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hj (urns jocular, that the lerious might not

sink into the melancholy. 1 have advised

—I have in duty oflered servires, but in

vain : on went the t»port, till yesterday, when

the cannon announced to us that the play

was over ; and now we have (he second

speech of the Administrator, who has appro-

priately sunk down from the throne to the

chair

!

Gentlemen, the constitution of this prov-

ince is in danger, and all the blessings of so-

cial compact are running to waste. For

three years the laws have been thwarted,

and set aside by Executive power: for three

sessions have your Legislature satin Assem-

bly, and given sanction to the monstrou)?

—

the hideous abuse. A worthy catastrophe

has closed tim farce of Government
;
your

Commons and your Peers have quarrelled,

and the latter would assert that the consti-

tutional charter of Canada may be trifled

with. What is to be done ? Do you expect

anything from a new C4ovcrnor ?—you will

be disappointed. Do you expect anything

from a new set of representatives?—here

again you will be deceived. Your members

of Assembly are now at home : compare

their characters with those arou.id them, and

you will find them equally honest—equally

wise—equally independent. Now, that they

are .returned to society, as private individuals,

I should be the very last man to call in ques-

tion (heir worth or their probi'y ; they are

probably every way above pdr. It Is not

the men, it is the system, which blasts every

hope of good ; and, till the system is over-

turned, it is in vain to expect anything of

vftlue from duinge of representatives, or

GoTcmors.

U has been (he cant of time imn e^.norial^

to nake mystery of the art of Government.

The folly of (he million, and the cunning of

tho few in power, have equally strengthened

the reigning belief; but it is false, deceitful

aad ruinous. The people of every nation may,

at any time, put down either domestic tyran-

ny or abuse—they may, at any time, lay a

vavf^ foundation for public pro^erity ; they

hare only to bo honest, and, in their honesty,

bold.

In my last address to you, I said that the

lirili&h constitution was *' that beautiful con-

trivance by which the people, when perfectly

virtuous, shall become all powerful." Did

you mark these words?—did you weigh

them ?—they arc as important as they arc

true. We, of all men, have least to oppose

U.I in correcting the errors of our constitu-

tion. The Briiish constitution has provided

for its otvn improvement in peace and quiet-

ness: it has given us (he right of petition-

ing the Prince or Parliament ; and this exer-

cisedm a \nopcr manner, is competent to

satisfy every virtuous desire.

My present purpose is not to dwell on the-

ory ; but to recommend and set example in

the practice of using this glorious privi-

lege. As individuals we have aright to pe-

tition the Prince or Parliament of Britain

;

and we have a right to meet for this purpo.se,

in collective bodies. My propcsal now is,

that a meetins; be forthwith held, in each or-

ganized towaship throughout the province.

I shall take npon me to name the duy for the

meeting of the people ot this township of

Niagara, and say, that on Monday next, the

13th inst., I shall be ready by 12 oVIock,

noon, at Mr. James Rogers' Coffee House,

to proceed to business, with whoever is iu--

clined to join me. The people of each

township should, I conceive, at meeting,

choose a representative and clerk. The

representatives should assemble from the se-

veral townsLips, withiaeach district, on an

appointed day, to draw up a petition to the

Prince Regent ; and which could, soon ailcr,

be got signed by every well wisher to the

cause.

The district meetings should, without de-

lay, hold conference Ly representatives, each

respectively choosing one, to meet in a pro-

vincial convention, and who should arrange

the whole business—dispatch Commissioner

to England, with the petitions, and hold cor-

respondence with them, as well as with the
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