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ST, GEORGE'S DAY AN EMPIRE DAY.
: What St. Andrew's Day is to the
8cotchman and St. Patrick’s Day to the
Irishman, St. George’s Day always has
been to the Englishman, although prob-
ably in lesser degree, especially at home.
An eﬁort is now bLe'ng made in Engla.ﬁd
end’ indeed throughout the ' empire, to
mere sincerely popularize ghe anniversary,
and in this matter the centenary of our
focal St. George’s Society - which is to be
e celebration of more than. customary
eclat, is in fitting accord with the senti-
ment now prevailing throughout the rest
of -the empire. The effort is in fact being
made from the c/entml society in London
to make the yearly event henceforth one
of more than btrictly English celebration,
the -sentiment being expressed that it
might! well beé jéined' in by ¥y oné loyal
¢o the empire, wherever be - birthplace
of himeelf or parents - L’ f
. ‘While there’ ig " therefore - considerible
room for pride that in the good old loyal-
ist city of St..John has flourished for so
dong a:society proclaiming by its eminent
membership the fact that the city is in
no small degree directly and most worth-
ily English, there is likewise opportunity
for those who: hold the thistle and the
shamrock a wee mite dearer than ‘the rose
to. rejoice on :their being component con-
stituents of the empire over which the
cross of St. George floats in proud de-
fiance to all' the rest of creation. Alto-
gether irrespective of creed and party,
Canada in general and St. John in par-
ticular can afford to join cordially in the
mcceptance of such an anniversary as more
than distinctly English, as even more than
in any restricted sense British, but as a
British anniversary in its broadest sense,
covering every section of the empire. This
is the sense in which the last annual re-
port of the Society of St. George in Lon-
don advocates the making of April 23 a
great imperial day of celebration. It is
the sense in which the late Sir Walter

sub-
1.

. Besant, one of the leading lights of the

society, sought by word and pen to stir
wp sentiment. It is. the sense in which
the Duke of Cambridge, president of the
London Society, endorses the report.

And there are many reasons why the
event should be an imperial occasion, for
besides being a public holiday for cen-
turies in England, it is the - day upon
which Shakespeare, the greatest represen-
tative of the language, was born and up-
bn which he also died. Toward the close
of a war which has done so much to
cement more closely the various sections
of the empire, the celebration of St.
George’s Day is likewise peculiarly appro-
priate, for St. George was the soldier
@int. Under his banner our Indian Em-
pire was founded and.the American col-
anies established. Out of the white and
red banner grew the Un‘on Jack by the
inclusion of the Scotch and Irish sym-
bols, and the flag under which we live
today is surely deserving of all the sen-
timenta]l endorsement can cvoke.
Nothing that stimulates healthy
ment should be regarded as trivial, and if
our St. John society can by ils present
celebration add to the pride of the flag
which should be the patriotic acelaim of
every British citizen, it' will have accom:
plished a worthy object. As the report
of the London Society previously referred
to remarks:

“It shou!d be our earnest endeavor to
impress upon the minds of future gener-
ations—the children of the empire—the
necessity of cohesion -and union, to which
end we would trarsfer, or rather restore,
the oid May Day chbzervances, antedating
them by one week, so that the 23rd of

‘April, 8t. George’s Day, should in future
be celebrated as Empire Day Shake-

we
senti-

gpeare’s Day—-England’s Day—and Chil-
dren’s Day.”
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THE AMERICAN VIEW OF IT.

There is no doubt that the possibility
of_ British imperial discrimination being
established agaimst trade not under the
flag is a fearsome thing to the American
leaders of public opinion. Of late the
New York press have been evincing par-
ticular anxiety in favor of reciprocity
with Canada, under the evident impression
that if imperialism should take any more

positive stand than that already attained

it would seriously menace the trade that
the United States already enjoys with
this country. It is therefore a natural
sequence that those papers should view
the mew imperial budget in the same light
and assert unhesitatingly that it looks
disastrous for American trade connection
with England. The expressions of the
papers of the leading American cities are
in fact almost umanimously critical of the
budget exactly in this view and, whether
aggressive or not, predict the probable
development of practical discrimination
within the empire as a consequence. The
New York Times asserts that but little
stimulus need be required to render Can-
ada and Australia capable of supplying all
the British demand for grain, and quates
statistics of production and consumption
in support of that assertion. The New
York Evening Post says that the budget:

“ijs a part of his scheme for imperial
federation. But if Sir Michael consents
to differential duties in favor of the col-
onies, he abandons free trade outright. He
throws down the bars to every claimant
for protection. * * * The progress of
this parliamentary battle will be watched
in other parts of the world with interest
as intense as any part of the Boer war
from its beginuing to the present time.”

