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(ircat Miricly in tlii' '•'y.<^ of imr I'l'i-
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('niiailiaii C'oiifi'ili'ialloii as willi llio Aiiu'i'-
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tliiTi- art' In tlio .Vmoii.aii I'liloii slatis (if

uiii-ciilal sizi'K. It is iiol a ratal fault as lia.s

Ih'c.i proM'J liy the lilstmy of tlic Auu'iii."iii

Union, lint I "liolii'vc Uiat wlicii proviiiccs

art' not tlu' rt'.snlt of liislotlL- Iraililinn, wln'ii

tlii'y have not imio to iis f.iiiiicil anil wlnu
weUiivc the ciuli-ol of tvont.s. it is li.ifir-

alile that the provliice.s should lie us near

as posslhle about the same .'l7.o. Thorcfoie,

it 1» iniposslbli' to suppose Mint this liu-

lueiise territorj of l.tl^.M" lullcs Hhould

he formed Into oue sinxto provlnej. Tluie
Im another ohjeitloii. The terrl'jrie.s are

naturally divided luto two portions from
the point of view of asrUulture, cUmiile,

nud productions generally, the northern

portion and the southern portion, and 1

would place the boundary of these two
sections a little south of the boundary
which now divides the provisional district

of Mackenzie from the provlslonnl district

of Athabaskn. This northern portion of

the continent ha.^ not yet been fully ex-

plored, but still we know cnousU of it,

there has been enoush exploration of it

and It has been travelled over sufficiently.

to make u.? sure that it Is absolutely tinllt

for aKriculture. The climate Is too cold

and the soil Is too poor. Ther<- are. how-
ever, very excellent and very promising In-

dications of nilnern , wealth In that dis-

trict. There are indications to-day of pe-

troleum, coal, gold, copper and other min-

erals, and perhaps some day we may have
In what is to-day a barren section, an-

other Yukon. Hut we know by the expe-

rience of the past that mineral wealth,

when not coupletl with agriculture, is but

a precarious ground on wli' -h to found the

hope of thick and permanent settlement.

Therefore, we put aside tMs northern sec-

lion : bill till' >i«iilliii!i sr.tl'in I» of an alt-

s'liili'ly ililT.i-. Ill I haiailcr.
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III' iwii M'l-tlims at iilMiiit llie lino which
ii'i.s ili\idi's the piMV isloiial dislrli't of Mar-
l>ciizii' and till' pi .\ i-i iii.'il il.strlit of .Vllia-

liiiska. iiboiit llie iimli parallid of noitb lull-

tildr.

The soiiilii-ru s". linn li of a differeiil

ili.irarli'r. It 1.4 iibsolulely an agricul-

liinil coiiiilry, and I need not miy that

It Is ciiii' of the UiH'st In tin- world to-

day. It is traversed by lartse rivers tlow-

iiii fioiii till- Koiky iniiiiiilain.'i to IliiNin's

b.iy. and lli • valley of the iSaskiitrliewiin

is. i,s every one Kuow.-i. eipial In fertility to

the valley" of tin- Itid river. Kvi ryliody

knows also that the valley of the Iteil river

anl the valley of llio S isUatehewan lire to-

I'a.v !lie mosl" lerlile ulieal lU'Ms lui Irr liie

•Mil. We pnipose to give aiiioiioiiiy, not to

111" uliole of till' Terrlloriis. but lo that

si.ii.,n will' li e.\lends fnnii the .Viiieriean

111.;: uliiry uii to the bmimlary line between

th:' provisional distriit of Mai.Uenzie and
.li" I'l-iivlsional distriet of Atlmbaska, that

i> till- I'.illh parallel of U'lrth latitude.

Wlieii we were tlrst ap;iroielieil on this

subject, it was proposed lo in that we should

iiiaUe a province exlcniling from the .\merl-

1 an Iieundary up to tiie ."i7th parallel, tliat

is to say, Nomewhat to the south of the
piDvisloiml boiiiiilary between the iirovls-

loual districts of Mackenzie and Athabnska,
but we thoimht it iireferable lo take In the

whole disUiet of Athabaskn. The reason

fur iliis is. that although Alhabaska Is not
I iiiisiilei-ca to be a fertile country, and the

castein portion of it is barren, the westarn
piMlion, the valley of the Peace river. Is

ei.ual to the valley of the Saskatchewan and
SI lileiiieiit lliere Is already proceetling rapid-

ly. There are to-day on the Peace river two
grist mills, provided absolutely from wheat
grown In the Peace river valley, and there-

fore we have decided to Include within the

new proviu'-es the provisional district of

Athabaska. The area of these two pro-

vinces together will be about 550,345 square
miles. This is, in our estimation, altogether

too large an area to be made Into one single

province according to the size of the other
provinces, the largest of which Is British

Columbia, and the next largest Quebec,
British Columbin with an area of 372,000

square miles and Quebec with an area of

:m,000 square miles. By dividing It Into

two you have two provinces of 275,000

siiuare miles lu round numbers, each about

the size of the province of Ontario. If any
of the members of the House will care to

look at the map, they will see that we have
out the provisional lioundnry on the fourth
iuerldlau and according to our present In-

formation, this win give about the same


