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HRISTENDOM has mno grander
canticle than the glorious
anthem that will be sung
throughout the world on Easter
morning: “Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us, therefore,
let us keep the feast.” Here the
spirit of the old Hebrew poets,
and the soul of Christianity,
found eloquent expression
through the medium of a Greek
dialect. The antithetic parallel-
ism of the sweet singers of Israel
never had a mobler theme, and,
therefore, never evoked richer
music than these inspiring anti-
phons. The Children of Men,
the Priests of the Lord, and the Servants of the
Lord sing with pure heart and humble voice: “For
in that he died, he died unte sin once;” and the
Spirits and Souls of the Righteous, fling back to
earth, the trinumphant pacan—"But in that he liveth,
he liveth unto God.” The voices of the Night whisper
“For since by man came death”—and the glorious
Easter Dawn responds—“By man came also the resur-
rection of the dead.” The winds sol ly
moan: “For as im Adam all die,” and the summer
tephyrs, the Easter bells, and the Church Militant
join with the Church Triumphimnt in the joyful
acclaim—"“Even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
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we shall miss an essential

THE SPIRIT part, if not the whole of the
OF EASTER. spirit of Easter, if we regard the
Resurrection as something only

affecting a possibly remote future; as assuring us
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simply of victory over the grave. Neither the in-
spired writer, nor the Fathers of the Church, who

collated this ter Anthem from his writings, made
this mistake. is the practical application of
the Easter in the same impressive antithetical
straim reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed sis~but alive unto God, through

Jesus Christ our " And we are enjoined to keep
the feast: “Not th the old leaven, mor with the
leaven of -.m wickedness—but with the un-
leavemed sincerity and truth.,” The Sun of
Righ has arisen already, and as the sweetest
of omr medern peects sings:

*1 hld it truth with him who sings,
one clear harp in divers tones

t mem may rise on stepping stones,
» dead selves to higher things.”
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EHAT too is the teaching of
or 3 Nature at this glorious
YEBAR. dawn of Nature's year. Here and
w is “the Resurrection and

The lHlies in our chancels, the
rees, every blade of corn springing up from
is quickened except it die—all

of the rrection not omnly of the body,
soul. call us in trumpet tomes to
spiritunl death to life; to loftier comcep-
ur God; and to higher semse of responsibil-
men. The Kingdom of God, for the
pray, is within us, and it is for
we will. Whenever those who
eall themselves Christians arise

already fess |

to this | the Kingdoms of this world will
become the Kinglems of our Lord and of his Christ.




