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eview of the Lumrber Trade of the Year.

GENERAL SLJRVEY.
Býy a study of the data bearing upon the lum-

er stade of the year 1898, the conclusion is
tached chat the :îggrcgate v'olume of business
*s somsewlîat below chat af the previaus year.
ritist Columbia shows a ialling off in experts te
oreign couintries af about ia,oaa,aaa feet, and

heMaritime provinces of nearly iSo,ooo,ooo
ei, hile the exporis front Ontario and O-uebec
veno greater than in 1897.

Yet, considering the conditions, the record cf
he past ycar is fot anc wvIich showvs a bachriard

tendency. Manitoba, %hîichi does nlot rank as an
exporting country, consumsed more lumber than
inany previauis ycar in the histary of the province.
The nrvtduction of spruce in the M~aritime pro-
vinces in the y-car 1897 %vas too great for the
requiremtents ai the chens cxploited markets, and
the business oi the Iollowving year suffered as a
consequence. But this was not an unmixed civil,
as the low price of spruce permitted it to sect're
a ioothold in markets whcre it wvas prcviously
unknown.

The war betiveen Spain and the United States
se rious1y intcrfcred wvith the trade ai the ycar,
not onlyin lumnber, but in other lines af commerce.
Contemplated improverni*ents on the eastern sers-
board of the United States 'vere cntircly stopped,
and the demand for vessels causesd frciglht rates
ta advance sharply, making il. diffncult, ta secuire
lumber tonnage rit a rate wvhicli would permiit af
chartering.

l'le experience of UIl past vears tends ta the
conclusion that in forcien markets the demnand for

Slumber isgiving place ta chat <or the marc inished
produci, just as timber in the log has been re-
placed in late ycirs by boards and deals. To
thtis the attention ai Canadian lumbermien is
directed.

ONTARIO.
Lumhcrtnen in Ontario will look back, upon the

year 1898l as anc in which business showcd a
substanciai iniprovement over that af the previous
lem years. In nearly cvcry departilent of the
lumber indus.try the returns wcerc grenier in pro-
portion ta, site volume ai trade. Notwithstanding
that lumt'er exported ta the United States wvas
subject ita a duty of two dollars per thousand feet,
puices .idanccd considerably during the latter
part ci the % car, whcn thiere 'vas; a strang dcmand,
in the fac of light stacks.

The pa'.uuion ai the pille trade wvill first bc con-
sidered. In tRie winter af IS97.93 lumbernien
owning mtin Ontario apcraied il) the woods
only madtiaiely, as il vas desirabie that stocks
ai lumb er iien in the yards shaulid bc reduced.

There %vere tiwo principal nmarkets in wvhicli Itin
bermien lîaped ta dispose oi their stock, viz., Great
Britain and Ontario. The l3risisti market hadl
becs' heav'ily stocked ini I897, but it %vas iound
possible, nevertheless, ta dispose of about the
t-sual quantity of Ontario lumber for consuimption
in the Mother cauintry, and at the usual prices.
Tite ieature ci chat tradte wvas the urgent demrand
for Nortway, or red pine, which seenis ta be gain-
ing grousid, and rcplacing other woods. Sales
ai the Ottawa valley production wvere made last

w. at Favorable prices.
1 consumption af lumber in the local market

mare titan counsterbalanced the loss in the volume
ai the United States trade. Building aperations
apened unussually brisik in the spring, and contin-
ued active throughout the season, rcsulting in a
grcatly incrcased dessend. <or pine lunmber, and
especially for the iawver grades. Tihis improve-
ment in building %vas flot confincd ta the country
distri *cts and sniail towns and villages, but ex-
tended ta the cicis. In Toronto clic buildings
crccted in 1898 wvere valucd «It SI,70J,63o. as
compared wviîi $951i, i30 in the prcvious year.
United States buycrs also erîîered the Canadian
market in search af box' lunîber, ivi icli, partiyo0n
accouint of tîe Spanish-Ainericars ivarhad become
scarce in thc United States. This %vas a further
drain upon the commets grades, and as a resuit
prices advanced iully two dollars per tlîausan»d.
At the close af the year stocks verce grenîly re-
duccd as campared wvith the holdings af previaus
years, a condition whiclî cannot but strengîhien
the position of manuiacturcrs inii îSg.

The hardwood industry wvas ini a flourishing
condition titraugitout the vcar. The trade of tRie
spring and summtler tvas characterized by active
buying a.-nd alicavymovemient oistock,. tawards
the fait l h ecam;e cvident that the :îvailablc
supply %vould not lie equal ta the demand, and
canscqucntly therc %vas a marked advance in
prices. It soon becamc a question afilehre ta
ahtain tRie stock ratlier thatn the price ta be paid
for sanie. àlantilacturers who hcld any; quantity
ai dry hardwaods were iii a position ta clict;tt
terris ta buyers. There %vas quite a lieavy cx-
port ai ha-rdwavod lunîber ta tic United Siales,
notwvithstanding tîte duty, wvhich was paid in
nearly cvery instance by the consumner. lard-
lvood prices nmade a gain duritsg thc ycar o.' iratî
S2 ta S3 per thousand, but it cannot be said cRhat
tic full benefit of this %vas rcalizcd by tlle manus-
factlirer, as the cast ai iags for iS9S sawtitsig
%vas cansiderably gre;tter than in t previoît'.
ycar. This winter prices even ifiger tchan chose
ai hast vear arc bcing paid ; a stcp the wisdam
afiiihîc is open ta doubt.

