Sir Dudley Wright, is bitterly assailed and taxed
with having been actuated by the worst motives in
ousting the Conservatives from power and disestab-
lishing the Irish Church. Whether, with his ?oliticnl
Constitutionalism, the authorof “‘Ginx’s Baby”intends
to combine extreme, and virtuallycommunistic, plans
of social reform, is a question which we could better
decide if we knew how to distinguish what is serious
from what is ironical in his philosophy. Hc takes
credit to himself, under the proper forms of modesty,
for unique perspicacity and comprehensiveness of
view in Colonial questions. With evident reference
to his late pamphlet on Imperial Federalism, he
makes Kelso, Lord Bantam’s admirable instructor,
say, ¢‘ Look at the way in which the high business
of our Government is now carried on. Can you
pick out a single man who looks beyond the limits
of the present, or the narrow circuit of these islands,
or who takes any broad, practical view of the Impe-
rial future ? Cnly ore of them all has uttered a
timorous squeak about a great confederation of Eng-
lish-speaking peoples, but from the rest, on the des-
tinies of Empire, we have had nothing but dead
silence, or twitterings about cost and policy, as ab-
ject, narrow, and disloyal as they were perilous.
As yet, no man of them has propounded in noble,
heart-stirring, vivid language, the idea of a united
Britain—not the isolated nodules of these petty
isles, but the far-stretching Imperial boulder of a
third of the globe.” Perhaps some readers will be
of opinion that no language can be more heart-stir-
ing and vivid than this.

Canada has an especial interest in the author of
¢ Ginx’s Baby ;" and his success is a proof that
Colonial products are not regarded in England with
such disdainas, in our irritable moods, wcare apt to
imagine. Probably this circumstance had its share
in inducing a Canadian house to republish *“ Lord
Bantam.” ~ But they would have been warranted in
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doing so by the liveliness of some portions of the
book its:1f, though the author’s first effort in our
judgment remains his best.

Lays oF ANCIENT ROME, WITH IVRY AND THE
ArMaDA. By Lord Macaulay. LaAYS OF THE
ScorTisH CAVALIERS AND OTHER POEMS. By
ProfeSsor Win. Edmonstoune Aytoun, D. C. L.
Rouse’s Point, N. Y. The International Printing
and Publishing Company. John Lovell, General
Manager.

Literature must not forget her helpmate, typo-
graphy. The International Printing and Publishing
Company being partly Canadian, and its manager
being one of our own countrymen, at Montreal, we
may fairly claim this little volume as a triumph of
the typographic art among us and as an earnest of
triumphs yet to come. We could have wished that
the paper had been a little heavier; but in oth.r
respects the work is exceedingly beautiful, and well-
suited to the pleasant use to which its form and its
appearance at the season of gifts seem to point. It
is needless to rehearse the praises of either of the
two authors whose congenial lays are here printed
together, and who would have been glad, no doubt,
to find themselves united, and united in a volume
which is so graceful a tribute to their joint fame.

CasseLL’s HIsTORY OoF THE WAR BETWEEN
FRANCE AND GERMANY, 1870-71.—Vol. L
London : Cassell, Petter and Galpin.

The first volume of this work brings us to the
close of the year 1870. Like all the works issued
by Messrs. Cassell & Co., itis artistically excellent,
as a whole ; although there is an inequality percep-
tible in the character of the engravings we were not
prepared to meet. The letter-press is very fairly
made up ; it, of course, shows some traces of hasty
preparation. inevitable perhaps under the circum-
stances. Too much of it seems to have been picked
up from the journals of the time, and has a fugitive
air about it to which we reluctantly deny the name of
history. At the same time, with avery allowance
for haste and imperfection, Cassell's History is a
work we can honestly recommend to our readers. It
gives a fair estimate of the causes of the war—a very
clear narmative of its progress—and an interesting
resumé of the circumstances which led to the collapse
of France and her resources. The work is admir-
ably got up, in every respect, and will unquestion-
ably achieve a wide circulation on both sides of the
Atlantic.




