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The department of marine and fish-
eries under Hon. W. Templeman, is
carrying out a work of the most try-
ing character on the West Coast of
Vancouver Island. It is the building of
a trail from Bamfield to Carmanah, in-
tended to prevent loss of life in the
case of any marine disaster on that
coast. Only those who have visited the
location are in @& position to know what
the difficulties are which have to be
overcome. They are of such a char-
acter in fact that it was stated by
some of those who knew the conditions
that the work could never be done.
There were chasms to be bridged along
the route which these people said could
not be dcne with the facilities that
could be taken into the country.

The government, however, decided
that they would take steps which would
put help within the reach of those who

might in future be unfortunate enough |

to need it. For this reason a motor
lifeboat of the most improved pattern
has been ordered for. the coast, and
others will be added.

The road, which will cost many thou-
sands of dollars, will afford the means
for rushing assistance in case of need
from point to point as it is required.
The trail is built primarily with that
object in view. In the past the pass-
age along the coast has been attended
with.all kinds of discomfort and beset
with difficulties which made the route
one only to be covered by a'pedestrian
without any impedimenta. The road
now being built will reverse the order
altogether. Quick passage can be made
with the necessary life saving equip-
ment to any point desired. The road
is being constructed as near the water
as possible, deviating inlarnd only where
it is absolutely necessary to overcome
the physical obstacles. The construc-
tion of a rideable trail from Bamfield
to Carmanah was commenced some two
months ago, So far an admirable road-
way has been built to Pachena. It is
quite possible to drive a light buggy
over the road. To designate the work
asa “trail” is a misnomer altogether.
The work has gone forward expediti-
ously, .and _every bit of the work so
far accompiished is characterized by a
thorocughness and attention to detail
work which reflects great credit on the
chief constructor, J. D, MacDonald, and
his: section reman; also upon the
splendid body of men engaged on the
work. All are enthusiastic, and the
men. vie with one another in putting
the very best work into the portion of
labor allotted, to them.

A more alert, capable, sober and in-
telligent body of men could not have
been selected for the work. They are
a credit to themselves and a credit to
everyone concerned who had ‘anything
to do with their selection. The writer
has watched the gangs and come upon
tk}em_ at every stage of the game, and
they are proving themselves to be a
gang of hustlers.

as possible, having in view, due regard
for -efficiency. o
There are many difficulties to face
in the shape of natural conditions to
overcome or circumvent, but they have
never proved ' sufficient to baffle the
brains of the leaders or the natural in-
telligence of the men under them.
The ascent from. .the Pachena river
was a trying one at the start, and to
the ordinary gazer well-nigh insur-
mountable, but the right spot was so-
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From left to right the men shown
are: J. D. MacDonald, chief of the

Mr. Randle, section foremen.
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hand in foreseeing and adopting

staff; J. Chesterman, Mr. McGrath and which offer O tHs West Coakt:
inaugurated at Bamfield a business of
Mr. McGrath, section foreman, is a | gmoking salmon w™~ich
veteran seaman,. trapper and exploiter | g
on the West Coast. This man did |

and the lay of ¢ land and cannot
splendid service at the time of the |

get

| least. loss of -time.
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OF THE WORK, WITH SECTION OF ROAD CONSTR UCTED.

Valencia disaster, neither is he ‘behind William Randlé, section foreman, is
10 | also a  pioneer with. a good record.

s | Randle hail§ from Nanaim¢é and’if he
r ‘Tie

The chief constructor, J. D. MacDon-
add, knows his business and has had a
l6ng record. In the early days of the
were told to reach Nanaimo as the l C; P. R. construction, he saw service
crow flies it would prove an easy task
is destined to ! for him, his iong experience in the
arsed in wood ecraft | cdepse forests would instinctively lead ‘
him by the shortest route and with the

along the north shore of Lake Superior,
the Northwest and the construction of
snow sheds and bridges in the' Rock- |
| ies. He also aided in the construction |
| off thé E. ‘& N. railfoad. J. D. Mac-

Donald is a Highlander, born at In-
verness, Scotland.

