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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

AN EASTER  SERMON.

Timely Words From His Excel-
lency Mgr. Batolli,

THE SAVIOUR'S MESSAGE.

This Laster weck, after nineteen
centuries, humanity is moved once
more and feels the profound impres-
sion of tho death of the man-God ex-
piring in sorrow and pity, Our affec-
tions are once more stirred up, and
perhaps all men in their inner con-
sciousness hear tbe voice of Christ
sullering for all and saying to all:
** Come unto Mo and 1 will refresh
,cu.ll
? All conditions of human life are
reduced to these heads—crime and
puuishment, iwmpiety and cxpiation,
vice and virtue. And these conditions
are found represented in their full
evidinee in the eourse of the pussion
and death of Christ.

The most solemn moment of life is
that neurest death. The last desire
expreesed by the dying has often de-
cided the fate not only of a family, but
of great nations. The Jews recalled
always the last wishes of their pstri-
archs, and were guided by the last
will of David regarding the sucoession
to the throne. Tho Greeks were di-
rected by the last instructions of
Alexander, which decided the future
of all Greece and Asia. With the
Romans the authority was supreme of
the last wills of Augustus and of Con-
stantine. It was fitting that Christ
also on the crcas should express His
dying wish, and he did so in the com-
pendium of seven words, which com-
prisc His whole nussion, His teaching,
Hos 1oty plan for the betterment, not
of cne nation, but of all Lumanity.

CHRIST TO THE PEOPLE.

First — Christ saw from the cross
the human race in a state of profound
corruption and declared that He in-
tended to Lift it out of i3 migery by
meansg of repentance and pardon. He
recogmized the inextingmshable thirst
for happiness vainly sought up to
that time in & precarious materialiem,
and promised to humanity its true
kingdom with the evarlasting fulness
of every joy.

Second—He viewed the urgent ne-
cessity of nature by which man needs
social life, both to defend himpself from
eviland to make more easy the ac-
quirement of good. He called to Him-
self from the tree of the cross not
only individuals, but families, races
and nations, each and every one ; and,
moreover, He intended to constitute
above all nations and of all nations
one society, not indeed political, but
zeligious.  And this He declared when
He gave His own Mother to be the
Mother of all men.

Third—Without doubt human per-
fection is the outcowe of two activities,
which are free will and grace ; that is,
an activity proper to man’s nature and
the co-operating activity of God.
Clirist in Lisfourth and fifth words
indicated the natural activity of man
t0 be thirst of juatice, and promised
the co-operation of God, which should
never abandon to his own helplessnces
the man of good will.

Fourth—Certinly the most import-
ant thing in man’s life is to find the
rigbtdrud. to fulfil his voutgon to his
true destiny assigned him by Provi.
dence. Hapm who can justly
claim to have accomplished their task
and can say with St. Paul, « I bave
runthe race.’ Theimmortalityof glory
shall be the abundant reward given
them by God. Christ in the last of
bis dying words with stronger voioe
signified that tbrough Him and in
Him only should bumanity find the
attainment of its true destiny, and He
strengthened our faith and Teposed it
in the bosom of God, there to expect

its never-ending reward.

ROUHBKAL AND CHRIST,

Tho exprossion of the unbeliever
Rosseau has bLecome celebrated, in
which, comparing the doathof Soorates
with that of Cbrist, ho said: ** The
death of Socrates was that of a phi.
losopher ; the death of Christ that of
a God.” Indoed, there have not heen
Iacking wise and profound thinkers
who, studying the circumstances of the
passion and death of Christ, Lave suc-
oceeded in demonstrating Ilis divinity
from them ; and it would appear that
He Himeelf intended to show Himself
both man and God by His death on
the Cross, for He had predicted that
when He should be erucified e would
draw all humanity to Himself : * And
I, when I shall be hfted up, will draw
all things to Myself.”

The historical stagos of humanity,
from its beginning toits end, are three.
Its Listory begins with its fall, has ite
middle point tn the commencement of
its restoration and will find its com-
pletion in the entire and perfect ful-
filling of the providentia! designs of
God concerning humanity aud the
whole universe. Christ in His suffer-
ing humanity united the beginning
aud the continuation of all the miseries
aud wretchedness of mankind. By
the persenal union of the human with
divine 1 ature He constituted in Him-
self the inexhaustible source of repara.
tion, and in those wondcrlul endow-
ments of infinite wisdow and love
which the Divinity transfused into the
bumanity of Christ He prefigured in
Himself the tinal destiny of the human
race—the destiny marked out for it 1n
the hidden design of God which un-
folds itself in the progress of bhistory,
and which, in compendium, is ex-
plained in those sublime words : ** I'or
80 God hath loved the world that He
bath given His only legotten Son,
that every one wbo believeth in Him
sball not perish, but shall Lave life
everlasting.”

