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respeoting the Clînrol of England, which for year8 made him tho aversion of State
Ohurchieni, rnarked him as a Pissenter of the xnostrabid stripe, and startled even the
rnajority of hie nonconformist brothren, but then we are not quitea sure that they
did not Mt that tume need startling ! This is not the place to discuss that saying,
and we shali rot condemun nor defend it here ; but that Mr. Binney should calmly
and premeditatedly have said whnt he did, goes far to, prove that, the state of the
Established Church of England nt that tixne, muet have been Mnost lamentable.
We cannot to-day, and in this country, judge rightly of it. The Oxford move-
ment, cornmenced not.many yenrs aft.erwnrds, rnarked a new era in the history of
that. church, for whatever rnay have been the errors of Pusey, Newman, and others
of their schoal, it was without doubt, through the mercifuinese of God, the begin-
ing of better thing8 ini the establishment. Those men, dnrk and blind to many great
spiritual truthe as we deern theni, were sincere and carnest, thoroughly sincere,
deeply, passionately in earneet ; and while on the one hand numbers yielded to
their teaching, and became as plastiec day in the hands of these etrong moulders,
it had, on the other hand, the effect of stirring up the latent evnngelicnlisim
of that chnrch ; and the hatred of Rome and Rornisli practices, produced a
reaction which has found blessed fruit in the teachings and aspect of the
English Ohurcli, both at haone and in the Colonies at this day. But for
the tirne, Mr. Binney -%vas the best abused man (ecclesiastically) in England.
As years rolled on, however, the effect, if not the rernembrance of hie utter-
ance, died away, and hie true libernlity, his large-heartedness and genuine
catholicity, won even hie enemies, and he wns heartily welcorned ini ail
gatherings of his brethren of every denomination. Hie visit to Arnerica was
pnid ini 1845, and ta Australia in 1857, during which latter, took place his
correepondence with the Bishop of Australia, on Episcopncy, Christian Union,
&c., which resinlt,-d in that noble address to the Tasuinnian Congregational Union
on the IlCliurch of the Future," an address which we think, lins neyer been
sufficiently appreciated. Possibly the circurnetauces of ite published appearance
may account somewhat for this : hie friende were expecting a work on Australia,
on the country, hie impressions, &c., and ho, a controversial. volume! an admira-
ble contribution ta the literature of the Chiristian Union question, but not what
'was expected. As Mr. Binney snys in the introductory remarks- "Prm the oep-
plications which have been made to me by publishers," (Hie own italics) I am very
mudli afraid that 1 arn expected ta produce a book of Australian travel, perliaps
of adventure !and that somewhere disappointment will be the consequence of rny
not doing so." Just so, and 'whnt wns reall, valuable was not theref are prizecl as
it ehould, and otherwise would have been.

Mr. Binney'e long absence in Australia hastened, what no doubt in the natural
course of thinge8 muet have corne ta pnss before rnany years, the diminution of hie
congregation, and the decrese-not of hie popularity, for he lad that ta, the
last, but of the super-attractive power he had sa long possessed. Mare than one
cause was at work ta produce this. There were the new men who were rising into
notice, and drawing the floating crowd of henrers after thora, notably Spurgeon,
just across the river from the Weigh House. But the principal cause lay in the
vast social changes that were taking place through the rapid developrnent of ril-
ways nround Landan, and the facilities they nfforded for suburban residences.
When Mr. Binney began hie rninistry, the rnerchants, the business men and pro-
fessional men had their homes in or ns closely ns possible bordering lapon the city
proper, and these gathered nround, and hung upon the utterances of the Paul of
the Weigh House. To-day Landon is on the Sunday as a Il Deserted Village."* We
-stoad one fine Sunday afternoon not mnny months ago in the centre of Oheapside,
and from one end ta the other there were not n dozen people ta be seen, and at the
time of which we write, this clepopulation was rapidly gorng on-residences were
being transforrned into warehouses or offices, while in the vicinity of every raihway
station within twenty-five miles of London"I Streets " and Il Terraces "-"1 Rowe "
and "Places " sprnng up in enormous numbers, and thither rnigrated the thoù'sande