The New York Commercial Advertiser
gays in part:

“Ag soon as the Canadian government
recognized once for all that we were in-
different to reciprocity, they set about
cultivating the British market and made
their preferential tariff. . They will get
little encouragement from the grain and
flour duties proposed yesterday in the im-
perial House of Commons unless these are
accepted as preparation for a colonial
preference. It would promote the chief
object of the conference of colonial pre-
mmiers to meet in London next Jume if
Mr. Chamberlain could point to a begin-
ning made in the exclusion of foreign
grain. Nothing but that, in fact, would
convince the colonies that they will witi-
mately get a preference in the British
market.”

The New York Journal of Commerce
takes possibly a less pronounced view of
the trend of events, but in the same line,
and says: ,

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach’s duty on wheat

and flour is very small and the necessity
of getting more revenue is very great, but
the Bnglish protectionists will feel that
they have won a decided victory, and that
the thin edge of the wedge having en-
tered, it will be comparatively easy to
drive it farther. The duty on wheat is
double the registration tax of a shilling
a quarter which remained long after prac-
tical free trade was the avowed policy
of the kingdom, and Sir Michael says the
elimination of this trifling impost did not
reduce the price of food and restoring a
higher one would oot increase it.
" The drift of the whole fenor of the
American press on the matter is indeed,
whether veiled in its expression or mot,
that the United States may be the loser
through the outcome and development of
the British tariff now incepted.

CREMATION.

The cremation in Montreal on Friday
'ast of the body of such a prominent man
as ex-Semator Ogilvie in the crematory
that had been presented to the Mount
Royal Cemetery by Sir W. C. MacDonald,
seems to certainly indicate that cremation
has been begun in Canada’s leading city
under distinguished auspices. This is the
first crematory to be opéned in Canada
and it will be interesting to watch whether
the practice of this disposal of "the dead
may grow in consequence- Certainly the
Montreal people have struck a nice idea
in having their crematory in a cemetery
and if it could be carried into effect in
completeness a cemetery would stand to
lose a great deal of the unattractiveness
which it now posscsses to those who can-
not but regard such a spot as the resting
place of coftined bones and grinning skele-
tons and similar unpleasant things which
the aspect of a graveyard so frequently
inspires. :

If instead of such things a cemetery im-
plied a garden containing only the beau-

tiful in vegetation and the ashes of our.

departed .friends, its attractiveness would
surely be enhanced. That is the senti-
ment which the Montreal crematory peo-
ple are seeking to cultivate and for which
purpose they recently issued quite an ex-
tensive pamphlet presenting a history of
cremation and arguments * in “its favor
Prejudice, they say, founded mainly upon
the practice of centuries in the disposal of
the bodies of the dead, is rapidly vanish-
ing before the ever-zaining realization of
the Dbenefits and advantages of cremation
as carried on in accordance with accepted
scientific principles- Religion has no real
standing in the question. Burial was not
an outcome of the teachings of Christian-
ity and has no stronger claim for reten-
tion than the methods of transportation
of bygone days. Cremation was practiced
by the primitive Aryans, who consigned
the bodies of the dead to the flames in
the belief that by such means alone could
the body be transformed into a spirit.
The ancient inhabitants of Britain, France
and Scandinavia thus also disposed of
their dead until the ninth century and at
one time all the great nations of the
world, excepting on'y the Kgyptians, Per-
sians and Chinese, practiced cremation
either wholly or in par‘g.'

