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the first week of August the ship entered Lancaster Sound. Thus far th(5

climate had proveil as mild and auspicious as that of Italy. On entering

Regent's Inlet, the compass became useless, from the close vicinity of the

iriagnctic pole. On the twelfth, the ship made the spot where tlic Fury
was wrecked in A. I). 18ii5. The tent poles ere id on that occasion,

were still standing, but tlie wreck was gone. Though ir years had elapsed,

tlie stores were in excellent preservation, and had es ped the curiosity of

the bears, a circumstance to which the whole party owed their ultimatt;

temporal salvation. A good quantity of the stores was taken on boartl

the Victory ; enough to complete her complement for two years ami three

months. The gunpowder was destroyed, lest it should accidentally do
injury to the Esquimaux. The next day, the ship made Cape Garry, hither-

to the southern limit of the navigation of Regent's Inlet.

Ou the fifteenth, the Victory was on the shore of Boothia, thii'ty miles

south of Capo Garry ; but what avails it to indite the ship's itinerary ? The
strait was much clearer of ice than could have been expected—whales

abounded, so did the usual arctic animals, and the signs of tlie natives

were observed every where. In September, the ice formed, and the

weather became tempestuous. By the end of this month, all hope of fur-

ther progress was at an end ; the insurmountable obstructions of nature

forbade it, and preparations were made to winter in latitude 70 deg., long!-

tude 92 d(!g. 40 niin., three hundred miles further than any preceding ex-

pedition had gone, and within two hundred and eighty miles of Point Tiirna-

gain. The guns were taken out, the ship was unrigged, and frozen in for the

winter. A magazine was erected on shore, the engine was landed, and the

company began to amuse themselves by hunting polar bears, foxes, and seals

;

sjiirits were no longer used, divine service was regularly performed, &c.,

&c. ; a school was also opened. It is here justly observed that the tem-

perature of these regions is not, like that of Sweden and Norway, depen-

dent on the latitude. These are the facts from which this inference was
drawn

:
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Victory's Position, 69°

Melville Island, 74
Winter Island, 66
Igloolik, 69
Port Bowen, 73

In the course of January, 1830, the explorers made the acquaintance of

a party of Esquimaux, who had knowledge of the whites, and who did not

differ materially from their congeners described by Captain Pariy. We
regret that our limits do not allow us to dwell upon this interesting people,

and indeed the length to which we have already drawn this paper, warns
us to cut it short. Suffice it to say. that the company of the Victory were
lost to the world for four years, that they discovered the true position of the

magnetic pole to be in the supposed peninsula of Boothia, in latitude 70
deg. 5 min. 17 sec. and longitude 96 deg. 46 min. 45 sec. The dip of the

needle was here 89 deg. 59 min., within one minute of vertical, and con-

sequently, within a mile of the pole. The accuracy of science and mathe-

matical instrument makers can go no nighcr to perfection. The spot is

thus described :
" The land at this place is very low near the coast ; but

rises into ridges fifty or sixty feet high, a mile inland. We wished that a
place so important had possessed more of mark or note. It was scarcely


