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Mr. Alphonse Robichaud Drew Money Under 
Several Names and Used Government Tracks 
To Cart Goods and For Joy fade — Some of 

These Things Cannot Be Justified Says Hon. 
Mr. Veniot, But He Does Not Find Them Ser­

iously Wrong.

luce.
Chargee Against an M. L. A.

R was further alleged that to secure 
work ou the Barren road It was no 
ceseary that the men should promise 
to deel at the «tore owned by J. G. 
Robichaud, M. L. A. The only evidence 
produced touching on this point was 
that of Agapit M&Uett, who swore that 
he "asked John G. Robtotraud for work 
on the road," and “he told me at first 
that there were enough men." In an­
swer to the question by Mr. B. . Smith, 
Did any conversation occur between 

yon and Mr. Robtchaud with regard to 
your taking goods put of his store for 
your pay on tiie road?" the witness an 
swered, “No." This wltneee swore 
that after Mr. Robichaud told him 
there were enough men on the road 
he went to Superviser McNally who 
gave him work and “He told me that I 
would take goods out of Mr. Robl- 
cbaud’s store." This latter statement 
was contradicted by Supervisor Mc­
Nally.

The statement made by Mallett that 
he -one never asked by Mr. Robthaud 
to take goods out of hie store fc# pay­
ment of his work on the road, and the 
denial of the supervisor are sufficient 
proof to my mind that there was no 
foundation for tills charge.

(Continued from page one) tqr truck No. 11, who took his meals
The text o, the reporta. toDowe: ^ot^ooToVt^he^r"' ttlî

To hie Honor the Llenut-OovemeMn- way they would have had to travel
, ... / a distance of from five to s}x miles

council. u after their day's work to secure pro-
B. F. Smith, Esq., a member of the (or their familles. I cannot

Legislature for the county of Caneton, 8ee that the chauffeur rendered hlm- 
havlng made the charge before the Belf guilty of any grave offense by
Public Accounts Committee of the Leg- this accommodating the workmen
islature that he had been creditably in. employed by the government 

M formed and had reason to believe that _ _ _ .
* Supervisor of Roads P. J. McNally and Made Money from Govt Truck. 

Gervals M. Hebert, were ««”*7 . .The chauffeur of truck No. 11, when
irregularities In connection with the uklng the truck to Bathurst In the 
expenditure of public moneys on the ^ be houeed fdr the winter, took 
roads of the Parish of Shippegan. the the liberty of using this truck to 
Minister of Public Works acting under transport si* passengers from Shlppe- 
authorlty of chapter 12 of the con- gan 1 
solldated statutes and amending acts, $1.50 
held an inquiry at Shippegan on the reapoct cannot be Justified, there does 
15th day of May, 1918. not appear to have been any attempt

B. F. Smith. M. L. A, was present to improperly use government prop- 
on the Invitation of the Minister of erty as the truck had to be token to 

v Public Works. He was accompanied Bathurst and was not purposely used 
by R. B. Hanson. K. C., who asked for transportation of passengers. It
to be allowed to appear on behalf of "how" ^h,tJ °n °“**!on *
Mr. Smith. Aa the accuaed ofllclala trotter of the driver used the truck 
were not repreaented by counael It to carry a caak of molaaeae from the 
was agreed that Mr. Smith would con- 
duct the Inquiry on behalf of the r’ ™
persona making the chargea and Mr. *■> working hours.
Hanson would assist him. No sped- Situation,
fle charges were laid before the min- ’la™ hroduced
later and by mutual agreement It was J® **• mltter °* charge that cer- 
dec.ided that thev expenditures made ttln persona named were on the pay 
by the two road supervisors In ques- •|“Jt "J®
tlon should be gone Into. "î? “d*r Sup«rvlsor P. J McNally.