“Phe modern practice of cremation is
however far more beautiful and scientific
than in ancient times and of late years
the sentiment in its favor has been stead-

ily gaining ground. Since 1885 crematories

and Manchester, England, and Glasgew,
Scotland. There were 300 cremations at
the municipal crematorium in Paris in
1900, and ‘several crematories are in oper-
ation now also in Germany, Denmark,
Sweden and Switzerland. In the United
States in 1884 there were but two crema-
tories and 16 cremations; in 1900 there
were 24 crematories and 2,414 cremations,
A calm consideration of all the circum-
stances of the subject therefore does not
tend to inspiré ome with repugnance to
it; rather the contrary.

ALWAYS READY.

The departure from this city Monday

of some seventy-five more of our stalwart
young men who have volunteered to join
the fourth Canadian contingent for the
empire’s gervice in South Africa, marks
with additional emphasis the spirit of loy-
alty which pervades our citizens and the
fact that we are eminent among the in-
domitable people who have inherited the
true characteristics of the Angloaxon
race.
Would it make any difference to the
people of New Brunswick if the war were
growing fiercer instead of evidently peter-
ing out? The only difference would be a
greater rush to volunteer for service and
greater enthusiasm among the populace to
cheer the boys who represent us. It is
the same old  enthusiasm that character-
ized the famous 104th regiment in the war
of 1812, gathering one thousand strong at
Fredericton and traversing ‘the wilderness
to Quebec in the month of March, there-
after taking most notable part in the de-
fence of their country. It is the same old
enthusiasm that has welcomed with warm-
est affection every representative of our
embire’s royalty and regarded as entirely
obliterating all lines of creed or party
every public movement which made iteelf
apparent for the good of the empire, cost
what it might. It is the same old en-
thusiasin which leads the mothers, wives
and sweethearts of the men to cheer for
the old flag ‘with a fervency that means
their willingness to endure privation, even
sacrifice of their best and dearest, if need
be, in eagerness only that New Brunewick-
ers shall ever .maintain unsullied the stan-
dard of their faithfulness to patriotic duty,
ready to dare and do when duty calls.
It’s in the blood, you know, and when
you scratch a New Brunswicker let any
foe of Britain and of Canada look out for
inevitable consequencea.

It is not unnatural therefore that the
lion and bulldog currents in our veins
should need but little stirring to evince
their characteristics. ' Nor is it at all
necessary to do more at any time than
make the invitation in order to abun-
dantly fill our quota of soldiers ready to
fight the battles of the empire even seven
thousand miles away. It might be re-
garded by some as rather a marvellous
thing that such spontaneity of service
should exist in any country similarly situ-
ated, and doubtless to many another coun-
try this spectacle of eagerly volunteering
in all the provinces of Canada for South
African service has seemed a marvel. In
European nations where military service
is compulsory, the spectacle is beyond
comprehension. And certainly not only
bhave our New Brunswick volunteers
proved themselves leaders in stimulating
the rest of Canada and the colonies else-
where to noble deeds, but have marked
themselves in every emergency as the
most reliable of those who maintain the
traditions of the flag, the equals of any
on the field and the superiors of the ma-
jority.

It is no small thing for the men of our
little province to have earned for them-
selves such distinction as heroes and such
words of commendation as have come to
them from the greatest generals of modern
times. They have not only won distinc-
tion for themselves, but for Canada and
for their province. They have shown the
world that -the country which can pro-
duce such men must be indeed a splendid
land. They have opened the eyes of Eng-
land to the supreme value of Canada as
a part of the empire; they have taught
all England’s possible foes that the em-
pire and not little England alone is what
their enemy would mean, and besides ad-
vertising the fact that Canada at a call
could readily raise an army of fifty or a
hundred thousand men, the best of sol-
diers, they have advertised our Canada
as a land most desirable in peace, blest
with the institutions of self-government
that make for greatest freedom, vigor,
contentment and prosperity, a land in
which the best of all the world might be
proud to aspire for citizenship. Such are
our fathers’ sons and such their char-
acter that in all modesty and yet in pride
one may stand up today and cheer once
more because of power to say “I'm a New
Brunswicker.”

THE IMMIGRATION QUESTION.

