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* Pope Lep  That long-looked-for deliverance,
i the papa) encyclical on the Mani-
toba School Question, has at
fehool Question. 1ength heen issued. . Christmas
day was chosen as the date for its publication, by
which perhaps it was intended to indicate that the
deliverance was one of peace and good-will. The
following cabled summary of the document in said

to be & trustworthy statement of its contents’:* -
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M{ fail of effect owing to local circumstances, . Enough
sot been done in Manitoba fotcuho&:uhuﬁon.

Let nomre then lose sight
gentleness and brotherly love. Let none
spect due to his nel'bbor but let all weigh
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Manitoba will obt’in full satmfnctlon but. through
what chiannel this satisfaction is to be sought and
MKM the manifesto appears to be oracular. So
the cabled summary states, nothing is said
nhout itutional rizhts and nothing about
claimg of the Catholic minority of
n the P il Parliament  On the other

5 hmﬁ thq‘ appears to be nothing to forbid R
+ Catholics to pursue such efforts if they judge im

to do so, ‘As the practical aspect of the

regards
" question, therefore, it may be said that the encycli-

cal Jeaves it t where it found it. Still, in its
x:uenl tone, i not by dim:,t statement, the papal

liverance wounld o discourage any at-
tempts to drag the question mln into the arens of
Dominion itics - or any extreme exercife of
churchly influence on beha fotopﬁ{ for thie par-
pose of securing political results which the bishops
nl‘xii'ht judge tobe favorable to their contention in
this matter.
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Brithh Interests In the absence of other subjects
of exciting interest upon which

fn: China. to employ their pens, the London
correspondents of American newspapers have had
much to say of late about China and the excitement
of Englishmen over thé situation in the far east.

. The importance of the subjeét has been somewhat

unduly ‘magnified, it would appear, in the news
letters and. perhaps also in the thought of the
British public. - The occupation by Russian war
vessels of Port Arthur, a port of Northern China,

‘and of Kiao-Chau, a port farther tothe south by

Germany, the former by the consent of the Chinese
‘Governmient, the latter without that consent, are
events of which the British public naturally enquires
the significance. It 'is the uncertainty of what
understanding between Russia and Germany and
what schemes as to further occupation of Chinese
territory might lie back of these movements that
has caused the mind of England to be disturbed.
The British government, however, probably does
notfshare largely in the anxiety which has' fonnd
expression  in. the newspaper that the interests of
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Great Britain in the east are imperilled by the steps
recently taken by Russia and Germany. If the
theatrical speeches of the German Emperor were to
be takefi at their face value, one might suppose that
the fate of China, if not of the world, was in the
hands of his majesty's sailor brother, Prince Henry,
and the two war vessels which accompanied him to
China, But the fact is that, both on their voyage
and in Chmese waters, these German vessels are

pope speaks of the necessil *“‘
for Catholic schools, and g!:ly

‘other remedy, Clthoﬁu are exhortad
warns’ the press t.
decorous and not personal.’’ s . be

What Dois jt From the'cabled sunimary given
Sigaify ? above it ‘would appear that the
Y papal manifesto on the School
Question is pacificatory in’its tone and purpose.
Leo XIII. is generally credited with being a man of
more liberal ideas than many of his predecessors in
the papal chair, and many of his contemporary
prelates in the church. But of course it was not to
be expected that he would remit anything of the
church’s ancient claim to the right of educating its
youth. But while the pope condemins thq Manitoba
law of 1800 as contravening this * right” of the
Catholic population and praises the bishops of their
zeal, he appears as distinctly not to endorse Arch:
bishop Langevin's policy of scomfully refusing a
half loaf hecause the whole is not obtainable. !
pope appears ‘to W&a ﬁh Romasn Catholie’
childm hlve ‘

