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Would the Commainlant of Fort Nclfon havr thought ••

Mr. JcftVrfoii doo», if Captain Stopfnrd had rcfufcd to have

ffiven up hi« dcfrrtcrt when he applied for them ? Wouli

he have heen fati«fi*<l if Captain Htiwford h^td told him. that

no men of the nume« he inquitrd ft)r were entered for hit

flnp, if the \cry meti wen* at the time, in defiance of him, par-

adinjf the deck of the Chichefter ? And would it have eKah-'

cd hii opinion of Captain Stopford, if he had known that

the name* of . he men had been changed by hit advice, that

he might be furuiihtd with a reply fo ungentlemanly and cva-

iive? ^*'* •

We wifh the American Nava! Officers, among whom are

many men of honour, to anfwer thefe queftiona, and candidly

acknowledge what would have been then- feelings had the

cafe been reverfed, and they plac^ in the fame fttoation;^

Would they have thought, as Mr. JeflWbn does, that they

had no ground of offence or provocation ? "We arc fatisfied

that nut only they, but the feeUngs of all mankind will an-

fwer the queilion with becoming indignation. *' **

Under thefe circumftances, what coorfe was left «> the C6m-
mander in Oiief of Hii Majefty's Hquiidron on this ftation to

purfue, but either to fuffer his (hips to be dlfmantled In the

American harbours, where fuch Injidious hofpttalu^ was afford*

cd them* or to take the rery ftep he did, by which he fhould

not only put an immediate fttrp to the injury, but bring thia

qiHilUon to a determinate iflfue between the two natioos.

The theatre for the decifion of this important queHion,

Avas the moft appropriate that could have been choien, th»

Open Ocean ; that the appeal and the juftice of it, might cot

only be made to the two Nations, but to the Univene. Ir

thia Court of honour, no quibbling civilians were admitted.

The complaint was ftmply dated in the Admiral^s Order,

(which we have already inlferted) and tranfmitted to Com-
modore Barron, with a polite note, from Captain Humphreys.
To this demand Commodore Barron replies, ** I know of

no fuch men as you defcribc ; the Officers that were on the

rccruitiiig fervice for this fhip, were particularly inftru£te4

by the government, through me, not tti enter defertera from
•His Britannic Majefty's fhips ; nor do I know of any being

here."
''^

llie demand being made, and the reply given, the h€i%

were completely at UTue between the parties. Aitd what was
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