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POLITICAL PROSPECTS.

The prophets who declare that
Union Government is bound to go
down to defeat at the next elections,
because it has lost some by-elections,
and because it is a bad time for Gov-
ernments any , will not find much
ground for their hopes in the results

of the general elections in New
Zealand, or in Australia, any more
than in France and Italy. According

to the political prophets the Govern-
"ments of both Australia and New
Zealand had reached the end of their

tether and were doomed to over

whelming defeat whenever they dared |¢

to face a general election, but both
ceme back to power with large
majorities. The fact that the Aus-
sralian Coalition Government came

back on a strong policy of tariff pro-
tection has a special interest for this
country
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In strenuous times,
accused it of possessing much
subtlety — its leader’s outstanding
characteristics are frankness aad sin-
cerity—so there may have been no de-
i'berate purpose in allowiig Mr.
Crerar and his co'leaza=; fo enunci-
ate rather extravagart views without
eny effort to challenga or canvass
them. But the appaven* indifference
of the Governmait so far may turn
out to have been good political
strategy. Uncheciked by authoritative
writicism Mr. Crasur has advocsted
. /extreme poiicies that a Farmer’a party
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power, would be chary of carrying out
in their entirety, In the general dis-
cussion which will precode a general
eloction Mr. Crerar will have to mod-
\ly some of his viaw= or run the risk
of allenating the support of many
farmers themselves. With European
nations, Australia and Latin America
going in more strongly for tariff pro-
tection as a relt of the lessons
learned in the war, and with our next
dcor neighbor enriched by the war
preducing a big surplus of both farm
and manufactured products, the Cana-
dian farmers are goiug to think twice
before giving Mr, Crerar a mandate to
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\fter dallying with various proposi-
for years the British Govern-
has at Isat decided to offer pri-
builders subsidies of £130,
£140, £160, according to the class of
house built. If houses are not com-

vate

will be subjeet to reductions. Dr.
Addison, the Minister of Health, esti.
mated that this scheme will result in
the erection of 100,000 houses within
a year at a cost to the Government
of £16,000,000. At this rate it would
years to build the half
mildon houses now said to be re-
quired. While the Government pro-
peses to subsidize private construc-
tion, it is urging the municipal au-
thorities to embark on  housing
sckemes which would involve an ex-
penditure of one billion pounds in five
years—which they are very uniikely
to do in competition with subsidized
private construction.

‘Whatever may be said of the Cana-
dian Government’s housing scheme it
has the merit of having ailready pro-

the United States, where {rel

od jected to

to acquire homes at cost. T?Om
dian scheme is also calcul to ex-
ercise some influence on rents. The
Biitish scheme, though it will grant a
subsidy equal to one-fourth or one-
third of the cost of a house, does not
attempt to influence the rents that
may be charged; nor does it provide
for sale of thé subsidized house to the
occupant at cost. :

The Unton Gaovernment in ita hous-
ing scheme has considered the inter
ests of the wageearner In a manner
the British Government is mnot yet
disposed to do.
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BELGIUM’S AMBITION. s

The Allfed Council does not have to
look for trouble. Now perky Belgium
warnts a new international status. She
wants to be freed from the fetters of
permanent neutrality with which she
waa bound in 1839. She observes that
the international guarantees did not
save her invasion, and only
luiled her into a false sense of security.
She says she would sooner rely on
herself and such allles as she can se-
cure, and she points with pride to the
fact that she has the nucleus of a
navy, and an army on a peace footing
of 100,000, capable of expansion to
700,000 in war. Besides, King Albert
and his Ministers argue that neutral:
ity 18 incompatible with full sove-
reignty and independence, and with
the new prestige little Belgium won
in the war.

France is said to look with favor on
Belgium's ambition to be more than
a cipher in European affairs, and to
be anxious to have her join the Anglo-
French Alliance, There 1is fear is
some quarters, however, that Belgium
may be too ready to provoke a quar-
with Holland over the Zeeland and
Limburg questions if ghe 18 not sub-
neutral restraint, at least

from

uutil the passions provoked by the war
follow- |have time to cool.

| WHAT THEY SAY |

Sure Things,
(Hamilton Spectator.)

De Valera, in returning to Ireland
from the U »d States, avers that
his efforts there have met with sue-
ces He fails to state what kind.
It can hardly be financial, or the fact
would have been blazoned throughout
the land.

Sporty But Sensible.
(Calgary Herald.)
The British House of Commons has
rejected the Lottery Bond scheme by
a decisive vote. John Bull will meet
I

s obligations in the straight old-
fashioned way. He loves to bet on
the races, but gambling will not be

the n's finances.

The Patlent People.

permitted in

Sun.)

Sir John A. Macdonald used to com.
plain that the plain people asked for
so little. Had they asked for more
t would have been e er, he believ-
2d, for his government to hold the
morous and self-seeking in their
The people who pay taxes in
province will do well to con his
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(Montreal Herald.)

