
APIRIL 15, 1901301

The employees to be paid from this vote flot
to be subject to the Civil Service Act.
The employees ln this brandi have neyer
been paid under the Civil Service Act ; the
Auditor General bas lateiy informed us that
the law would hardly justify that. He does
flot object that they sliould be pald as tbey
have been paid, but hie bas asked that these
words sbouid be put lu so as to make It
perfectly clear tbat it is justifiable to pay
tbem witliout reference to the Civil Service
Act. 1 may say that these empioyees are
largely outside, employed ail over the coun-
try. Some of tbem work part of the time
here, and part of the time outside. The
work ln thus branch la so mixed up that
It is impossible for the rules of the Civil
Service Act to apply to them.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I do flot know
e7betlier the lion. gentleman lias already
given the committee any statement witli
regard to the condition in wbicb the cold
storage ls on steamsblp hunes. I bave beard
It stated that there is a great deal of diffi-
cuity ln seduring accommodation for Cana-
dian products on steamers possessing cold
storage facîlities.

The 111NISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
I have flot given any explanation of that,
but I shiah be very giad to do so. The re-
port whicli the bou. gentleman lias lieard
that there bas been difficulty In securing
accommodation le flot at ail fouuded on the
facts. As a matter of fact, last year, I yen-
ture to say that there was flot a case where
anybody asking for cold storage accommo-
dation could flot secure It. The products
tint are chiefiy sent in cold storage are
butter and meat. Some of the steamers
wbicb bad been under contract for us to
supply cold storage accommodation from St.
Lawrence ports were employed lu carrying
troope and suppies to South Africa, and
for a time, lu the early part of last year,
these vessels were not running from Can-
ada. In the early part of the season therc
le no very great dema9d for cold storage
accommodation ; It is lu July, or after July,
that thls demand arises and soon after tliat
time there was an abundance of cold. stor-
age accommodation. Tie only lune tiat did
not 2ut on these sips which had been un-
der coutract, was the Elder-Dempster line
to Bristol, but they put on some other slips.
so that lu the faîl of the year, wben there
was the greatest demàand for coid storage,
there was cold storage accommodation to
Bristol as weli as otier Englisb ports. I
venture to say, speaking witbout havlng the
actuai figures at my command, tbat there
was full accommodation for ail the products
tbat shippers wished to go forward ln cotld
storage. I am remlnded that there was a
lack of accommodation from Nova Scotia.
We liad a contract witli the Furness-Witliy
Comnpany for cold storage accommodation
from Halifax which required the seudîng of
vessels and they took these vessels off wlth

ont any notice and wlthout fuifilllng their
contract. We are now dealing witb them
as to the matter. This was the only occa-
clon of a iack of accommodation, and I may
say that cold storage accommodation from
Nova Scotla bas been very Iittie availed of.
Their reasons for taklng off tbelr vesseis
were tbat tbey were losing money up to tbat
time.

Mr. BORDEN (Hallifax). Tbe circum-
stances tbat were brougbt, to rny attention
very incidentally were not ln counection
wvîth Nova Scotia, but lu connection with
thie sblpmeut of poultry. A gentleman lui
Toronto told me that lie lad eug-aged iu tbe
business of sbipping poultry to tlie old coun-
try and tbat lie bad been bandicapped, to
a certain extent, by not being able to pro-
cure sufficient cold storage accommodation
on the steamers. 0f course, I know notig
of tlie particulars myseif.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
I thiuk tbat wbat the bon. gentleman refera
to was due to tbe fact tbat poultry did not
go forward until tbe winter season. Our
contracte witb the vessels were for the
open navigation of thie St. Lawrence. Wben
tbe veesels are taken off the St. Lawrence
route, most bf tbem go to Portland as we
neyer made any arrangement requiriug coid
storage accommodation from United States
ports. The Manchester liuers saiied from
St. Johin and Halifax tliis last year and tbey
carrled. cold storage products from Canada
to England ail winter, but tbere was no cold
storage accommodation to otber ports lu
Great Britain except to Liverpool and Mali-
cbester. Tbere were some slight complaInte
lu consequence of most of tbe Canadian coid
storage veeseis going to, Portland lu tlié
winter.

Mr. WALLACE. le cold storage requireti
lu tie wlnter tîme ?

Tlie MINISTER 0F AGRICUL1LTùR.
For pouitry it is. If we send pouitry to the
Engiieli market cold storage will be required,
and I trust to make future arrangements by
wbicb we wiil secure that as mucb as pos-
sible from Canadian porte. I have neyer
ndertaken lu any way to control, or assiet
lu providing cold storage from American
ports. I do flot tbink tbat lt would be wise
or proper for parliameut to do that. We do
not undertake to control cold storage on the
vessels that are taken off the Canadian trade
and put on the American trade lu winter
time.

Mr. WALLACE. Are they not tbe sarne
veesels -?

Tbe MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
A large nurnier of vessels that corne to
Montreal in summer, as tbe bion, gentleman
kiiows, go te, Portland ln wlnter.

Mr. WALLACE. Tley bave cohd storage
already provided.

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE.
Tbey bave cold storage facllties, but we do
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