The shingle indutr> was prospcrous in 99R.
Pine and cedar shingles werc in g-ocl dcmand on
accounst ai the increased building, and higlier
prices werc obtainable. Tite production ai
shingles wvas aiso mucil hîcavier chars ',%7, aîtd a
nuniber af nev tr,*ils were put in operatian.

Tite reports front the lumber maniacturers in
Ontario are almost unanîmaus on anc point, viz.,
that tc business wvas more remtînerative last
year than in nny seasan <or nmanv vents. Tite
,volume of Itadie wvas perha-.ps no greater, but
business v'ielded a larger -sinrgin of profit. Tie
producU-,n of lîtmhcr %va% curtaihcd belti in the
Georgian Bay district and in the Ottawva v:îllcy.
For tRie purposes at conmpatissan, wvc give beloiv

I i.tiiýiC*i1.
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Ilc:,îtroke t.unler C ..... 1 t .ito,oc~o
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Tite above figtires arc, in Ille main, relUabilc,
l:ogh in ellc or twa in t .nc wltcrc no0 replie

wav.S receivcd ta aur ricquic.% flor daita i fins heen
asursed that tc cut wvas the ;;Iiie as ini IS)i.
In ninkingr a COnlp:iri-;On Ivitil s-;(7. il 9111st hlc
reimenîbecrec chat the cut or chtat Vear wvas an
unusuîa-lly heavy one, and shawving ani incrensc
aver 1896 of 114,000,000 (cet.

Trite expert af forest produict% front the consular
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the tvcr,"gc cut for twa years oi a fev îihhis iii
WVestern Ontarioa

CVT ole SOME V:Ta xr.t& iîts

liloîil & Etncery t.îtttter Co.,t. c.

i3yttg iaites......................7,huaaî

Ittulleitii................... :30o,Oo 
6

iOO
V'ictoria Hlarbor Ltttnbcr Co.. Vk.-

1o;f R artor ............... 3,000.000f -1 8.iaa.tlot
Sîatit River i.ustîiberC. Ssti

River ... ................. 60,a t,000.0O0
4%. Nl-lllr,ol ', Co., ltgoc

&od 9 Co'.. ttnlbe;aygetll6tto tm 810,0
l.tiveitlîd, tRov, & Wite. M'i lid 7..tioOa410
li tttviill t.tttnbier Co.. ilitntvill -4,auat.ooo

Johns R iarri%ott, Otvctî Sotoii.. .. .oî 4,00,000

River .......... ............ .2.000,000 2,a ,Oî

Cockbirtî & Sos,, Sî;turgeot, t:i3,000.000
l'.htg&tociver, Il?.Irrett . a~a.~u s,otio.tioci

Mhl, ira.,llertelv .. ...... ,0. 3.51itlot
John la. Newtnatt, Wuartuti ..... 0 :.a0o
J. E. Nlirllitlv. lli viwrtlà Staian2.0a.'a *.O0Ot
Goderia ittîer Co.. C-ieieikh.sîlo 3,00.'1o000
C. ttc f~C.,'me:tut.titetioa.ioa .s410,oî00
Reid Bro:., Ileilwrtm Settiosn. .. &i.OtO (itl,tiot
J. Ï. Sitat% v. 'r,nt.îer . -. ........... 000 75î'.a0t0
likIrît & Rowvaî,, 0%wctî souni 5a*' .500.000
J ottes itro%.. W:înrot, ......... t ,500 t. .00,000
Attcirott Fîtrutitutre Co.. I*oti%-

Joitrev c .Li1adsay ........... 3,00o.0tl(a .-. uaa,tuo
i1. (Ca-rgtii & Satn. C.trgill ..... . .5,a.Ok ~îa.
A. G. Setnini, %Vi;mu:on ......... sa. 3.o0L.00
\Vtmt. Vattg. VJintott .. ........ 4.tltul,ta0 .4.oto.titao

Rober & iro i le.rai Traîti Crcek 2.500,000aa

Totter & Gregrory, Celiigwthid. . *.oa .0,0

The linmler production of Ie Ottawa valley- in
1S9 S ivas about 1 1 j.ao,0o0 ect. les-, lianit i tIe
previaus sea:,01n, heittgr, as tîearlv as caît lie esti-
mated uant tlle data it our dispos:aI, 633,000.00o
iect. Il t wrll hic ohscrved that practically :111 tlîe
larger firins reduced thcir output. 'l'le produc-
tion af ite diffe.rent tuills for two vears; %vas as
iaows%,.ý

J. .ianit.Otîîw.........î.îo.a
Gulmoar &Ca..CaLta, tkC . .
I ttt i.t ube C..............6aooia

Ot:w......... . .... 5.o,
li ttkie.bîtsrv i.ututer Co. ;aaîa
\V. C. IEdtwartisaid Co.. Rock-

latalainci Nciv 1E.iitltàrgli. . (5o..a

Si..................................................................................................o.t.aî