THE NEKD OF WoRsHIP,

Humanity bas need of worship and
of lawe. Worship is nceded in its
relations with the Divinity and with
the supreme principles of 1ts being ;
laws are indispenaable for its social
existence. Christ on the cross has
established worship **in spirit and in
truth,” has completed and set the seal
upon His legislation of justico and
charity.

\What there was of the true and the
good before Chirist was only a prepar
ation and a figurative symbol of Him
and of His mission in the world ful
filled on the cross. Indeed, His own
life, with its miracles and teaching,
was the continuous development of a
plan, beginning at Betblehem and
ending on Calvary, where He fixed
His throne, His cathedral and His
altar. From the moment of Christ's
death nothing was left for humanity
but the evolution and the application
of the work accomplished by Him on
the cross.

Religion and politics, philosophy
and theology, science and art, faith
and reason may justly be considered
88 concentric circles with respect to
Christ, who was the mystic stone fall-
en from heaven into the ocean of the
natural and moral universe, to sgitate
its waters around Himself, to set them
in regular motion snimated by His
8pirit. Therefore St. Paul said that
of all knowiedge, human and divine,
it was gufficient for him * 0 know
Christ and Ghrist crueified,” since in
bim he found all the tremsures of
science and wisdom.

Rev. J. M. Cruise has been appoint-
ed pastor of St. Helen's, Brockton, and
Rev. W. Bergin, pastor of Weston
and Toronto Jnnetion.

The Archbishop of Kingston and
the Bishiops within the Arch?ioeeou of
Toronto and Kingston were the guests
of His Grace Archbishop Walsh for a
few days recently, cngaged in confer-
ence respecting educational and reli.
gious matters of their Province.

A JAPAN HORROR

Kumamoto Leper Mission.

THE SICK ADND DYING,

et ey

Close by 1.. . 0to, there is a
hamlet called flonmioji, from the
name of a pagoda, much frequented by
pious Buddhiets, This pagoda is «lso
the mndezvolun of .“d Ia:ull 0{1 “n:k.
cspecially of lepers and the syphilitie,
'l;:go gather hither from all parts of
tho Empire. The greater part of
these wrotched creatures are outcasts
forever from (heir families, to whom
they have caused dishonor and
tuin. As the people of Kumamoto
are very toleraut in their regard, many
end by establishing themselves for
good in the hamlet, where they form
one of the most pitiable colleations of
beings to be seen in the whole world.

The state of these wretchos is really
terrible. They are piled one on top
of the other in miserable hovels be-
longing to ather poor people, to whom
they pay about a fifth or two-fifths of
a cent oach, daily, for their lodging.
In general, they have only one gar-
ment, but what a garment ! I have
seen in ono of these wretched holes a
poor mother who had no feet, scarcely
any hands, and no other clothing than
an old piece of rag which scarcely
covared half of her shoulders, With
her little naked baby she atrove to
cover the rest of her person.

Those who can still walk, go about
the city and the country begging. The
more skilful succeed on good days in
getting as much as three or four cents.
If they have not gone too far, they
return in the eveming to Honmioji and
sleep in the hovels just deseribed.
Some go a great distance and do not
return for days or weeks. The vil-
lngers treat them with considerable
humanity, but they cannot get s
lodging anywhere ; they have to sleep
in the vestibule of a temple, 1n a
corner of & field, or in the forest on
the naked earth, or on a plank of wood.

To cook the few Landfuls of rice
whick they have begged, they carry a
little saucepan, worth about four or
five cents, and prepare their poor
meal far away from dwelling houses,
wherever they can find a bit of dry
wood to make a fire. Those who
cannot walk, get themselves carricd
or drag themselves to the wide avenue
or the steps leading to the pagoda,
where, from morning to night they
implore the charity of pilgrims snd
passers by. The maximum of their
daily receipts is said to be from two
to threc cents. But often enough,
through {ewness of vigitors or other
causes, they get only a few centimes,
while others get nothing, and many of
these remaiu two or three days with-
out cating,