The inquiry was held under oath. DJ  ̂ Jule'^Wcîrod and
The Man of Many Names. Alphonse G. Robichaud were on the

payroll tor sums of money and that 
It had been alleged that Alphonse they had never worked on the Barren 

G. Robichaud. whose name appeared road (so called), and that the prov­
en the pay sheets as “Alphonse," lnoe had been defrauded 
“Alphonse G." and “Alphonse J." re- was given.
ceived cheques and payment under Louis Jule Robichaud swore that 
all these names. He swore that they while he had never worked on the 
were intended for him. He had per- road he received cheques for the hire 
sonally wortted as a laborer on the of his horse and cart, and for his son 
Barron road for which he received who drove his horse, in the case of 

J payaient. He was the owner ctf two Louis DeOrace it was proved that 
horses, both of which are employed while'ha did not work on the road 

' on this road In charge of two drivers, his horse, cart, and two hired men 
The payment for the hire of thoy who drove his horse, 
two horses and hie drivers was made July and August, for 
to him by cheque. Letters which ac- ceived payment. In the case of Al- 
companted the pay sheets, as well as phonce G. Robichaud It was also 
the entries in the time book kept by proved that his two horses were em- 
the supervisor, showed that Robt- ployed on the road with two drivers 
chaud was credited with the hire for which he also received payment, 
cf his horses and drivers. The same principle applied to all

I find that Robichaud was properly persons who hired their horses with 
entitled to the pay for his horses drivers.
and hired drivers, and that the As the principle of making payment 
heques were properly issued, and direct to owners of horses and not 

that the owner of the horses driven their drivers prevails on all contracts 
by hired help was properly entitled as well as on all work under govern-
to the cheques so Issued. ment control, I do not find that any
Used Government Property for Prl- * f d?"6’ «H°r ,ther®l ®ny

vale Purposes. evidence of an attempt at padding
p the pay sheets. In each instance of

kihd I foundthat the province 
received full value.

The Earth Incident.
It was also alleged that horses and 

men employed on the roads by Super­
visor Gervals M. Hebert were used 
to haul earth on to the property of 
John Robichaud. M. L. A., and on 
the property of his brother, Patrick 
G. Robichaud, thus using horses and 
men paid for by the government for 
the benefit of these two persons.

The evidence touching this charge 
was very explicit It was proved by 
Supervisor Hebert that the material 

i king about three miles from any dumped on these two properties was 
ire, and If the chauffeur of the mo- muck and soft wet earth from the road

to Bathurst for which he charged 
each. While hie action In this

Member Got Workmen’s Cheques.
Ft was further alleged that cheques 

for the workmen reached J. G. Robi­
chaud, M. L. A., through some channel 
other than the prop* one, so that he 
could have control of them for the 
payment of goods bought at his store 
by these workmen. No evidence was 
produced that could substantiate such 
a charge, but it was shown that two 
of the workmen, Agapit Mallett and 
Albert T. Duguay,. gave orders to Mr. 
Robichaud to obtain their mall from 
the post office with authority in one 
case, to endorse the cheque and keep 
the same in payment for geode pur­
chased. In the case of Agapit Malleiit 
It was admitted that he still owed Mr. 
Robdchaud $70 or $75 and that, not­
withstanding tills, Mr. Robichaud cash­
ed his last cheque and gave him a part 
of it to help him along.

and also to trail ■ 
Is did not take place

as no value
Worked In Mayfield.

It was alleged that in the month of 
August Supervleor McNally had two 
men employed on the road whose 
names appeared on the pay sheet while 
they were working In hie hay field. 
Agapit Mallett swore that on August 
14tn and 16th MeNaHy sent him and 
Daxle Savoie to work In hie hayfleld. 
They worked a day and a half. Exam­
ination of the time book showed that 
these two men were marked as work­
ing on the read on the two days named 
by the witness.

Dazle Savoie testified that he did 
work In McNally’s field but could m>t_ 
tell what date. He worked the same 
time as Mallett, and McNally paid him 
in cash for this work.

Supervisor McNally testified it was 
not the 14th and 15th of August that 
these men worked la his hayfleld, hut 
the 23rd and 24th of August and for 
the time worked on those dates these 
men were not marked In the time book. 
An examination of the time book show­
ed that their names were not down for 
those days.