J. Chesterman, section foreman, is
a pioneer on the West Coast. He bas
been a prospector and owns the “Kal-
lapa,” a promising copper:and _gold
proposition at Clayoquot. In every
project of advancement and develop-
ment along the West Coast he has led.

and the ascent proved to be a g;adual
one, whereas the ascent from Pachena
over the old trail is a perpendicular
process which exhausted the average
man before a quarter: of the :elimb is
negotiated.. The bridging of the Pa-
chena river will prove a comparatively
easy matter, and the bridge .will span
the watercourse at one of its most pic-
turesque points and prove pleasing to
the eye of the tourists who, before long,
will have found out all choice spots, for
the Pachena river and its magnificent
beach have a future before. them.

The Pachena beach is nearly a mile
in circumference, and is an appropriate
place for the erection of a big summer
hotel. For spéeding motors it cannot
be excelled, whilst there is® no resort
throughout British Columbia which can
approach it'for safe surf bathing.

Referring again to the matural im-

road builders it must be said.that the
predominating timber is hemlock. For-
est fires seem’to keep away from the

| solid hemlock districts. It is the fir

!The instructions of the:acting min- | areas which séem to suffer through the

ister is to expedite the work as much |

forest fires, consequently ‘there is a
dense and thick underbrush throughout
the hemlock blocks. /Fallen trees have
lain untouched for years, and have off-
sprouted dgain and the underbrush has
became thick. These fallen trees and
the solid underbrush have proved for-
midable ' obstructions, and in many
places the former have had to be sawn
out and removed and then the under-
brush tackled, so it is little short of
marvellous to be able to report that
there is now a rideable roadway ‘from

lected which meant saving of distance,

PYediments to be encountered by the|

LIFEBOAT STATION
Bamfield to /Pachena. If the roadway, i
.

BAMFIELD CREEK READY TO RECEIVE MOTOR LIFEBOAT.

commodation provided for them, and
the governmernt telegraph line is being
supplemented by three or four wireless
stations.

Great credit should reflect on any
government which starts in' sueh a
wholesale manner to overcome all ob-
stacles and strives to do all in its pow-
er to lessen the dangers of shipwreck
and disaster-along the dangerous West
Coast.

Individual credit must be given to
the Hon. William Templeman who is
taking more interest in the construc-
tion of the roadway along the coast,
and other plans for saving life than the
general public realizes.

William Sloan, M. P., has been untir-
ing- in.his energies to-help along the
cause of life-saving by all the means
that can be adopted. He has already
paid one visit to Bamfield and thspect- |
ed the route of the readway and per-
sonally examined the. lifeboat station
whilst in course of :construction.

Ralph Smith, M.-P., has not been slow
at any time in urging the necessities of
the case, and considering the appropri-
ations :that have been made and the
various projects now  progressing, an |
impartial public, apart from all par-
tisan feeling, can rest assured that all |
the danger zone along the West Coast I
now being lessened as far as is human- |
ly possible, is largely due to the praise- |
worthy efforts of the cabinet mmxster,]
supported by the Island member afore- {
mentioned. I

There have been few appropriations |
made by the local government for 'Lny‘
genuine work on the West Coast,

0000 0

road grants for Alberni county
the present or any previot
government have chiefly been ex
ed in the neighborhood of Alberni.
berni district embraces such gr
places as Clayoquot, Qus
Bamfield. The district appr
it is felt, should be more eq1
ed and care taken that out
tricts are not left altogether ou
cold. “When Premier McBride
pioned Mr. Manson’'s first 1CCe
campaign at the bye-election, it 1
ed the hearts of the residents to re
the boquets that were hurled at ti
Clayoquot got one in the eye, Qu
a halo of garlands, Bamfield nosega-
galore, while Uchucklesitt was f
smothered into decease with floral of-
ferings. Alas, men and manners ch:
and since those halcyon times the 2
lying districts have been entirely for-
gotten.