As aaid above, they sleep in huts or
common sheds. DBut when their
disease reachics a certain stage, they
cxbale such an odor that they become
insupportable to their neighbors, and
then they arc expelled. From this
moment they no iongerappear with the
rest, they sleep outside abandoned by
all, without mat or cover, expoeed to
wind and rain, weeping, groaning,
sighing for death,which generallyisnot
slow in coming. Then nothing is left
bat to bury them. Four or five of
their companions dig a pit. An old
barrel is bonght, the corpee is thrown
into it, and the whole deposited in the
ground, without priest or ceremonies.
A baurial costs eighteen or twenty
cents. But where is the money to
come from? As I have said, some
of them have a little saucepan; this
is sold. Each bas also a rag of cloth-
ing ; of course this eannot bo left in
the bier, 80 it is sold too, and may
fetch eight or ten cents. Then, there
are, beside the hovels, dung heaps,
which are regularly sold to poor farm-
ers of the neighborhood as manure,

and the produce merves to complete
the ocosl of the funeral. .

Some time ago 1 was desirous to
ascertain the history of a certain num
ber of these wretched inhabitants of
Honmioji. Here are some of the du-
tails I obtained : .

1. Furuya Ukichi, of the province
of Nagato, aged 28; a leper. las
thiree brothors, all very wretched, who
arc unable to keep him. Has been
st Honmioji for two years, Came
from home penniless, begging on the
way. If he gets better, says he will
return home, Adds that he has never
seen anybody cured since he came.
Says that he suffers very much

y and that ¢ his soul is very sad.”
Whilst speaking big tears roll down
his cheeks, whioh wero all eaten awny
with leprosy,

2, Uyedas Masuzo, province of Iyo,
aged 84. Has had leprosy since he
was 21, and has been three yoars
blind. Efforts were made to cure hun
at home, and his parents have spont
upon him about $200, constituting
their all.

3. Ayuwara Otohe, of the same
provinoe, 18 years old ; of poor fuwdly,
whio are quite unable to attend to hum.
bas had leprosy only two years, but
is alrcady frightfully disfigured.

4. Fukuzawa Kanekichi, of Sagami
provinee, 28. Eldest of a poor family,
whose support he has been. Has
been a leper three years. Thinks only
of his parents and wonders what they
now do to live. Sleeps in the woods,
on the bare earth, or on a stone.

5. Chikuha Teru, town of Shima-
bara, a girl of 23, has had leprosy
three years. Says her people were
oomfortably off, but have sgent all on
trying to get her cured.

6 Kato Matazo, province of Tsjima,
80. Has only his mother, who brought
him herself to Honmioji. As he can’t
walk, she goes about begging for
him.

7. Nakamura Nami, of district of
Akita, in Higo, girl of 29. Has had
leprosy since shie was 15 ; has no rela.
tions.

8. Tanaka Ribe, province of Sanuki,
38. Has had leprosy for six yeara.
Nobody can remain near him on ac
ocount of offensive odor, so lLe slecp<
in the open air. Cannot walk ; often
has nothing to eat. Appoars to long
to die.

9. Mikoda Ukichi, of Chikugo prov
ince, 25. Has had leprosy since age
of 22. Can walk a little, but cannct
80 beyond precincts of pagoda , begs
alms from pilgrims, eats when he can,
and sleeps outside.

In conclusion. We must try to
save at least the souls of theso ualor-
tunate pagans, who have our own
nature, the nature which belongsalse
to Christ and his Mother, who sre
blessed in all ages! But to save their
souls, we must begin with their bodies.
An hospital is necessary. To found
it will require from $7,000 to $.000;
and to keep it up, abundant resources
yoarly. ist nurses are al%
ueeded {0 go into hospitals and private
houses 30 as to visit and nurse the
sick, instruct and beptize them. Each
one will cost some $GO a year. bosides
alms to distribute to the moat neces-
sithus,

Reader, 1 recommend to y(:;“:i char-
ity our pagans, sick and dying.
He Whmru ised to reward a
cup of cold water, will repay whatever
you do for them. * Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain meroy.”
Agonizing Jeart of Jesus, have pity
on the dying! Mary, health of the
sick and comfort of the sflicted, pray
for us, pray for the sick and dying

8! Amen,
tters reach me direct at the ad-
drees :—Rev. J. M. Corre, Missionary
Apostolic, Kumamoto, Japan, aud
Money-Grders may be ssnt by post,
%r to Fs&b«u Hinard, Dindord othho
oreign Missions, 128 Rue du Bac,
Paris; or to the Father Tressurer.

8¢. John's Seminary, Brighton, Bos-
tom, Mane,, VB




