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The development of capitalism does 
not retard Socialism. The only thing 
that retards Sôcialism is ignorance. 
Get busy and awaken the workers.

Capitalism is economic cannibalism. 
It is not how much an insect eats that 
makes him a bed bug. It is how he 
gets it. It is not how much a man has 
that makes him a Capitalist—it is how 
he gets it.

(Continued from Page Two)Bright Clippings from 
Widea-wake Contemporaries
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all. It is purely biological and is found 
In all the higher forms of life. It is
the law of self-preservation expressed _ 
as rare preservation, and the idea of 
“ self-sacrifice’ ’ never enters in so the 
head of the mother. In the là'iftàtaf ] 
of affection u£on her child, often te 
her own physical harm, she but gratifies 
self. Many indulgent 1 ' self-sacrificing ’ ' 
parents have absolutely no considera
tion for the children of their neighbors.

Another oft-quoted example of self- 
sacrifice is the early Christians. Karl 
Kautsky, in a controversy with E. Bel
fort Bax on materialism, says: “It is 
jn my opinion possible to explain the 
aversion to earthly things and the long- 
iqg for death in Nearly Christianity by 
the material conditions of the time in 
the Roman Empire It would, however, 
be preposterous to find a material in
terest as a cause for the longing for 
death. ’ ’ Quite true, but Kautsky over
looks the fact that not only were the 
conditions of life in the empire suffi" 
cient to rob life of all joy among the 
slave class, but death itself was but the 
gateway to glory—“ spiritual'1 self- 
interest. “What profiteth a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his soul,” 
i.e., immortality, or eternal happinee.
The law of life, to life, and to live bet
ter, was merely pushed beyond the por
tals of death. And the faith of the 

L daily Christian was no pious hope: He 
was dead sure, or I do not understand 
history.

If Kautsky had turned to the 19th 
chapter of the Gospel according to Mat
thew, he would have found some start- 
ling proof as to the disinterested shd 
non-material motives of the early Chris
tians. A certain young man came to 
Jesus and said, “Master, what good 
thing shall I do that I may have eternal 
life?” Jestri told him to keep the 
mandmeuts. The young man assured . -|
Him that he had kept them all from his 
youth up and asked what yet he lack
ed. To which Jesus replied, “If thou 
will be perfect go and sell all that 
thou hast and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and 
come and follow me.” And the young 
man went away^very sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. The investment 
did not look gepd to him. Then Peter 
said ‘ * Behold, we *ave forsaken all and 
followed thee.” What Splendid sacri
fice!, But, alas, he added, “What shall 
we have therefore.” No, I am not at
tributing any “base, sordid, self-seek^ 
ing” motives to Peter, as, according to 
the Gospel, he forsbke all some time 
previous to making this enquiry. He 
was only obeying the primal taw. And 
Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you that 
ye which have followed me, . . shall 
receive an hundred fold, and shall in
herit everlasting life.” And this for 
the “sacrifice” of the possessions of 
a fisherman. What a sublime invest
ment! The writer of the story wrote 
in obedience to the primal law. He 
could not imagine anyone giving up 
anything without hope for some greater 
thing or satisfaction in return. Cast 
thy bread upon the waters and it will 
return unto thee after many days—but
tered. Can you wonder that this story 
is popular in capitalist society, where 
equal for equal is undreamt of, and 
much tot little is good business. But I 
now approach the “holy of holies,” and 
lest I should give offence, I will take 
leave of Holy Writ and ask the reader 
to draw his own conclusions as to thi 
nature of the “Supremest Sacrifiîb,” 
the great example for all the “Snprc-- 
Sacrifices” of press, platform, and pui-
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labor—and the unexpected smidiness of 
the Socialist vote is part of the story.

Wilson is not a labor President, never 
has been and never really will be. He 
may be a reformers’ President, or a 
progressives' President, bnt not a labor 
President. While he is undoubtedly 
more intelligent and sympathetic with 
labor than Hughes—around election 
time—he is not fundamentally social
istic. He may take steps towyd gov
ernment ownership, which steps will 
draw into hie train many more radicals, 
but Wilson will never take a step to
wards smashing the wage system or 
lessening the control of industry by the 
trusts. »

The Strategy of Reforms.
(The Rebel, Texas.)

