
lundAntrnUl Idea of Gnd. The Church nn long and alill m
larfcely ciinccivcd of an a hierarchy had for Un undrrlrln|t

fdi-a the thought of (iod an king, nt ahoohitt! nionnrch. *<

But thin nil wt* hnvr nccn In not the fuiulikmi-ntul idea

of (iod which in thut of Fnth* rhoud. Very nnturnlly nnd

Tcry bfautifully tliere tpringa from thlu nourct' the Idra of

the Cliurch an tlie Family of CJod. When wc cliarly grnNp

thin idcu thru the hierarchical idea i*t nven to he tiilnc and

injuriouN. The notion of a priesthood a% a vUihh of ntcn

standing in cloHcr relation to 0«»d than othcrn in virtue of

ordination, and as endowed by thnt^irdinntion with powers

either in word or lacrament, which gives them alone the

Inhcn-iit power of the di*itribution of Ood'H grace, \n clear-

ly inicompatihle with the thought uf the Church uh a family

of brothers and HititerN. But hitherto, as I have Hnid, the

Idea of the Fatherhood of God haH not been the fundamental

idea * Theology, out of which all oiher dortrinett grow,

and by which they moiit be tested. And hence the Church

(11) And this thuiiirht of God ns n kind nf rtnprror itnw

shHpe in the ritual of the F.iicharlst, ns Gregory of NyxM in a highly

Illiiiitinnting pnuage from his treatise on the llnly Spirit plriiidy

declarest "Inasmuch as men whrn uppronching entp^Tors and piitrii-

tntes for the objects which they wish in some Wf.y to obtain frnm tlioHc

rulers, do not bring to them their mere petition only, but eiunlov

ev: ry poasihle means to Induce them to feel pity and favour toward

themselves, clasping their knees, prostrating tliemselvrs on the >rrnund,

and putting forward to plead for their petition all sorts of pHthetle

signs to wake that pity, so it is that those who recognise the true

Potentate . . . when they are supplicating for that which they have at

h'-iirt, AoiiK- lowly in spirit bccmise of pitial>le <-unditionK in this wurUI.

stMiic with their thoughts lifted up because of their eternal uiy.sterious

pes, seeing that they know not how to ask and Ihwt their humanity

ii not capable of displaying any reverence thft can rrn'-li to the gran-
flenr of that glory, tliey carry the ceremonial used In tlie ease of men
into the service of the Deity. And this is what worship Is, that
worship I mean, which is off.?rcd for objects wc have at heart alnti;;

with supplication nnd huniiiintion." (Cf. Allen, Chriittian Institn-
tiona, p. 089). Lut alongside of this elaborate comparison hetv/rei)

the ceremonial court of a Greek Emperor and the ritufal of the
Eucharist, set the words of Jt«!us! "When ye pray, say. Our F.'iihpr,"

nnd we see what n mdf separates the theology of the fiftli century
from the **mind of Christ."
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