The restrictions which the United States
authonities impose upon the immigration
into that country frequently result in a
number of settlers which the American
officials decide to be unsuitable for their
citizenship being dumped back on Canada,
throngh which they. happen to have passed
in their transit from the old world to the
United States. The question naturally
arises whether an immigrant decided as
unsuitable by the American authorities
should be accepted by Canada for citizen-
ship? Should jve not be at least as care-
ful of lowering the status of our popula-
tion as are our neighbors to the south?
And then the secondary question comes
to one, why could not the expense of a
double patrolling of the perts and boun-
dary line of Canada be done away with

have been erecled in Woking, Liverpool ; by the simple expedient of the authorities

of heth countries uniting in a cemsmaon de-
sision as to what disqualifications should
prevent the aceeptance of immigrants by
either country?

The United States ® government main-
tains an expensive system of patrol to
prevent the entrance from Canada of dis-
eased foreign immigrants into their coun-
try, and while their system of prevention
seems successful in many cases, yet it ap-
pears impossible that very many cases
should mot escape detection. When the
undesirable immigrant is detected in mak-
ing the entry he is often left in Canada.
We take it that persons afflicted with
contagious diseases are mo more desired
by Canada than by the American republic.
Surely a decision can be arrived at by the
medical officers of both governments which
will define these diseases and prevent the
use of Canada as the dumping ground for
foreign immigrants rejected by the United
States. Such a course would be mutually
advantageous, saving much expenditure to
both governments, and, what is of greater
importance, eliminating from our borders
en undesirable class of immigration. It
is worthy of serious consideration by both
countries.

THE KILLING OF “.YELLOW JACK."

The discovery said to have been made
in Cuba by the United States medical
authorities that yellow fever can only be
tranamitted by the bite .of an infected
mosquito, seems to be one of the most
important scientific discoveries of modern
times, if all that is said about it be true.
It is stated by Dr. Alvah H. Doty, who
for the past eight years has been health
officer of the port of New York and who
has made a special study of yellow fever,
that he is now entirely satisfied the disease
is mot contagions except through the
mosquito infection, that five days is the
limit of incubation and that therefore he
will strongly recommend a relaxation of
quarantine regulations in regard to the
matter. He believes that after a vessel
has been five days out from a yellow-fever
port she should be able to land passengera
and cargo at any, other port without
danger of infecting people at that port.
The mosquitoes at New York, it is said,
are totally different from the yellow-fever
species, and- there is no record there of
any secondary cases of the fever. If this
be correct it will certainly be a great Te-
lief to commence with yellow-fever ports,
which, through the quarantine regulations,
has  hitherto been mhaterially restricted.
«Yellow Jack” has killed his thousands,
and it will be a great thing now if he has
been trailed to his lair.

PRESENTATION TO
DR. PATTERSON,

e

Physician Honored on the Eve of Departure
for the West. '

pe—

Westfield, ‘April 21—A  mumber of the
friends of Dr. ¥. P. Patterson gathered on
Saturday evening at E. S. Stevenso’s resi-
dence, Westfield, N. B., and presented the
doctor with the following address and a
(beautiful Bible, with this inscription: *Dr,
F. P. Patterson, Westfield, N. B.,” in gilt
Jetters on ‘the, cover, and also a very fine
dbony gold-headed’ cane, bearing his initi-
als. The Bible was a gift from the ladies
and the cane from tha gentlemen. G. W.
Crawford was asked ‘to preside, and in a
few remarks explained the gathering’s
object. The doctor seemed greatly sur-
prised.

The address was read by Rev. A. C.
Bell, who said, in making the presenta-
tion, 'that all classes deeply regretted to
gee the doctor go. Several of ithe ladies
and gentlemen present also spoke of their
high appreciation and wished him success
in his new field. Dr. Patterson expects to
remove in a few days to British Columbia.
The doctor made a very touching. reply.
He said that during his residence in West-
field ‘he had received a great deal of kind-
ness, but such expressions of good will
from his friends on this occasion were
really more, he felt, than he deserved. He
warmly thanked all for the address and
gifts  and amidst an exchange of parting
words the company separated.