:al that Canada should
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The

prop
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he ( .rio board of trade meeting
)y the ury representatives and
a ied U mously, is one which
frequs heen suggested to
successive governments but never
acted upon Fity-four countries use
age, while Canada with
per cent. of the world's

1, has no nickel coin

Price-Fixing.
(Hamilton Herald.)
condemns the fixing
i ple.” That
as to be ex-
1 free. trader.
But ldn’t it be int sting to have
a ate on the subject arranged be-
tween Mr. Drury and that man O'Con-

nor?

Rocking the Boat.

(London Free Press.)
“Ryverybody steady! Thig is no time
to rock the boat Toronto Globe,
Very good and very true Yet in
the next column in our contemporary’s
issue we read:

“If the circumstances surrounding
the so-called investigation . are
such as reported, the authorities have
added another to the series of blund-
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Last Sundey morning I had

for the wawk and Mary Watkin
all dressed up as if she was el
ware or jest going some place,
and 1 stopped going past, say
out? .

Good morning, no, Im com

Puds came up with new brown

Maybe, perhapsl dont know
aed. And jest then Sam Cross
looking so gra., and he stood

you wunt to?
O posserbly, 11l see, Benny
sed Mary Watkins, well, I haff

wawk with her if she pald me.
Neither would I, I gess she

Puds, ware you
did I, thats wat
the corner but

by himselfy And

behind the window,
and wawked rite past as
there or mot.
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'Benny’s Note Book

on, and '} started to wawk past Mary Watkinses

And we kepp on tawking diffrent ansers and questions and I
saw Puds Simkins coming up the street and I quick sed, Do
you wunt to take & wawk this aftirnoon after dinnir?

O I dont know, I mite, maybe, she sed. Wich jest then

fill, and he started to tawk by joining in the conservation, and
pritty soon he sed to Mary Watkins, How would you Hke to go
for a ‘wawk after dinner, would you like to?

How about taking a wawk this aftirnoon, Mary, wil you, do

and I sed, G, gosh, tawk about stuck up, I wouldent

Cross, and Puds Simkins sed, I gess she thinks I am too, she
can take a wawk with herself if she wunts to take a wawk,
And I went home for dinnir, and rite after dinnir I wawked
erround to Mary Watkinses, thinking she mite be waiting for
me, and who did I meet but Puds Simkins, me saying,
going? and Puds sed, O
thawt maybe I1d take a wawk out to the park, and I sed, So
I thawt. And jest then who
Sam Cross, saying he was jest taking a wawk
we all started to wawk out to the park togeth-
er and wen we passed Mary Watkinses house she was setting
and we all tipped our hats proud
it we dident care weather she was
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house jest
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ther jest coming home frum sum-

looking pritty pritty all rite,
ing, Good morning, are you going
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ing home, sed Mary Watkins.

shoes on, not leoking so wonder-

yet, Benny asked me too, she
came up in new yello shoes, not
there a wile and then he sed,

and Puds jest asked me too,
to go in now. Wich she did,
take a

thinks Im her slave, sed Sam

Hello
noware speshil, I

terned erround

ers that have exasperated the return-
ed soldiers and their friends.”
Without knowing the circumstances
as it admits, The Globe accepts the
reported grievances as true and pro-
ceeds to berate the Gover
fuel to the

iment, there-

by adding flame. The

Globe wants to stand up in the boat
while it enjoins ot to keep it
steady.

An Old Familiar Story.

(Woodstock Sentinel-Review.)

Why is it that, while the great mass
of the members of the
the United States are m
l:n,le and moderate v
themselves so easily t
control of radical lead
erican paper which
to investigate the s
that only a small
labor men attend meetings at
which the radicals gain their influ-
ence. It is an olt familiar story. It
is an explanation that is not restrict-
ed to labor unions. It indicates one
of the serfous weaknesses of demo-

abor unions in
n of reason
, they allow
fall under the
2 An Am-
undertaken
ct, has found
portion of the

cracy. Too many of the people are
ndifferent and ready to leave their
work to be done by others who are

willing to do it.

Preached Virtue With Voice, Promot:

ed Vice With His Votes,
(Toronto Telegram.)

Ontario is forced to remember that
Hon. E. C. Drury came of voting age
in the beginnings of Canada's great
rallway debez 1

The origin ar
Laurier-Sifton-F

1 aggravation of the
ratrick railway in-
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| A BIT OF VERSE |

BEYOND WARS.

(For the League of Nations.)
Then will a quiet gather round the

door,

And settle on those evening flelas
again,

When women watch the slow, home-
coming men

Across brown acres hoofed and hurt

no more;—

sound of children's feet be on

the floor,

When lamps are lit, and stillness
deeper falls,

The

Unbroken where cattle in
their
Keep munching patiently upon their

store,

Only a scar beside the pasture gate,

A torn and naked tree upon the hill,

What times remembered will remind
them still

Of long disastrous days they knew of

ate;
Till these, too, yield for sweet, ac
i customed things—
And a man ploughs, & woman sews
and sings.
—David Morton.

