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60 BROTHERS IN ARMS

ask "Even if the Germans were to

win this war, what difference would

it make anyway?" The proclama-

tion just quoted is not unaginary.

It was signed by Field Marshal von

der Goltz when German governor of

Belgium and was posted on the walls

of Brassels in October, 1914. I saw

it there myself. It is to destroy the

monstrous system which permits

and approves the execution of people

"whether they are guilty or not"

that we have gone to war. For if

we don't destroy it, it will most cer-

tainly destroy us. The trouble is

that we stubbornly shut our eyes to

the gravity of the situation which

confronts us; we have not aroused

ourselves to the colossal magnitude

of our l-^sk. Sacrifices and sorrows

without number await us. Before


