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Hon. Mil. KOSS—That was a lcf,'islatiye

uiiiou, while in this the representation will

be hasL'd on population.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOI'R—That Joes not

aficct the case. After the Iri.sh uniui was

effected, what was the representation ol Ire-

land in the House of ('i)iiiiaoiis? U was

100 members in a total number of liiiH ; and

in t!'e House of Lords 'iS IVers, in a Hou.so

of 4riO members. And although it was con-

sidered by Hn^'land an ab.'olute iiectt-.Mty

that the union thoulJ be )>r(;ui;ht about, she

did not {,'ive a prep )nderaiice, and scarcely a

l':iir share, of the representation to the si>ter

kinLjdom.

Ho.N. Mn. IIOSS—That is became in the

Knglish Tarliament they do not reeou'nize

the principle of representation by population.

Hon. Mv.. SEVMOril—Jly hon. friends

will say that this proposed chauio is neither

American nor En;^li-<h.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBEIW— It is

Canadian. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. .Mil. SEV.MUl'K--No, it is neither

one nor the other ; it is a mongrel ('(m.-^titu-

tion. (Laughter.) In England no import-

ant change in the laws is ever carried with-

out being discussed a Parliament, session

after session, followed by an appeal to tho

people upon it. Even so u. important a

change—or what would, in comparison with

this scheme, be bore regarded as so unim-

portant a change—as the extonsi.n of the

franchise has been discu.-'sed in Parliament

for veiirs, and submitted to the people belbre

passing into law. Now, I would like to en-

quire of honorable gentlemen, what aro the

legitimate functions of the Legislature of this

country. Ho we not a.ssemble here for the

purpose of enacting good and wholesome

laws for the people ? (Hear, hear.) Tho«e

laws may be repealed, if they chance not to

meet public approval; but here ym propose

to change the Constitution—to change the

whole frabric of society—in fact to revolu-

tionize society, without asking the Cinsont

of the people, and without the possibility

—

at any rate, tho reasonabl'j possibility—of

this important change ever being recon? '
'-

ercd. Does nut this important subject affect

every frceL Ider in the country as much as

it affects us, and are there not thousands of

people in the country who have as great an

interest in it as the mcmbrrs of the K.xceu-

tive Council of Canada '' And yet forsooth

these gentlemen prepare a scheme, bring it

down to this House, and tell the representa.

fives of tho pwple that they are not at liberty

to r.scertain the wishes of the people respect-

ing it, nor to alter it in any manner, but

must take it as it is. Still we arc told, not-

withstanding all this, that this is freedom,

and that we aro a free people.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL— ^ u are m.

liberty cither to accept or reject it. (Hear,

hear.)

Hon. Mr. SEVMOPU— Well, that is all

very well, but wo are told we must accept

the scheme as it is; and all the inffueiiee

that the (lovernmcnt can use—which 1 fear

will be successfully used—(hear, hear)—will

be employed to carry it through without the

people having an opportunity of saying yea

or nay upon it. Wc arc told it is not Brit-

i>h to permit thi:i—even to pass a short act

alli>wing the people to vote upon it; but if

•his is not British, neither is the proposi-

t on itself. (Hear, hear.) I entreat Imn-

orable mcmbcis not to pass a measure id"

this imp rta..cc without delaying it some

little time, :it all cvenl.s, for the purjiose of

obtaining an expression of public opinion

upon it. Tiie people v\ iio arc to be governed

by it, who arc for all time to come to live

under this Constitution, certainly have a

right to be consulted before it is consum-

mated ; and fur the special wo'!-boing of

the country, I hope and trust it will not pass

without affording them that oppor'unity.

(Hear, hear.)

Thursday, Fthnotn/ 10. 18G5.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said— I think it

was said by a """sc man that there is nothing

new under the sun. But had SoLO^'hn

the scheme now before the House presented

to biin, he would probably have changed bis

opinion. Possibly nothing new can be said

on the subject of representation by popula-

tion, or even on the scheme now beiore the

House ; but representing, as T do, one of the

largest and wealthiest constituencies in

Upper Canada, I think it necessary for mc

lo give my reasons for tin, position I have

felt it my duty to take in referenee thereto

It has been stated that the elections wbicli

have lately taken place have gone in favoi

of the (Government ; but, even if such wen
the case, how could it po^sibly be otherwise

seeing that men of all shades of politics ha'i

united in formin;: a happy limiily. ^Yc hav

seen those who have been for almost u life