Following is the address:

F. P. Patterson, M. D., Westfield, N. B.

Dear Sir,—We, the undersigned residents
of Westfield, N. B., desire to express to
you our deep regret at your removal_ from
our community. During ‘your residence
among us of about four years, you have
won the esteem and confidence of all
classes by your many acts of kindness and
by your honorable and gentlemanly bear-
ing. ‘We wish to express our high appre-
ciation of the willingness with which you
gave your services to the.poor, where no
remuneration was likely to come to you in
return for valuable aid given them. The
many critical cases you* have helped to
regain health and strength are strong evi-
dences to us of your marked ability and
wide knowledge in the scieace of medicine.

As citizens we have always found you
kind, obliging and neighborly in the fullest
sense of the 'term.

'As 2 small token of our high respect and
esteem toward you, we wish you to accept
this Bible and cane as souvenirs of your
sojourn among us. In removing to the
great and growing west, where you will
no doubt find a larger sphere for the exer-
cise of the fine talents you possess, W€
have no hesitancy in predicting that therd
is a bright and prosperous future before
you; and rest assured wherever you may
settle that our best wishes and prayers
nwill follow you and may the overruling
Providence direct your steps throughout
all the coming of years of your life.

Capt.J. McCordock, W. B. Watters, C.
D. Jones, W. Stevens, J. A. Gilliland, I.
T. Fairweather, W. M. Jourdan, H. Joha-
ston, G- R. Willett, H. M. Woods, E. S.
Stevenson, G. W. Crawford, A. E. Rowley,
Rev. A. C. Bell, and others.

Two Thousand Machinists Strike.

Schenectady, N. Y., April 18—The mem~
bers of the Moulders’ Union in the Gen-
eral Electric works, left their work today
in sympathy with the metal polishers and
serew makers who are on strike. The
men say that there are nosw 1.400 men out.
Two thousand machinists left the works
at 2.15 this afternoon and as they went
out, hundreds of other employes joined
them.

In the grand canyon of Colorado a
man's voice can be heard over a distance
of 18 mules.
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coat shape.

Actually save it.

Sr. JomN, N. B., April 22, 1902.

Spring Overcoats.

Come now! tell the truth? If you had a nice spring top-coat,
wouldn’t you wear it instead of that heavy winter overcoat ? or instead
of risking a cold by going without any coat at all?

There are such coats here as you never saw before; such fit; such
happy hits of style ; and such new adaptations of cloth to the top-coat

Prices $7.00 to $25.00.
Bring Your Boy Here and Save Money.

Pretty nearly the whole of Saint John knows that by now—if you
are one of the few who don't it is high time you came and learned.
Every cloth and pattern and color you can think of—mixed, light, dark,
lively, quiet. Judging from the way you kept our salesmen on the jump
Saturday this must be the only store for boys™ clothing in town—it is,
so far as style and value go. ;

Boys’ Snilor Suits, -
Boys’ Russian Blouse Suits,
Boys’ Two Piece Suits, -

Boys’ Three
MAIL ORDERS.

Piece Suits, -

$ .75 to $1.00

. 5.00 to 5.50
- 1.50 to 6.00
- "3.00 to 10.00

Do not let distance deter you from s'ending‘ us a order.
Remember our store is as near to you as your nearest letter box,

and at all times we will be pleased to answer an enquiry.

Send for our Spring Sample Book. Mailed for the asking.

GREATER OAK HALL,

Cor " Germat. SCOVIL BROS. & CO.

HON. GEO. E. FOSTER AND
J. D. HAZEN AT SPLENDID
' PATRIOTIC MEETING.

(Continued from page i.)

and was enthusiastically encored in re-
sponse to which he sang the last verse.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster. «

Hon. Geo. E. Foster was then intro-
duced by Dr. Walker who thanked him
for accepting the society’s invitation to
be present on  this occasion. On rising
Mr. Foster received a very cordial wel-
come. He said it gave him great pleas-
ure to come to St. John because he felt
that here he had friends who would Te-
ceive him warmly. Probably they recog-
nized true merit when they met it. He
paid a graceful tribute to St. George, the
patron saint of the society and of Eng-
Jand, but his curiosity led him to ask
the fate of the beautiful maiden in whose
behalf St. George met and conquered the
dragon. According to fiction they should
have loved, married and lived happy
ever after. The patron saints of coun-
tries are the incarnation of the best in-
stincts and inspirations of the countries
whose saints they are and as such they
draw us and we are better because of
the moral lessons and precepts we learn
from them. They are idealisms and we
strive to imitate them.