He also -testified that he paid both 
Mallett and Savoie in cash, and the de­
partment of publi^ works did not pay 
for the time these men worked In Ills 
field.

worked during 
which he re-

thlsIt was brought forward in the charg­
es that Alphonse G. Robichaud, 
while chauffeur of motor truck No. 11 
had used the truck for carrying mer­
chandise from the store of J. G. Robl- 
chaud. M. L. A., to different sections 
of the parish. The evidence showed 
that the chauffeur of truck No. 11 
carried some flour, lard and other 
material from the store of John G. 
Rob chaud to the men on the road 
wor'x several times between the hours 
of 12 and 1 o’clock noon, at the re­
quest of the workmen, and for their 
!-<cnmmodation. These men were

A “Pig" Story.
Agapit Mallet testified that McNally 

did not pay him for working In his 
field, but that the money he gave him 
the day after this work was done, 
was to buy a pig for him, and that 
ho had only paid him for working in 
his field about ten days before this

I investigation was opened.
! Supervisor McNally swore the state­
ment of this witness was “false," that 
he never offered him money to buy a 
pig, and that he never paid him for 
working In his field only ten days 
before the opening of the investiga­
tion, that he paid him for this work 
In cash, the day after the work was 
done, and that the payment was giv­
en him on the Barren road.

In corroboration of the testimony 
given by McNally on this point, Alex. 
Savoie swore that he was present 
on the road and heard the conversa­
tion between McNally and Mallet 
about the work the latter did In bis 
hayfleld. He asked Mallet how much 
he charged for working at his hayfleld 
and he said it ought to be worth the 
same as working on the Barren. Mr. 
McNally claimed 
more than $150 a <
Mallet, and Mallet 
on the road, and had to board him­
self. He told McNally to give him 
$1.60 a day. Witness saw McNally 
give Mallet a $2 bill. He added that 
he would give him the balance when 
he had change.

Mr. Veniot says : "In the face of 
the direct contradiction of Supervisor 
McNally, corroborated -by Alex. Sa­
voie’s testimony, I am forced to find 
that Mallet is either sadly mistaken, 
or that hie evidence is at variance 
with the truth. I also find that these 
men worked in the hayfleld on da 
for which they are not credited in 
time book.”
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The Merry Berry Pickers.
It. was further alleged that Super­

visor McNally allowed, or ordered, 
two men, Agapit Mallet and Alex. 
Savoie, to pick berries In the Barren 
for him. and that during that time 
their names were on the 
and the province paid them for work­
ing on the road.

Agapit Mallet swore he was sent to 
pidk berries by Supervisor McNally; 
that he picked two half days, and 
picked about six quarts, which he 
gave to him. and that Alex. Savoie 
was with him.

1
time book

Efe

§ 1yg
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that he and
two or three 

Ms* at a
„ and where the 
aee them, left 

d for a few hoera. McNally 
•fc them to do ao. He did 
ellet give berries to McNally, 
■or McNally swore Mattel 

never wan told by him to go and pick 
berries, and that Mallet never gave 
him any bandas. He did not know

Supervisor 
their work

did

2?not see fc

\they bad left work to pick berries. 
They could do so without his knowl­
edge, because at times he was over a!a half mile from them looking after 
other part of the work.

It wlU be seen by the evidence that 
this Is the second time the witness, 
Agapit Mallet, has been contradicted 
by two other witnesses. And here 
again, I must conclude that the evi­
dence given by him cannot be accept­
ed as reliable. »

A "Flaky" Explanation.
ft wae further alleged that Supervis­

or McNally was on pay lists for full 
time In some months, when he was ab­
sent from the work.

The supervisor testified that July 
25th, he was absent a part of the day 
on a via It to Caraquet, and on one 
other occasion he loot one full day from 
work and also hie horse was off work 
half a day on account of illness but he 
did not take these days off the time 
book "as he worked three days In May 
preparing for the work and had never 
put his time, he felt he was entitled to 
these two days on that account

While there does not seem to have 
been any intention on the part of the1 
sueprvieor to defraud the province yet 
hto action was quite irregular. He 
should have charged In the regular 
way tor the work performed In May 
and deducted from time book the two 
days lost.. Such irregularities If per­
mitted to continue may lead to abuses.

A $5 Per Day Team.

rfrcr.Yj

Summer Reduction Sale 
Ladies ’ Silk SuitsIt was brought out In evidence that 

Supervisor McNally," in September, 
had his horse hauling brush at $3.00 a 
day and also had a man loading and 
unloading the brush and driving the 
horse at $2.00, making $6.00 per day 
for horse and driver.

Several wttneeeee testified that they 
had given up this work on account of 
the difficulty and. hardship encounter­
ed In obtaining this brush In the woods 
where there was no road, and had told 
the supervisor they could not do this 
work unless paid $5.00 or more per

Greet bargain* in Silk Suits brought about by the un­
seasonable damp weather.

