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ized life—every one at liberty to do that "which was

right in his own eyes. The razor was seldom used.

But it would hardly do to set this dc^ a as a relic of

barbarism, at a time when many devote more atten-

tion to the development of a mustache than to the

development of the mind. Red flannel shirts were

generally worn, and laboring men, when at work,

even in the coldest weather, seldom wore a coat.

The long winters aflforded great opportunities for

reading and study. These were well improved by

some who were quite extensive readers. Many choice

books were found in the libraries of intelligent min-

ing agents. But many read little or nothing, and,

with the majority of readers, the books that were

eagerly devoured were novels and vapid trashy

literature.

It is not wonderful, that with this state of things a

generally confessed laxity prevailed in the morals of

the great mass, that gambling, drunkenness. Sabbath-

breaking, and kindred vices, found here a fruitful soil,

on which to grow and thrive.

But with all that has been in conflict with the real

progress of the Lake Superior region, recent indica-

tions foreshadow a proud destiny as at hand. Bound

now to the great east, by a vast chain of lakes and

rivers, soon to be connected by railroad to the vast

west and the far south, instead of being a barbarous

verge, fringing the outskirts of civilization, it is to

become the center of eastern and western civilization,

drawing from the moral and intellectual resources of


