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lishers, and the allied trades concerned ln nNow, Sir, if we require not only the con-
copyright have suffered for over half a cen- sent of the Iniperial Government of the
tury ln Canada, will be righted. day to our legislation, but confirmatory Ilm-

The MINISTER OF ARICULTURE (Mr. perial legislation,,it is very doubtful indeed
Fisher). I feel that the House and the Gov- if we could obtan that, even if the Gov-
ernment perhaps, owe a debt of gratitude ernment of -the day were favourably dis-
to the hon. member <Mr. Ross Robertson) posed towards us ; because we know that
for having brought this very important at present the public opinion of England
question up ati as early a tage as was con- is very jealous indeed ln regard to copy-
sistent with his opportunities. The Bill of right legislation in a colony which might
Lord Her .towhichhiehas referred, Interfere with the Imperial copyright law..

Lor ilrsceU.to hic li ba reerrdUI' rthese circunistances, it seem"s to nie
is one whiehcertainly will very considerably iet hse circumstances1 ,1 adseems to1 me
mify he prsn Imperial Copyright Law, tha we shall bave to go easy, and try toniodify the present 'iei. oyrgtLw ttain our ends by careful negotiations and
and will to a certain extent at all events a
affect the Canadian position in regard to thisi conciliatory methods. The hon. gentleman
matter. I confess, Sir, that it was only bas characterized Canada's adhesion to the

Berne Convention in no measured terms,when I received notice that the hon. gen- which I do not wish at all to add to. Ittieman (Mr. Ross Robertson) was going to s, I believe, unfortunate that Canada is
bring this matter up, that I took occasion within the Berne Convention. Apparently,to look into that Bill. It is an unfortuate it is impossible for us. without the con-fact that some years ago the papers aud alli currence of the Imperial authorities,
documents connected with -copyright while to escape from that position which a for-
copyright administration is still in the De- mer Government here placed us in, with-
partment of Agrieulture, were transferred out the endorsation or consent of the Par-to the Department ot Justice. liament or the people of Canada. T1he hon.The copy of the Bi which was sent gentleman alluded to section 38 of this Bill
our Governmeat wvas sent to the Depart- ehichapro de :
ment of Justice, and did not comie under
my iim'ediate notice until I .iscovered it Her Majesty the Queen may, by Order in
there. The hon. gentleman has spoken of Council, direct that this Act sha apply to liter-
our rtCary and artistie works, or any class of iterary orour igh toenat eoyi-,«,,itin ýanaato artistic works, first published in the foreign coun-do not think any Canadian is prepared , try or countries naed in the Order, ln likeman-
forego that riglit, or to allow it to be less- ner as if the works had been first publshed in
ened in any way. At the same tine, wi the United Kingdom, and thereupon subjeet
cannot shut our eyes to the facts of the to the provisions of this Act and of the Order,
case, and we find that the Imperial autuho- this Act shal apply accordingly.
ritaes are rot prepared to allow of anyaThen ta asof a
amedment to our present CopyightA act.Istchor fgtlpbnlahesi toe foresr cht
We bave contended, and I fuly nur ite r ti n the e m

nbe given privilews a bthe Brtis uEmpire
bon.fie ien tlean'ini h oihto ;the 1 ae-ot 'wliich they have flot now. I hardly think

sthat is ikely, beause thereups no doubt

to the provisionspofsthiscActiandnoffthefOrder

caeand wefidthatthemperiala that this e intention of the section is that the
s such that werewe to euact a opyrigha prnvilege thus accorded shah Ùe reciprocal

law, the courts of the land, aud certainly and judthne from the position which the
the Privy Couneil, if the question ere car-
ried there, would decide against us. Thed ire re btvepyigtthreino
result would be that contentions of all
sorts would arise in the courts upon the ae
copyright question. The bon. gentleman,1core, that they will give recIprocal prIvi-

legres to thue British Empire. Beelprocai
a few moments ago, alluded to the present
Deputy Minister of Justice as one who is Britîs Empirewud eableeto obtal
thoroughly conversant with the cocopyrig orihtmite Uni'teSates, wlbou
question. .I have under my hand a memo- nîanufactringtor produ Sthesoyriht
randum written by that gentleman, in which woanu tt oouy ndUto te
he saysw: se-nt time there is no Indication that the

The validity of that contention, however, al- United States wouid isten to any sucîî pro-
though upheld on our part, has been denied by1posai. The bon. gentleman seems to fear
the law officers of the Crown and also by some this Irperial Bil very niuch; and I con-
of the Canadian courts, and I do not doubt that fess that, on reading lt very hasthly, as I
the Judicial Committee would decide It against us
should occasion arise. If, therefore, the Billhave only been able to do this afternoon, It
which I drafted some time ago were enacted and appéars to me to be one rwhich we shal
allowed to go into operation, as I am convinced bave to take into ourserlous consideration,
it would be by the Colonial Office, the questionjwith the view of taking sucb steps as we mar
wouild soon arise in the courts as to Its validity; find necessary to proteet Canadian Interests
and while from tactical and other reasons we before the Billbecomes law. But I would
should not in the flrst instance ask for Imperlal again refer to the memorandum of the
confirmatory legIslation, yet we should be driveno
to do so should our Act be pronounced ultravires bUtLJUd aC tbegrivn rtaleetain ten rehi E hre

whih.tey avenotnowBIRardyOtin
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