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such iin oflicc. I itgiTtnl with Dr. Sirachnn thflt lie should nscrr-

taiii from Mr. Wood tin; |)rob.d)Ie Iciv^iU ot his stav in this t-nuii-

Iry, without coninuudiuliiiii to him the prtrlicuhir ohjett of thr en-

quiry ; and Dr. S. informed me, whnn 1 next saw him (12lh IMny),

that Mr. Wood was likely to he detained in Canada a year or more.

As that gentleman, from all I knew oi him, appeared to me to be

a person in all respects (iualified for the situation in question by

talents as well as by tharacler, I eonfess it never occurreil to mo to

be necessary thai I should return to tlie (;iiiel Justice to consult

him on the point ; but, without hesilation, I decided on su!»;o;estint>-

Mr. Wood to your Excellency as a lU person to be substituted for

the Allorney-Gcneral in the proposed Commission. Dr. Stra-

chan's last communication (o me, i. e. (>i the probable length of

Mr. Wood's stay in the country, was made on Monday the l"2lh

May ; on which day 1 embarked to join your Excellency at Stam-

ford, and (iroceeded with you to Kingston, without returning to

York. During our absence, I laid this suggestion bei'ore you, atid

your Excellency was pleased to upprove of Mr. Wood's being

substituted for the Attorney-Cenrral, and direct that the necessary

steps should be taken as soon as possible.

24th IVIay.—On the morning of Saturday the 24lh INIay, your

Excellency landed at York from Kingston. The Commission for

the Claims, which had been prepared in blank, was brought to you

by Mr. Cameron, signed by VfUi at the Government House, and

the names given to Mr. Cameron to insert in it. On Thursday the

'29th the Appointments appeared in the Gazette.

31st May.—On S.turday morning the 31st, your Excellency

arrived at York, to preside at the meeting of the Bible Society,

which was hold at 2 o'clock, r. m. that day ; and it was whilst the

subscribers were assembling in front of the School-house, that the

Chief Justice took occasion to ask of me whether the name of Mr.

Alexander Wood, whom he had seen in the Gazette as appointed

to the Jioard of Claims, had been in the original list of persons pro-

posed for that situation, which I had formerly shown to him. I

immediately replied that it certainly had not';— that Dr.Slrachan,

whom I h)d likewise been desired to consult, and who had agreed

in his sentiments about the Attorney-General's probable desire to

be excused from the office, had suggested in his room Mr. Alex-

ander Wood ;—that as Mr. Wood was a person of whose fitness

in all respects I could entertain no doubts, it had not occurred to ntie

to be necessary to return and consult him about it, but had submit-

ted the name to your Excellency, and had received your orders

thereon. The Chief Justice begged that I would bear in mind

these circuiTistances, which I of course said that 1 would do, and

that I would explain to your Excellency : and here the conversa-

tion broke off. It however naturally struck me that the anxiety

manifested by Mr. Powell that he should be understood as not

having been instrumental in Mr. Wood's appointment, could pro-

ceed from no other czm*i than a knowledge of some unfitness on
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