It might be said why, in Canada, have
any patron saints? Why should St.
Patrick be recognized as the patron saint
of Ireland, St. Andrew of Scotland, St.
David of Wales? It seems a superfluity
but a good philosophy.underlies and aside
from the bonds of goodfellowship which
national societies founded with these
saints as patrons bring out, they have a
better foundation in their contributions
to the patriotic feeling which assists in
the knitting together of all who own these
saints and countries. 'the man is mnot
much good to (Canada as a citizen who
has not depth enough of soul to retain a
loving memory of the, old home. If he
has not this depth he is not strong enoufh
to make the best citizen.

The electric wires between: various parts
of the empire, in their ceaseless bringing
of good will too and fro have done as
much as any one thing to make the senti-
ment for the flag as broad a thing as it
is today and so these saints also have
their parts to play. It is a pride to be
an Englishman but what makes it so. 1t
is a passport to a condition of civil and
social liberty which was never equaled
until this day. In ancient days to be a
Roman citizen was considered a good
thing but how small was Rome at her
best beside the British empire of today.
We have a right to be proud of our em-
pire,

More than 1900 years ago the Picts
and Scots came out from far away in the
mystic past and on this anvil Roman,
Saxon, Dane and Norman beat for century
after century until there arose a consoli-
dated mation which for years has been
in the vanguard of civilization, liberty
and justice at the head of the world.
Never since this nation was welded to-
gether has foreign foe set.foot on that
domain but many eruptions have issued
out and in France, Ilanders and all
battle fields achieved a reputation on
which there is no stain; deny it who can.
Coming up along the line of English his-
tory we find the outpouring broods of
Britain planting broadcast on every side
that flag, a flag under which justice is
found in such plenty as to be symbolical
with British liberty, law and institutions.
Well has it been said that no slave’s
chain clanks bemeath the British fHag.
Wherever that flag is planted freedom
tules as a dove with white wings, and
henighted man begins to see liberty, true

liberty, from bemeath his former oppres-
sion.

What nation shows such a long line of
nation builders as those great Englismen,
Irishmen and Scotchmen who settled
down among. alien populations and, ere
the breath of life left their bodies, they
left behind a country, a nation inculcated
with the spirit of British liberty. Take
Egypt, what a splendid triumph that
country is for any pation. What sagacity
has made out of that country an empire
within an empire where the poorest
fellahleen can lift his head as-proudly as
any there.

The other day in Matoppo, was laid
away the last of the nation builders who

has succumbed to death after a brilliant”

but short career of empire building. Poor
Rhodes. We may not live to see it bub
eventually there will be a highway of pro-
gress from the Cape to Cairo with Brit-
ish flags and British sentinels dotting it
on its path from south to north.

In colonization, Britain has the proud-
est record of any nation. Others have col-
onies but what a difference.there is be-
tween British colonies and those others.
Today they speak of the over seas empire
linked with the is'and empire. And what
glorious nations are these colonies. Is
there any variety of climate they do not
possess? Is there any resource not - con-
tained within the borders of. some of
them? From the luscious fruit. of the
tropics to the grain of the colder regions
all are found in British dominions. Is
there anything that the over seas empires
does not possess and when we come to
think of this vast equipment of force the
best of us must stand agape- A military
system is strong because of its munitions
of war. Its strength lies in the accumu-
lation of these. The civil system is strong
because of the accumulations of years of
civilization. Standing as we are at the
opening of the 20th century with eivili-
zation pressing us forward what progress.
is not possible in the next 50 or 100 years
and if the over seas Britain has now but
a small proportion of the island’s wealth
and population, give us 50 years to go and
what becomes—we will then be able to
turn our eyes islandwards and say:
Mother ever benign and kind your chil-
dren are able to enjoin you to take your
rest; you have nurtured us, you have rear-
ed us; now we're grown we’ll protect the
emipire.

