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port back to the colony when the services of
the force are no longer required. Wound pen-
sions and compassionate allowances to be paid
y the Imperial government at Imperial rates.

Now, it is perhaps doubtful if the pen-
sions which will be paid by the Imperial
government will be adequate to meet the
views entertained by the Canadian govern-
ment, but it is meet and proper that we
should know exactly where we stand with
regard to the action to be taken by the
Imperial authorities ; and then if in our
opinion—and I may say that I doubt, tak-
ing the measure of pensions on the other
side, if the pensions to be granted by the
Imperial authorities will be adequate, in
our view, to what should be done to those
who have risked their lives in South Africa
—if in our view the pensions to be granted
by the Imperial authorities are not sufii-
cient, according to what I might call the
Canadian standard, I have no doubt that
this parliament will be well disposed to
supplement them by an extra grant. That
is the reason why no mention was made of
is.in the speech from the. Throne.
My hon. friend wanted information upon
the fast Atlantic servicee. I am sorry to
say that upon that subject I have none to
give. The conditions are not yet so favour-
able in England that we can undertake to
have that service at an early day. But in
all probability, as the war is now drawing
to a close, normal conditions of trade will
be resumed, and then the time will be ap-
propriate to take up that question of a fast
Atlantic service, to which both parties in
this country are committed.

With regard to the Joint High Commis-
sion, the condition is just the same to-day
as when we last separated. That commis-
sion has not been dissolved, it is still in
existence, and we intend at the earliest pos-
sible moment to resume negotiations. But
my hon. friend is aware that the conditions
were not favourable to the resumption of
negotiations when we separated. Tirst of
all, we had the general election on hand
ourselves, and there was also one on the
other side of the line, and pending the re-
sult, it was impossible to resume negotia-
tions. But when this session has closed and
the American Congress has terminated its
sittings, I have no reason to doubt that we
shall be able to resume negotiations and
bring them, I hope, to a satisfactory con-
clusion,

I shall not touch upon all the topies which
have been discussed, for instance, the Alas-
kan boundary, concerning which I am sorry
to say I have no hope of arriving at a set-
tlement further than I had on the former
occasion. The Americans have taken such
an attitude and such a course, and we have
also taken such an attitude, that it seems
almost impossible to reconcile the two op-
posite views. If I were not a member of
the commission myself, I would feel more
inclinefi to speak freely, but without ven-
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turing to criticise the position taken by the
American commissioners, I may say that
we can hope that if we cannot reach an
honourable settlement of the question be-
tween ourselves, we may at least effect an
honourable compromise. Between two such
countries as the United States on the one
hand and Canada and Great Britain on the
other, I am sure there is no difficulty that
cannot be settled by an honourable com-
promise or arbitration. If we cannot our-
selves arrive at an agreement, certainly we
can agree to call in a third party, a friend-
ly power, to arbitrate. In the meantime,
we have taken a step which was important
to take in a matter of great moment. At
any moment, there might be discoveries of
gold in that district, and we know from the
character of the men who risked their lives
in the search for gold, that unless we knew
exactly where the gold might be found,
whether in the territory of Canada or the
United States, great complications might
result unless there was a settled boundary.
Consequently we have agreed on a pro-
visional boundary, which will serve as a
boundary so long as the question remains
unsettled, and that provisional boundary has
been settled by the geographers of the two
countries. In a short time I will be able to
lay on the table the report on the commis-
sion. But for the present we have a pro-
visional boundary, by which the two coun-
tries have agreed to abide, and according
to which the rights of the two countries are
to be settled in the meantime.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Is the tempor-
ary boundary in the nature of a compro-
mise between the two boundaries which are
respectfully contended for, or is it nearer
the one than the other ?

The PRIME MINISTER. It is in the
nature of a compromise between the re-
spective positions taken by the two parties.
But, I may say, this was not the idea which
inspired us when we agreed to lay out the
boundary on the ground. Perhaps the main
idea which we had in our mind and which
guided us was to fix the boundary at a place
where it would be more convenient for the
trade on the Dalton trail and also on the
Lynn canal, which is the part most fre-
quented. I think I have answered all the
questions put to me by my hon. friends. Fol-
lowing the example of the hon. leader of the
opposition (Mr. Borden), T shall not enter
into any contentious matter now. I may say
that I shall be glad, when the hon. gentle-
man exposes the policy of his party, to con-
sider it more critically. At the present time
I have only to say to hon. gentlemen oppo-
site in conclusion, that our policy will be the
same as for the last four years—a policy
which received such ample endorsation by
the people of Canada on the 7th of Novem-
ber.

Motion (Mr. Guthrie) agreed to.