In the matter of provincial subsid
the Premier felt he had a grievance and

went to the “foot of the throne.”” 'There

are others, to use the homely phrase,
who feel they have a grievance, and
Alberni district feels in precisely the
same position taken by Mr. McB

If the premier and his partners wis
perform a square deal they can qui
relieve the necessities of many outly
ing districts, whose status is analogous
with the status assumed by the provin-
cial government.

The Dominion government iIn the
matter of appropriations for West
Coast projects alone has apportioned
sums amounting almost to a whole su L-
sidy. It would be a fair thing if the
provincial government could be induced
for once to work hand in hand with
the Dominion government, and at once
appropriate the sum of $30,000 to be
spent on the construction of the West
Coast roadway.

Bamfield Creek, where the trail he-
gins, is without doubt one of the most
picturesque deep-watered and shelter-
ed Tretreats along the West Coast of
Vancouver Island. Within a decade it

has emerged from insignificance into a
place of valuable and stragetic inmpont-
ance, and if it continues to advance
in the future as rapidly as it has in
the past five years, perhaps a spur from
one of the proposed Island railroad
routes will reach this natural harbor
within twenty minutes’ steaming of tl.e
broad Pacific ocean.

The,place is admiraply suited to at-
tract as a summer resort. Within easy
reach there are intermittent stretches
of sandy beaches, good sea bathing,
safe boating and sailing, trout fishing

* is to be had at Pachena and at Santa,

six miles distant. The fly fishing ex-
cels anything of the kind to be had on
the Campbell or Cowichan rivers

The first house to be erected on the
creek was built by J. B. McKay, calied
the “Ploneer House.” There is a warn
welcome and solid comfort to be hal
at moderate rates.

The British Pacific cable station is

| one of the many Imperial outposts

whose watchfulness day and night
guard Imperial interests .at several
points between Canada and Australia.
Along the creek several bungalow resi-
dences dot the banks and help to en-
hance the beauty of a truly sylvan
scene.

Quite recently the Dominion govern-
ment has erected a life-boat station at
Bamfield, opposite the ecable stalion.
This building is a roomy residence and
reflects great credit on the actual build-
ers, Taylor and Bruce, who have con-
structed a comfortable dwelling piace
for those who are destined to occupy it.

ASSEMBLED IN CAMP FOR THE NIGHT.

when it reaches Carmanah (as it is be-
ing built now) can be continued until
it meets the thoroughfore some distance
out of Victoria, it will be an easy mat-
{ ter to make a horsebatk journey to the
| capital city. As it is now, an average
top coating of gravel would permit &
motor car to travel to Pachéna, where
the men and the machine could disport
themselves ‘to speeding advantages.

The most earping critics can no long-
eér assert that the Dominion govern-
ment has been neglectful of the inter-
ests of the West Coast. True, the con-
struction of this roadway was prompted
and begun from a humane standpoint,
but it will also be the meéans of open-
ing up desirable locations for secitlers
hitherto barred out on -account of ac
[ thoroughfare. Bamfield Creek has cer-
tainly not been neglected by the present
Dominion government, and when the
facts are mentioned the worsl opponent
of the government should cease from
criticism. Under the present govern-
ment’s regime an imperial cable station
was opened to which scheme the Do-
minion government:js a nost generous
contributor of some thousands yearly.
They have built a'life-boat stativin’ on
the creek and are providing a motor-
boat, which is to be fully manned, the
men to be housed at Bamfield, and as a
first installment they have given 330,-
000 for the.construction of a roadway.
along the West Coast.

In addition to these allotments on the
coast, several additional lighthouses
are being built along the West Coast,
patrolmen have béen engaged and ac-

FIRST BASE CAMP ON

A

BAMFIELD CEEK,

DRUMMER BOY'S ADVENTURES. |

TR |

Captured By Soldiérs He Became a
Turkish Pasha—Hailed From

Perth, ’

Kaid Maclean, who is at present the ‘
unwilling guest of the Moroccan terror,
Raisuli, is by no means the first Scot |
captured by Mohammedan soldiery and
neld for ransom, or made the object of
fanatical vengeance. Exactly a cen-
tury ago a number of Scottish soldiers
were taken prisoners by the Turkish |
army in Egypt, and the fate of one
of them, a drummer boy from Perth,
ended in a much more romantic way
than the capture of Maclean is likely to
do.