Bismarck’s game was to grant reme
dial legislation far in advance of any
thing that has been tried in this coun
try. Under Bismarck’s guidance the 
German Parliament began as early as 
1887 to grant public old age, sick, un
employed and death insurance, wiped 
out slums, destroyed poorhonses, estab
lished the eight-hour day, abolished illi
teracy, erased child slavery, established 
government owned railways, telephones, 
telegraphs, markets, abolished homeless- 

„ ness until 86 per c£nt- of the Germans 
now own their own homes, etc.—all to 
the end that the slaves be kept well-fed 
and contented.

In short Bismarck frankly avowed 
that the purpose of these reforms was 
to “raise a bulwark against the rising 
tide of Socialism”—to take “wind out 
of the sails of the Socialists.”

However, the German Socialists did 
not stop their agitation in the fool be
lief that the capitalist government 
would now cut its own throat by hand
ing the workers freedom on a gold plat
ter. Instead they, communed among one 
another thusly: “Bismarck gave us So
cialistic measure because our vote in
creased last election. So let us in
crease our agitatoin, education and or
ganization. still more and thus force him 
to hand us more than ever.”
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To make a capitalist bbuqet take an 
untaught famished child of the slums, 
a drunken wife-beater, a lost woman 
of the streets, a jail-made criminal, a 
sweater’s slave, an unenydoyed work
man, an overworked laborer, a broken- 
down pauper, a bowelless money lender, 
a time-saving politician, a fraudulent 
bankrupt, a jerry contractor, a dissolute 
aristocrat. All of these flowers are the 
fair product of the soil on which our 
present system is based. They form a 
bouquet which smells good—to the 
capitalist.
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t- The Fight Still on in Russia!

(New Review.)
During the war the Russian workers 

have not only managed to maintain 
their economic struggle, but organize a 
number of political strikes. In April, 
1915, there was a large protest strike 
on the memorial day- of the massacre 
of the gold workers in the tiena dis
trict, and 400 men were arrested. On 
May 1, 35,000 workers went on strike 
in St. Petersburg. In June and July the 
textile workers in Kostroma and Iwano- 
Wosnesensky 'Engaged in an economic 
struggle ending with mere than 100 
workers killed) many wounded, and a 
large number of arrests. As a protest 
against these bloody events the work
ers in St. Petersburg organized strikes. 
The movement developed great strikes 
in August and September, when, after 
the dissolution of the Duma the work
ers demonstrated against the Govern
ment, their demand being: “Down with 
the Government.” In September, 15,- 
000 men were on strike in Nijni-Nov- 
gorod, and a large number in Moscow, 
Charkoff, and in the south of Russia. 
Not only has the war not crushed the 
revolutionary movement, but during the 
last six months the movement has gain
ed in intensity.

e
--V-, 1h

r

r
? Labor trying to better its conditions 

by electing either of the old political 
parties to office is like petitioning the 
devil for a pass to heaven.
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Rent profit and interest represent the 

difference between :whatv. the workers 
earn and what they get. (
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If you steal a meal you are a criminal, 
but if you steal a railroad or one mil
lion .acres of land you are an ornament 
to society.

/■:

I Lighting Labor’s Way.
(Sydney Aust., International Socialist.)

We are a small party compared with 
the Labor Party. But we have large
ness of purpose, clarity of vision, the 
enthusiasm of unhoped for reward, a 
great ideal to be accomplished, all un
sullied by the lucre of office or the 
desire for personal aggrandisement, that 
has cursed the Labor movement. ’ And 
this being so, we are satisfied to keep 
on fighting in thé' vanguard of the 
Labor movement in the knowledge that 
we are blazing the trail that must in
evitably be follbwed by those who fight 
in the great battle of working class 
emanoipatioh.
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The capitalist idea of prosperity on 

earth is about the same as the devil’s 
idea of prosperity in hell) m' <

' ;The slave produces for his own living. 
But for that privilege he must first 
produce for his master.
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When a working man has a wooden 
leg he finds it hard to get along. But 
he thinks he gets along alright with a 
wooden head. m

War What For!
(Glasgow Forward.)

