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commenced. And tlic handle which Mr. Byjig

made of the wcabicfs of liis fqundron to cxcufc

his not attempting to raile the ilcgCj or to re-

hevc Fort St. Philips docs not require a repe-

tition in this plice, it being 'io fidly let forth in

his T/7^7/ai]d Difence.

The French having got, by tliis means, pof-

i^^ion of all the open country and towns on

il//;;or<:-^, without the lofs of a man, Lord Brijhl

informed that the French were nvaking great

preparations for another embarkition at 'Toulon

-of eight battalions, with a great increafe of am-
munition and ftores, and alfo to augment GaU
laJjloniere\ fqudron with five men of war and

one frigate getting ready at Toulon^ where they

p'-efTed iiiilors of all nations. All v.'hich was

confirmed by Conful Biriles^ Coniul Dick^ and

Mr. Vilkttcs^ Vv-ho adds that tlie towns (in

Provence and Languedoc) had been (o (Iript of

their cannon, ^c. in order to fupport the expe-

dition an;ainfl: Minorca, iliiit 6 coo men fup-

ported by a fquadron of fifteen men of war

would be more than fiuTicient to take them ail

in eight dayi5, rivyithout coming to a fiege ; and

that this cxpc/Ji;tioa .would coft upwards of i 20

millions. ' -i^i.M

But all this did not fpirit up any further ar-

mament than hvQ fhios of the line with one

regiment, and i 00 of the train, moRiy miners

from Neivcaftle^ raifed for the purpofe, fcnt to
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