With one of the Highland regiments
which took part in General Fraser’s
Egyptian expedition of 1807 was the
young drummer in question. His ini-
tials were J, M., but his full name is

overtook that expedition. At the fright-
ful massacre at Rosetta, when Major-
General Wauchope was killeq. and the
British force practically  wiped out,
young J. M. was taken prisoner. The
Mamelukes and Bashi-Bazouks,' fer-
ocious as they were, would not slaugh-
| ter a mere boy in cold blood, and the
little fellow" was sold to a Pasha as a
slave. Henceforth he was to be known
ag Othman, though he still retained
some clue’' to his real name in the form
of a verge written on the fly-leaf of his
Bible:

lunknown, though doubtless if the regi-
mental papers are extant andg they were
examined, the boy’s identity might be
established.

As is well known, terrible disasters

“J. M. is my name,
And Scotland is my nation;
Perth is my dwelling place,
And Christ is my salvation.”

sometimes becomes
This was the fortune of J. M.
fond. of the Scottish
laddie, brought him up' weil according
to Turkish ideas, and when hé died left
Othman, now grown to a young giant
of about twenty-six, all his property,
wives and slaves.
who during the earlier years of his cap- |
tivity had cherished the hope

The ex-drummer,

banks of the Tay,
tentedly proceeded to establish

now coolly and c

But, to hls uelxt be 1t s'tld
had he come
thoughts of home and friends prompted
gend a communination {
worthy J. M. had known in his
He wanted to know who he
was( in his strange surroundings and
name the, lad had forgotten his

In Mohammedan countries a .slave | ance

Scottish surname) and
tracing of his relatjves.

But whether or not this letter reached

its intended destination, certainly no

reply to it was§ received by Othman,

and- a second communication meeting

with similar non-success, the new
| pasha settled down as a man of affairs
{in Jeddah.

And here it was that J. M. was found
by a wandering brither Scot, Captain
McAlister, who, spreading the news.far
| and wide, brought -quite a host of visi-
| tors to the“exile,” among them Burck-
{‘hardt, the famous Oriental traveller.

Burckhardt left a detailed description

r j of Othman, from which we learn that

1

4‘

| the pasha in personal appearance was
| a Scot to the eyebrows, though in dress,
| speech and manners he was the com-
{ plete Turk, Thoughts of his 'native
{ hills continued to dwell within him,
‘and more than once he spoke of some
i dimly remembered scene - with . much
| emotion. His blue eye lighted up with
Ljoy at the sight of a Briton, and par-

ticularly a Scotsman, and no kindness
was too great to bestow on any of his
countrymen who came to Jeddah.

As might be expected, theology was
what troubled the pasha most. He had
been converted to Mohammedanism, or
compelled to it, but there were early

Christian beliefs imbibed at Perth that |
he could not cast aside. But his native |

wit selved the problem of reconciling

the two faiths. He blended them, tak- |

ing what was best from-each, and leav-
ing' the *“kinks’’ to unravel themselves.

The Perth penchant for debating and
lecturing, however, he could not get rid
of, and once during a pilgrimage to
Mecca this got him into a laughable
fix. As is now fairly well known, it has
for centuries been the custom during
the famous pilgrimage to hold a spe-
cial discussion on morals and Moham-
medan . theology. Learned pilgrims,
students, mullahs and teachers collect
in the coffee houses and mosques, and

not be readily guessed—it may have
been pure mischief, or a genuine de-
zire - for enlightenment—but . in- the | is certain, as he was alive at the close
gravest possible manner he asked one [0f the Crimean war. But whatever
of the Mecca sages if he could inform
him ‘““What is the chief end of man?”

English this question is perfectly clea
but 'when you try to express it ‘in
flowerly Arabic you are in danger of | man.
getting things mixed. Othman made
the question run in Arabic as, “which
is the chief'extremity of man?” or so | Plied to the soldiers of the German army.