< to be expectea that Great Britain will
The, ¢ i

d dent upon British coaling stations. There is
a somewhnt influential section of the Haglish press
which counsels an active policy on the part of the
British government in China. It is advised that
arraigements be made with Japan for the joint
occupation of the Chinese port of Wei-Hai-Wei,
which Japan holds as guarantee of the payment of
China's war debt. But the British government is
not believed to be anxious for the dismemberment
of China and is not ambitious to acquire territory
in that part of the ‘world. What she desires is
freedom of trade, and she will, of course, make no
objections: to other European nations entering the
field with her on equal terms. She iq'not likely to
oppose Russia havink a winter port at ‘Port Arthur,
or Germany ng a coaling station on the
Yellow Sea. If, however, it shall become evident
that it is the design of European Powers to partition
China among themselves and control the commerce
of the country in their own particular p;&mnh
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Winted in The fack that Hon. Mr. Sifton,
Minister of the luterior, recently -
. the  Kioadike. went to Washington to consult
with the United States government in refersnes to
the best means of affording relief to the miners of
the Yukon country, would appear fo indicate that
in the opinion of one or both governments there is
present or impending distress in that far porthers
country, which should, if possible, be relieved. The
reports which reach us through the dafly papers as
to the conditlon of matters at Dawson City and Fort
Yukon are very conflicting. One day we read that
the food supply is extremely Hmited and it appears
that starvation must be staring the people in the face,
and the next day comes a report which indicates a
fair degree of comfort among the mivers and no
hrymhndon of any great lack in the food supply.
ajor Walsh and v, bound to Dawson City by
Eol Taiya and White Pass, expected te reach Fort
irk, at the junction of the Macmillan river with
the Yukon, about the end of the year. They would
then be about 200 miles from Dawson. Letters
have been received from the expedition, dated
November 22, The information which Major -
Walsh had at that time did not,apparently, indicate
that the condition at Dawson in reference to the
food supply was d ate. Some st s laden
with supplies for that pomt had been unable to get
farther than Fort Yukon, and had unloaded there,
some 380 miles below Dawson. This had made it
necessary for 3,000 or more men to leave Dawson
and go to Fort Yukon,whére it was believed there was
uﬁ«! of provisions; and their going, it was
had the Dawson people in a fairly
position to eudure the winter’s siege. This report?
to the condition of affairs in the Klondike region is
likely to be more nearly correct than the conflicting
above referred to. It is certainly to be
hoped that it is so, for the hope of geltm% provisions
to the Klondike béfore the re-opening of navigation
appears to be very slight.
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In view of the intense and wide-
Contty: Golk spread Klondike fever, it is pcr-
haps not an extravagant estimate that 100,000 men
will, between the present time and midsummer,
make their way to the Upper Yukon gold fields. In
getting there and for what they will carry with them
in the way of food supplies, clothing and outfits,
these mwen will expend on an average certainly not
less than $500 each, making an aggregate expendi-
ture of $50,000,000,  If these men remain a year in
that country they will require an average of probably
not less than $500 each for necessary supplies which
must be brought in from outside. This means that
to send 100,000 men to the Klondike and support
them there a year will cost $100,c00,000. Probably
the mosy extravagant estimate would not place the
yield of all the Upper Yukon gold region for the
‘coming year at a guarter of the sum named. Gold
mining in the Klondike under présent circumstances
is therefore a very expensive business. While a few
will make fortunes, a large proportion of those who
go will spend | their money and their strength for far
smaller returns than they could have earned by en-
gaging in the lndnstnes on which they are tumning
their backs. Certain lines of business, however, are
benefiting and will continae to benefit largely by the
tide of men and capital setting so strongly to the:
gold The transportation companies
are mpmﬁ a rich harvest,and the Pacific coast cities
feel strongly the influence of the boom: The out-
fitting business at ' Vancouver and Victoria will be
millions to the trade of those cities. Edmon-
ton and other points to the east of the Rockies,
which are points of departure for overland routes,
mmm ely. Montreal too is feeling the

It is stated that the

bcneﬁt the tndeo&' the city to

"a million dollars. . The country at

e shares more or less dmé\ly in the
given to the business of the ciies. It
, be much niore a matter for congrat-

Y the money which is thus stim-
of the country did not come
men who are likely to meet with'

‘and disappointment in their eager




