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" I necordinsly take advantage of the dejiarturc (jf the ' Great Britain ' stc,ini-shi]> to acijuaint your Hisioriral NoH!.

F.ordship that I bad yesterday morning a eoid'erenee, liy aiipointiiient, with Mr. liuchanan, when the

negotiation for the settlement of the Oregon (Jucstion wa.s formally resumed.

"As the best explanation whieli I eotdd offer of the motives whidi had induced Ker Majesty'-i

Ctovernment to instruct nic to maki! a fresh, and as your Lordslii]! ho]ied, a final, proposition for the

solution of these long-existing dilliculties, I read to Mr. IJuchanan an extract from your Lordship's

despatch No. 18, beginning with tjie words, ' In tliis state of alT.tirs, it is a matter of some anxiety and

doubt what stejis,' &c., to the end of the despatch. It .seemed to me that tliere was nothing in the

oliservatioin contained in this ])art of your Lordship's inslructi<jns whicli miglit not be advantageously

made known to the American O ivrnment.

" Your Lordship's langiuigo apjieared to make a good deal of ini]ire.ssiou upon Jlr. Buchanan.

After I read to him the extract which I had ])repared from the despatch, he reipiested to be allowed

to reail it over himself, in my in-esenco, with whieh re(|uest I of course comidied. I thought it best

not to leave a cojiy of it in his hands, having in view the ]iossiljle, although not ]n'olialjlo, fa", to of the

negntiation which nnght render it desirable to deliver to him a enpy at length of the despatch, with a

view til its idtimate pulilication.

" I then laid liefore him a copy of tlie draft of a Convention wliicli accompanied ymv Lnnlship's

despatch Xo, lil, whicli Mr. ibiclianan said he wdiild ii:i:.; .li.Uely sidmiit to the I'resideiit for Us
consideration. A minuti' of what ]ia,ssed between us was then drawn up and signed, with the draft of

the pro]iosed Convention formally annexed to it.

" Mr. Buchanan frankly told me that, in his opinion, llio only part of the jiroposed arrangement

likely to occasion any serious dilllculty, was tliat relating to the navigation of the Columbia, for he

said, that the stnuigcst olijectinn existed to granting tlie ]ierpetual freedom of the navigation of that

river. I did not fail to jioiiit oui to him the great dili'ereiK'e whicli existed between a pcrjietual and

general freedom of navigation, and tlu' fpialilied right of navigation coiiteniplaied by your Lordship's

pro])osition. Ho admitted the f(a'ce of my obseivations in this sense, but I collect, from what fell from

him on this point, that an attemjit will be made to limit the proposed couces.--ion to tlie duration of the

existing charter of the Hudson's i!ay Company.

" At 4 o'clock yesterday evening I again met Jlr. Buchanan liy appointment, wlien he told mo that

the President bad come to the delermiualiiui to submit lair whole lUdposition to tlie Senate for their

advice, and that it would accordingly be sent to the Senate at an early day with a Message, which

Jlcssage might, and probably would, suggest some modifications of it. What these modifications might

be, Mr. Buchanan said, had not yet been determined ; but I imagine that they will not involve anything

essentially hostile to the ado]ition of the pro]iosed arrangement, or which may not be overcomo by

friendly negotiation and explanation between the two (iovernments.

" As relates to the Senate, my Lord, when we consider the moderate and conciliatory .spirit in

which the entire (itiestiou of Oregon has been treated by a large majia'ity of that body since the opening

of the present Sessimi of Congress, 1 think it may be fairly expected that their advice to the I'resident

on the reference which is about to be made to them will rather favour than impede an eany and

satisfactory termination of the Oregon dilliculties.

" I should add that, in addition to what Mr. I'.uchanan said about the n.avigation of the Colu'nbio,

he gave it a.s his ojiinion that it would be necessary, and even advisable, with the view to avoid

future misunderstanding, to define, or to provide I'm' the early deliiiition of, the limits of the farms and

lands now in the occupation of the I'uget .'^ound Agricultural Comiiany, and which it is jiropo.sed slurll

be confirmed to the A.ssociation in perpetuity. To such a juoviso, if conceived in .a spirit of liberality

and fairness, I imagine that Her Majesty's (loveriimeiit will have no olijection. I'.ut uiioii this point,

as well as what relates to the navigation of the Columbia, I will act with due caution, and, to the best

of my humble judgment and ability, in conformity with the spirit and intention of your Lordship's

instructions, as set forth in your Lordship's despatch Xo. I'J.

" I have, &c.

(Signed) " U. I'akeniiam."

On the 10th of June, the President of the United States sent this Message to

the Senate :

—

"
I lay before the Senate a proposal, in the form of a Convention, presented to the Secretary of

State on the Gtli instant, by the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Tlenipotentiary of Her Britannic

Majesty, for the adjustment of the Oregon question, together with a protocol of this proceeding. I
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