MAKE

THE

HOME
ATTRACTIVE

iquities were fastened upon this coun-
try with the heip of Hon. E. C. Drury's
vote and influence at every general
election from 1000 to 1917.

Ontario’'s Premier builds a pulpit|

that Mr. Drury help-|
ed Laurieri o create. From that|
pulpit Hon. C. Drury preaches wis-
dom with his voice to a country that
Mr. Drury helped to curse with the
folly of his votes.
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ESTABLISHED 1894,
OPTICAL SERVICE
Unexcelled is What We Offer.
We gricd our own lenses, insur

ing you a service that is
PROMPT AND ACCURATE
Send your next repair to us.
D. BOYANER;
111 Charlotte Street

Main 1121

The BEST Combination

For Heavy Power Transmission

D. K. BALATA BELTING

and Crescent Plates

D. K. McCLAREN, 5IM. SR

90 Germain Street, 8t. John, N. B,

Rooms can be made
beautiful with Beaver
Board, nicely panelled.
Beamed ceilings
Beaver Board add to the

richness.

Send for sample or
"'phone Main 1893.

The Christie Woed-
working Ce., Ltd.
186 Lrin Street

NOW IN SEASON
Scallops, Oysters and

Clams.

SMITH’S FISH MARKET
25 Sydney Street
'Phone M 1704.

SEE OUR ENGRAVED

Christmas Greeting

LIMITED

— Box 702
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Cards

For personal or
business use.

FLEWWELLING PRESS,
'3 Market Sq., St. John

Hay, Grain, Flour,

MILL FEEDS

We 8ollcit Your Inquiries

moted a substantial amount of new
building, and has the great advantage

maddled with the responsibility of

of giving wage earners an opportunity

and ’ 4

Fern Pots, Flower Pots,
Hot Water Kettles, Cake Stands,

Smokers' Sets, Match Holders,
. Ash Trays, Cuspidors,

; Tobacco Jars

o .

And other attractive and useful gift
suggestions.

\ .
McAVITY’S king .

The Best Quality At A Reasonable Price
Diamonds for Christmas

Choicest of all presents is a fine diamond orna-
ment, Its dazzling beauty is eternal, undimmed
by time or wear. Its value increases with the
years. It conforms to the standards of good taste.
The diamond is always in style. When the fash-
ion in mountings changes, the stone can be reset
according to the mode.
Sharpe diamonds are chosen with extreme care
to secure high brilliance and fine color, the two
' chief points in the selection of a diamond. A large
assortment in small, medium and large stones, at

prices representing exceptional values.
Single Stone Rings—Plain and fancy mountings
in yellow and white gold and platinum,

$25.00 to $550.00
Cluster Rings—Small stones set to give the effect
of a single large diamond. Exquisite white gold
and platinum mountings, $125.00 to $325.00.
White Gold Bar Pins—Hand-made mountings in
finely pierced, filigree and open patterns,

$21.00 to $190.00
Scarf Pins—The latest styles in gold and platinum
mountings, .............. $15.00 to $80.00

L. L. Sharpe & Son

. Jewelers and Opticians
Two Stores: 21 King St., 189 Union St.
St. John, N. B.

-

‘Phone
M 2540

ur Three Specials

FOUNTAIN PENS
LEATHER GOODS AND
GIFT STATIONERY

Fountain Pens

We

are always sensible re-
membrances. have styles to

select from.

many

Gifts in Leather, such, for instance, as
Portfolios, Bill Folds, Purses, Wallets, and
Letter Cases.

Ladies’ Strap
Handle Purses

We are showing a
splendid line of these ¢,
goods.

Stationery in Gift Boxes

In choosing a Christmas gift of fine
social Stationery you can rest assured that
your present will be most acceptable.

Always useful and in perfect taste.

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Wm. St. .

The Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.

Engineers and Machinists
Iron and 3rass Castings. ‘Phone West 15.

West St. John G.H. WARING. Mann~-r

(lasses Will Re-open

after Christmas Holidays
Monday, January 5th.
Send for new Rate Card.

@\ S, KERR,

i

i C. H. PETERS’ SONS, LTD., ST. JOHN, N. B.

Principal

Use Diamond Calks

The Quick Modern Method of
Sharpening Horses’ Shoes

M. E. AGAR 51-53 Unionst.

‘Phone Main 818 St. John, N. B,
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Very newest
ed and emb:
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Crown an
DR. H.
Office hours:
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Knowlton &

General Agent

.
Electric Po
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HIRAM VW
] 91 Germain S

Head Office

527 Main Street L

'Phone $83

DR. J. D. MAHEF
Opes 9 a. m. U