¥ | They are said to be more comfortable
| than those of straw. One filling will last
! three years.

was he taken up. A general burst of
laughter ‘made him conscious of an
error somewhere, and he did not wait
to hear the answer or engage further
in dangerous debate.

the present writer has never been able

‘What prompted Othman to do it may

| any one can propound a question for } to discover., He has been mentioned
debate, or ask advice on some knotty |

by iseveral notable eastern travellers,
| point in the faith. /

some of whom were his guests for con-
siderable periods; but none, so far as
I know, have recorded the date of his
death. That he lived to a good old age

the date of his demise, it is certain that
he died a man of much property and

Now, when propounded’ in Scots or ! many wives, and more than probabl

r, | was the only Turkish Pasha that ever
hailed from Perth.—Edinburgh Scots-

Mattresses of paper shavings are sup-

“A sawyer is not considered a sawyer

until he has lost at least a couple of fin-

What ultimately became of Othman { gers,” said a witness in a Marylebone

compensation case.
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FUEL SHORTAGE
1S PRED

DEALERS SAY DEMAND
NOW EQUALS

Orders Are Booked for Man|
Ahead and Transperta
Difficult es Are Gre

From

The fuel sh
c¢old snap
much wi
of Victorians
tuated dur
statement
correct. T
viewed a number
lumber men, and t
generally was that
wood next winter will be 3
higher, and that there woul
greater scarcity of this fuel
been experienced during rece
In the coal market
gives no cause for
though it is
whether th \
the price
Millmen
of work is 1
what is kn
is the rough p
dressing of I
fact there
serious shortage
but, as mill wood i
tory fuel for domes
does not remove the a
the city will be confronted W
problem during the winter

Again, it is quite likely th
eral increase in the cost of ¢
which is the class of heat-p
commonest use, will have thg
fncreasing the prices of oth
of fuel.

Two reasons are given for
gency in the fuel market a
cord-wood ‘is concerned. T
that there is, at present, n
getting the wcod into the ¢
ta the lack of cars on the E.
road. General difficulties
of . transpﬂrté[imn over
being experienced, acce
dealers, who claim that their
idle in the bu that large
of eord-wood are tied up a
away from the city, and thaf
excuse given by the railroag
lack of facilities is that ¢t
space at the local depot is
eient.

The other reason given for
age. is that the demand at J
about equal to the supply
with only meagre. shipments
the local yards at intervalg
cumulation of fuel can be m
case of Burt Bros. is an exg
a reporter this morning the
statement was made:

“Unless there is an u
change in the transportatio
ties at present being exper
the E. & N. it is highly prol
cord wood will be ver
ter; \and that the price
a conservative figure, $10 a ¢
present price is $6 and the d
equalling the very slim supp!
obtaining. The amount of wd
yard at present would not be
te last a week, if a cold snd
come at the beginning t
At present we have o
that extend several mon
there is no prospect., from p
‘dications, that we will be al
them. We have five teams i
at present which are e i
guence of the inability to get
to the city. Already we ha
100 cords, and the only way
~ing it in seems to be‘'by ¥
this would entail considerab
and other work the price
would increase at least $1.50,
ably more. An idea of the t
tion problem as it affects u
gathered from the fact that,
had last year, at this time,
cords of wood in our yards,
only a few cords at present, n
to fill even a few orders.
previously stated, the unexp§
pens, the price of cordwood
winter be $10 a cerd or morg
supply will be very limited
railroad cannot supply cars,
have to shut down our ya
two months’ time.”

The serious outlook
above statement is co
of other dealers.
expressed the opinion
of cord-wood would react
named above, unless some S
taken by the railroad officia
vide transportation. There ¥
opinion, every probab 3
supply next winter would fa
low the demand. v 1
ber-men interested
ness admitted that
present was a serious one.

The situation in the coal
however, is more reassuring.
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shortage of coal was Dpre

demand at present is W
supply and the arrang
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