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called a council of war, to advife on his future mea-
fures, and he took their opinions in every article, few
of which were of importance.
He had heard feme time before, that there was a,

defign in England to fuperfede him ; but this was un-
certain, till col. Webb arrived at New York from
England, bringing two letters from his majefty^s
principal fecretaries of State, dated the 13th and
31ft of march; in the latter of which, he received
his majefty's orders to repair to England. Oh the
20th of June, major general Abercrombie arrived at
New York with Otway's, and the highland regi-
ments, from whence he went to Albany, in company
with col. Webb, and the day following took upon

Jiimfelf the chief command of all his majelty's forces
in North America. Mr. Shirley gave general Aber-
crombie a very particular account in writing, of the
Hate of every part of his majefty's fervice under his
care, with the ftrength of the regiments, garrifons,
and works

y and alio gave him his fentimenls and
advice in regard to the expeditions which were then
in agitation, againft the french. One of them, as it

difplays a great piece of bravery, I muft be more par-
ticular in mentioning. It was a very gallant aaion
under captain Bradftreet. That officer command-
ing the battoes in their way to Ofwego, was at-
tacked by a party of french and indians in ambuf-
rade

; finding himfelf between two fires, he letired
with great dexterity to a little ifiand on the river,
where, for Tome time, he defended himfelf with fix

men, againfl forty of the enemy, and obliged them
to retire ; being reinforced, he attacked a large body
infinitny fuperior to his own, and gained a complete
vidory over them, which was owing intirely to his
own admirable condudl, and the aftonifhing bravery
of his men.

In march laft the earl of Loudon had been appointed
commander in chief of all his majeity's forces in
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