Only a limited number of high class Taffeta and Satin 
Suits, but all come under the mark-down for quick disposal. 

Sale begins Monday nine a.m.

Seven Taffeta Silk Suits, excellent style; colors sand, 
navy, brown, burgundy, .shot blue and black, silk lined. 
Sizes 16, 18, 36 aud 38. Regular $30. Sale Monday $21.50

Three Taffeta Silk Suits, silk lined ; colors taupe, sand, 
navy, green. Sizes 16 to 42. Regular $32.50. Sale Mon­
day $24.50.

Three Fine Taffeta Silk Suits, silk lined; colors sand, 
navy, brown, etc. Sizes 18 and 36. Regular $35.00. Sale 
Monday $26.50.

Six very fine quality Taffeta Silk Suits, all new designs 
and silk lined ; colors burgundy, navy, shot, browns and blue 
and black. Sizes 18, 20, 40. Regular $40.00. Sale Mon­
day $29.50.

The supervisor testified that he only 
allowed his horse to be used at this 
work because nq other could be had 
and he felt the charge of $3.00 per 
day, besides the wages for -the man 
w&a. Rot too high.

The supervisor under the circumstan­
ces should have explicitly stated In his 
pay sheet that there was separate 
wages paid the man who loaded the 
brush and drove the horse; not having 
done ao, hie action tended to work 
against the officials of the department 
and for this he la certainly to be blam­
ed, but at the same time 1 am not con­
vinced that there was any Intention on 
his part to defraud the Department of 
Public Works and while the charge 
may appear large I feel that, taking 
into consideration the extreme difficul­
ties surrounding tiw 
ing this brush, no one could be expect­
ed to do this work tor less pay.

Three Handsome model Suits, very fine quality Taffeta 
Silk; colors navy and black.

work of obtain-
18,36,38. Sale Mondayizes

$33.50. »■Children Drew lien's Pay.
The allegation was also made that 

young boys, 8 years old, I ere employ­
ed driving horses. While the evidence 
showed that the name of Arthur M. 
Chlasson, aged 10 y ears, was on Super, 
visor Hebert’s pay sheet (hie father 
swore that he did not drive any horse, 
but that the horse was driven by him, 
(the father), and that wnen the super­
visor tolf. him he had put the boy’s 
name on the list he said to leave it 
there. The father received the pay In 
the name of the boy.

The name of AlLain V. Robichaud 
was on the pay sheet of Supervisor 
McNally, and the evidence showed that 
the boy’s father had two horses on the 
work, one driven by a hired 
When the pay sheet was made up, he 
instructed the supervisor to put down 
the name of Attain V. Robichaud, his 
son, as the driver, because he did not 
want the cheque for tlje second horse 
in the name of the man who had driven 
him. The boy had been driving a 
horse.

There certainly wee an Irregularity 
In entering the names of the drivers In 
this way, and while no fraud was at­
tempted, and none perpetrated, I can­
not but find that both supervisors, 
Hebert and McNally, acted carelessly 
and should have been careful to as­
certain the names of the drivers with­
out relying upon the work of the 
ere of the horses. 1 also find 
full value was given for the money 
paid in both cases.

One Fine Silk Repp Costume, handsome long coat ef- 
feet, beautifully made, silk lined, light tan or mustard shade. 
Size 36. Regular $68.00. Sale Monday $48.00.

Five model costumes of fine Taffeta or Charmeuse Satin, 
navy or black. Sizes 18, 36. Regular $50.00. Sale Mon­
day $38.50.

The above Eire all from high class makers and each 
has some new style features.

SALE BEGINS MONDAY NINE A.M.

one

D/iJSJILL Htad °f King aLondon House

SLACKERS MUST DON
KHAKI IN WEEK

with such a contention. It was shown 
In evidence that there were sufficient 
men in the gravel pit to load each cart 
in three to four minutes, the coming 
and going of the teams being so ar­
ranged that at' no time were any of 
the shovellers in the pit Idle, so the 
drivers were not required to help in 
loading. And as it Is the practice 
where such a large number of horses 
are employed that sufficient men are 
put in the pit to keep the teams con­
stantly moving, the drivers do not 
have the time to help load their carts, 
In such a case, a boy, able to drive 
and take care of a horse, is just as

FLOUR MILLS CLOSE

Calgary. July li.-The great flou» 
mills of Calgary, together with all the 
mills grinding wheat within the do* 
minion, are to be closed for the great- 
er portion of August and possibly un­
til the new crop comes In. The Robin- 
hood mill of this city may close in 
the next week and the Western Can­
ada mill some time before the first 
of the month.