At one time the French called us Per
fide Albion because we did it a,nd de
nied it. Now here is the military corre
spondent, London Times, Sept. 31, 1916, 
openly admitting it and gloryii^ in it, 
even during this great struggle for 
small nationalities:—

“Nobody in particular noticed that 
between 1878 and 1902 the British army 
addéd to the Empire an area of terri
tory equal to that of the United States, 
but the British soldier naturally noiiced 
it because he did it. In the mountains 
that girdle the North-wes» Frontier, 
amidst the rocks of Afghanistan, 
through the swamps and forests of Bur
ma and Africa, on the veldt, in Egypt, 
and in the deserts of the Soudan, an 
Empire was being carved out by the 
old army in a quiet, unostentatious, but 
methodical sort of way.”

The difference between British.. Im
perialism and Pan-Germanism, is that 
the former operates solely for the wel
fare Of the absorbed nationalities, in 
fact, does it at great personal sacrifice 
for their own good: while the latter, is 
it not exploitation, penetration, bar- 
barization, sensualizetion, domination, 
toestialization, and several other ations 
which we cannot just remember at the 
moment! " j
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When the workers are too industrious, 

over-production is the. result. The boss 
takes his ease, but the worker seeks 
the soup kitchen. Great system, is it 
not!
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• T A Contrast in Procedure.
(Toronto Star.)

The snow-cleaning days have come. 
Things would be made much easier for 
the householder if the procedure laid 
down for prosecuting the food mono
polists were adopted for those who ne
glect to shovel away the snow. First 
the City Council would have to be 
“shown” that snow had fallen and had 
not been removed. Then a policeman 
would be sent to investigate. The po
liceman would report to the Council, 
and the Council would pass a resolution. 
The resolution would be sent to the 
Minister of Justice at Ottawa. The 
Minister of Justice would send a snow 
expert to visit- the scene of the crime. 
The investigator would report to the 
Minister. The Minister would then, per
haps, request or instruct the Attorney- 
General of Ontario to prosecute the 
offender. \

Instead of that, the householder, after 
a yarning from the policeman, receives 
a summons, appears before the magis
trate, and is summarily tried. -

Or, to reverse the case, what a boon 
it would be to the householder if he 
could get after the food monopolist as 
quickly as the tity authorities get after 
him for not shovelling the snow.
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■ “Whatever is, is right,” say our rul- 
That is their standard of moral-

■ :j era.
ity. Consequently all progress is revo
lution and anarchy to them because it 
is undesirable from their standpoint.
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i The capitalist institution known as 
the court of justice imprisons a tramp 
because he lives off the earnings of 
other people. Why does not the bame 
rule apply to the millionaire?
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Jt takes persecution to awaken class- - 
consciousness.- That is why the wage- 
slaves will surely kick at-the prospect 
df conscription. m

Wages mean robbery. If you were 
paid what you produce, the master 
would be in the bread line. “Capital,” 
said Marx, ‘ ‘ is unpaid .wages. ”
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Capitalism means profit. Profit means 
competition, and competition means 
war. War is hell, but capitalism is 
three blanks and an asterisk.

t

We would not suggest that conscrip
tion is wanted as a weapon to deal with 
the workers when the other business 
is finished with. We know"\ that the 
good kind master is too fine à chap to 
do anything like that.

SB
Wilson and Labor.

(American Socialist.)
Well, it’s four years more of Wilson. 

It’s scheduled, according to the inside 
dope hereto be four years of half-bak
ed radicalism with the unavowed but 

am est purpose of smashing the So- 
alist party and building up a Liberal 
irty which will perpetuate itself in 
Gee ad infinitum. This is a pheno 
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' TÉ Sub Hustlers, and Local 
Secretaries, are requested to
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MAN WE’RE LOO!

“He’s so reckless he'i 
chances.” “Oh, do se
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cross the Atlantic and return without League’g Bazaar.”
need of re-fueling. Capitalism has per- --------- -—
verted science to tha service of d

forward at once all monies The latest achievement of science is 
the Deutschland submarine, which canm

■ collected on sale of Subs.
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