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THE PROFESSION OF MEDICINE

matter of self-guidance at the outset of medical

education, to take in a large view of future respon-

sibility, and ask ourselves that most important

question respecting a medical training : What will

be its effect ?

The flippant or superficial person may at once

reply : Our object is to gain money and pursue a

remunerative calling by looking after sick people.

Women find so much diiificulty in honestly support-

ing themselves, that it is reason enough that they

can in this way do so, and the labourer is worthy of

his hire. But I say emphatically that anyone who
makes pecuniary gain the chief motive for entering

upon a medical career is an unworthy student ; he is

not fit to become a doctor, and he will be a labourer

not worthy of his hire. What should be thought of

a statesman who aspired to the direction of national

affairs on account of the salary of ;£"io,ooo ? The
nobleness of motive must enlarge with the nobleness

of occupation, or the unworthy occupier sinks to a

degradation measured by the height to which his

career should have raised him.

Now, there is no career nobler than that of the

physician. The progress and welfare of society is

more intimately bound up with the pre\ailing tone

and influence of the medical profession than with

the status of any other class of men. This ex-

ceptional influence is not only due to the great

importance of dealing with the issues of life and
death in health and disease, but it is still more
owing to the fact that the body .nd the mind are