What a thrilling shock to all the na-
tions of the old world when, on Kruger's
sullen, ill-timed and insolent manifesto a
growl of indignation arose from over the
seas showing as it did that those arousing
the mother must deal with sturdy sons.
He made bold to say that the very dis-
position of old Europe toward Britain has
been tempered and annealed by the atti-
tude of the colonies. But enough of the
retrospect. By the fires of the past we
must warm our vigor for the future.

We have outgrown many things in our
growth and progress and one of these is
that old Downing street rule which is
past and gone forever; we have outgrown
the colonial status. We stand today where
every citizen of the empire should stop
his wabbling and decide what his future
course will be. We have passed that per-
jod where there was a fear of disintegra-
tion in Canada- For a time.two forces
were at work, the cohesive force which
drew us to the empire and the centrifugal
force which threatened to rend us. Now,
however, that bogie also has gone and
there is no further fear that the thought
of possible disintegration will ever return.
We no longer fear absorption into. some
greater meighboring body. There was a
time when the prophets of manifest des-
tiny were wont to say that we -would
eventually gravitate toward the TUnited
States and become part of it. Then there
were the men who lounged on the line
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fence of the 49th degree and, looking into
the garden on the other side, desired what
they saw there, longed for the flesh pots
of that later Egypt. Now these men have
ceased and are standing for the integrity
of the empire. I

Wihat has taken the place of these cries?
Imperialism has succeeded them, the
transformation of the spirit which enriches
the empire -and gives it greatness. We
look forward to pages of hisfory embel-
lished with greater namies and greater
deeds than any which have gone. Of
course when there is any great foree
abroad gathering power there are in its
wake the men with moulds, the men who
know just how the desired end may be
achieved, just how the spirit of imiper-
ialism may be diverted and brought into
the proper channels. They proffer their
own little narrow moulds and say, “Run
it into this.”” There have always been
men with moulds in all things. They have
been found in the church and in the school
and he was not sure but they are still
there. “Lord preserve us from the men
with moulds.”

This imperialism is too loving, oo vital
to be run in moulds. All we want is that
it shall be run in noble ideals and splen-
did accomplishments. This empire is just
as strong and able to stand in proportion
to the way it can make its force felt. The
problem now before us is how best to pro-
vide protection for the empire over the
seas On this there is a difference of opin-
ion. One man says he favors Canada de-
fending herself but objects to her going
out to Britain’s wars. This view is abound-
ingly selfish and superlatively foolish; sel-
fish because he is willing 1o sit in Can-
ada, take aid and give none, and foolish
because the strength of one part is as the
strength of all and the Canadian soldier
who went to Africa and struck a blow
for African homes struck just as firm a
blow for his own homes and institutions.

Others say we should be independent,
but what more independence could we
have than what we've got. King Ed-
ward’s power can make the proudest na-
tion quake but it cannot touch a hair
of the head of the weakest child in Can-
ada. Yet we know that every British bat-
tleship and every British gun is for the
defence of the meanest Canadian subject.
Independence has its cost and its respon-
sibilities.

The speaker represented (Canada in the
ﬁ§hgrles matter between :Canada and the
pr!:ed States and he knew that ‘the do-
minion would have had no standing but
for the empire back of . her.

1}1 this world about the best way to be
safe is to be so powertul as to compel op-
ponents to let you alone so, consequently,
the best plan for empire protection is for
all to join and let it be clearly understood
that whqever attacks British homes any-
where must count upon the opposition of
British subjects everywhere, and as the
years roll round we shall still celebrate
the memory of the patron saint of Eng-
land and the high ideals of Britain. What
man can cast the horoscope of the future
of Britain 50 years from today? When
we think of the accomplishments of the
present day, what man can tell the status
of the countries in 100 years? Men may
be born, live their brief span and die, but
the empire properly based may last
through ages: What will Canada, India,
Australia, Africa be when they get ma-
tured growth? We will not be here to
see but we can contribute to the grand
result now in order that we may be as-
sured that the glorious banner flowing
over us may be in the future as in the
past a synonym of the widest liberiy, the
most splendid progress that the world has
ever been blessed with.

"_1‘he meeting closed with God Save the
King and cheers for the king and the
speakers,
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