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OREGON BILL AS IT PASSED THE SENATE.

A. bill to authorize the adoption of measures for

the occupation and settlement of the Territory

of Oregon, for extending certain portions of the

laws ol the Uniied Slates over the same, and for

other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

entalives of the United Sta,tes of America in Con-

gress assembled, That the President of the Uniied
States is hereby authorized and required to cause to

»e erected, at suitable places and distances, a line of

tockadc and blockhouse forts, not exceeding five

a Aimber, from some point on the Missouri and
Arkansas rivers, into the best pass for entering the

'^alley of the Oregon; and, also, at or near the

Doath of the Columbia river.

That provision hereafter shall be made by law to

eciUre and grant six hundred and forty acres, or

>Me Section of land, to every white male inhabitant

•f the Territory of Oregon, of the age of eighteen

eajs and upward, who shall cultivate and use the

ame for five consecutive years; or to his heir or

leirs-at-law, if such there be, in case of his decease.

In4 to every such inhabitant or cultivator (being a

aarried man) there shall be granted, in addition,

me hundred and sixty acres to the wife of said has-

land, and the like quantity of one hundred and six-

) -acres to the father for each child under the age
if eighteen years he may have, or which may be

•orn within the five years aforesaid.

That no sale, alienation, or contract of any kind,

hsJl be valid, of such lands, before the patent is

ss.aed therefor; nor shall the same be liable to be

akeb in execution, or bound by any judgment,
nortgage, or lien, of any kind, before the patent is

K) issued; and ail pretended alienations or contracts

f'

oJBiiienating such lands, made before the issuing

^^'!. patents, shall be null and void against the

,, (ii
''- himself, his wife, or widow, or against his

• '/i'uv-law, or against purchasers, after the issu-

ngof the patent.

That the President is hereby authorized and re-

luired to appoint two additional Indian agents,

vith a salary of two thousand dollars each, whose
luty.it shall be (under his direction and control) to

uperintcnd the interests of the United States with
iny or every Indian tribe west of any agency now
stablished by law.
That thr "Tiof one hundred thousand dollars

le appropriated, out of any money in the treasury

lOt otnerwise appropriated, to carry into effect the

royisions of this act

6ec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the civil

.nd criminal jurisdiction of the supreme court and
iistrict courts of the Territory of Iowa be, and the

ame is hereby, extended over that part of the In-

lian territories lying west of the present limits of

he said Territory of Iowa, and south of the forty-

linth degree of north latitude, and west of the Rocky
lifountains, and north ofthe boundary line between
he United Slates and the Republir; of Texas, not

ft^luded within the limiLs of any Slate; and, also,

over the Indian territories comprising the Rocky
Mountains and the country between them and the
Pacific ocean, souih of fifiyfour degrees and forty

minutes of north latitude, and north of the lorty-

second degree of north latitude; and justices ofthe
peace may be appointed for ihe said territory, ia
the same manner, and with the same powers, as
now provided by law in relation to the Territory
of Iowa: Provided, That any subject of the Govern-
ment of Great Britain, who shall have been arrest-

ed under the provisions o( this act for any crime al-

leged to have been committed within the territory

westward ofthe Stony or Rocky IMountains, while
ihe same remains free and open to the vessels, citi-

zens, and subj'.'cts ofthe United States and of Great
Britain, pursuant to stipulations between the two
powers, shall be delivered up, on proof of his being
such British subject, to the nearest or most conve-
nient auihoritiss having cognizance ofsuch offence
by the laws of Great Britain, for the purpose of
being prosecuted and tried according to such laws.

Sec. 3. And be it further enactt x'hat one asso-
ciate judge of the supreme court ui the Territory •

of Iowa, in addition to the number now authorized
by law, may, in the discretion ofthe President, be
appointed, to hold his office by the same tenure
and for the same time, receive the same compen-
sation, and possess all the powers and authority con-
ferred by law upon the associate judges of the said
Territory; and one judicial district shall be organ-
ized by the said supreme court, in addition to the
existing number, in reference to the jurisdiction
conferred by this act; and a district court shall be
held in the said district by the judge ofthe supreme
court, at such times and places as the said court
shall direct; and the said district court shall pos-
sess all the powers and authority vested in the
present district courts of the said Territory, and
may, in like manner appoint its own clerk.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That any jus-

tice of the peace, appointed in and for the territories

described in the second section of this act, shall
have power to cause all offenders against the laws
of the United States lobe arrested by such persons
as they shall appoint for that purpose, and to com-
mit such offenders to safe custody for trial, in the
samp cases and in the manner provided by law in
relation to the Territory of Iowa; and to cause the
offenders so committed to be conveyed to the place
appointed for the holding of a district court for the
said Territory of Iowa, nearest and most conve-
nient to the place of such commitment, there to be
detained for trial, by such persons as shall be au-
thorized for that purpose by any judge of the su-
preme court, or any justice of the peace of the
said Territory; or where such offenders are Brit-
ish subjects, to cause them to be delivered to the
nearest or most convenient British authorities, as
hereinbefore provided; and the expenses of such
commitment, removal, and detention shall be paid
in the same manner as provided by law in respect
to llie fees of the marshal of tliesaid Territory.