London, July 11.—Men who had fled 
to Ireland from England, Scotland and 
Wales to escape military service, re­
ceived notice today that they must 
report to the military authorities for 
medical examination with a view to 
their incorporation Into the army. The 
men arc given a week to comply with 
the order, after which.action will be 
taken against them.

"that

Defends Child Labor.
In two or three instances, the evl- 

dence showed that boys ranging in 
age from 11 to 14. acted as drivers 
of horses, owned by their fathers. 
It was contended that the usual 
amount of $3 per day for horse, carl 
and driver, should not have been paid, 
as the boys were not worth as much 
as a man driver. I do not agree

valuable for that purpose as a mau. 
I cannot see that the work suffered 
any by this method, or that the prov­
ince did not get value for the money 
paid in these cases.

The persons making the charges 
having contended that tbe names of 
the drivers of horses, when they are 
not proprietors, should be placed on 

heques for 
made out

m
1

the pay sheet, and the .cl 
the hire of horses, etc., be 
in their names. I beg to submit that 
such a course would entail a good 
deal of risk on the part of owners of 
horses, and especially where sever­
al different drivers are employed dur 
ing the progress of the work to drive 
the same horse at different periods. 
After looking very carefully into this 
phase of the question 1 have come 
to the conclusion, that, where parties 
are employed to drive 
the proprietor, the name 
prietor should be placed in the time 
book and on the pay sheet, as well 
as the name of driver, but the cheque 
for the team and driver be forwarded 
to the proprietor In his own

As far as I can ascertain thi 
practice in all cases where teams are 
hired and under the care of drivers, 
and I see no reason why the Depart 
ment of Public Works should do other-

The allegation that Alphonse G. 
Robichaud had been off work as the 
driver of a truck, one or two days 
and received pay for the same, was 
admitted, but the truck was driven 
by a brother, who received no pay 
for this work.

Respectfully submitted.
J. VENIOT.

Minister of Public Works. 
Fredericton, June 25. 1918.
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Easy

Enough Cow 
drives amyl

Spru
horse, by 
such nro-ao,

to keep the Kver right if you 
use Dr. Chase's Kidney- 
Liver Pills occasionally.

The liver gets lazy at 
times and when it does di­
gestion is interfered with 
and the kidneys fail to act.

You soon know it when 
the liver is awakened by 
this treatment, for headache 
biliousness and stomach 
troubles disappear and you 
feel fine. This is an easy 
prescription for health and

Creonoid is a powerful, non-poisonous. inexpensive creosote 
product which is obnoxious to insects but not to animais or fowl. 
Spray it on cows to keep them from being tormented by flies. 
Spray in the hennery to exterminate lice. Result will be more 
eggs and more milk.

If you have any difficulty obtaining Creonoid write toV

name, 
is is the

THE BARRETT CO. Limited
(formerly the Carritte-Paterson Mfg. Co. Limited)

ST. JOHN, N.B. HALIFAX, N.S. SYDNEY, NS.'
_______________________________________________________ Ad. No. *(Sgd.)

IE WEATHER

i — Light winds; fair and

July 12.—-The barometer is 
from the Great Lakes to 

Jc and the weather today 
mostly fine and moderately 
he only showers reported 
mrred in the neighborhood
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MY. GAGE.

-Suddenly on the 10th Inst, 
bury, Ont., Alice Gertrude, 
ftichard Nolane, and daught- 
) late Andrew and Catherine 
leaving a husband, two ala- -* 
three brothers to mourn.

J will be held Monday morn- 
46 from 94 St James street 
church of St John Baptist 
mass of requiem. Friends 

to attend.

Wednesday evening, on the 
>, a diamond ring, between 
jtreet and Allem’e drug store 
l Prince, Ludlow and King 
Inder will be rewarded by 
to this office.
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Beech Suits, 20th 
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fine Serge Outing 
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