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mnan will tell the truth at the early stages before the niagistrate,
go as te give time for inquiry, hi% ultimate conviction, if he is
innocent, is almost an irmpo&si bility. 1 will not.say an impos-
sibility, beeause 1 do nlot wish to exaggerate. I have never pre-
tended in all my advoeacy of' the Priqoners' Bivîdence Act that
At was any protection to the gniilty. Youir Lordships do nlot Nvish
te pasi an Act of Parliament fur the proteution of the gifltye
but this particular Act lias heem a great protection to the
innocent.

1 will give your Lordships three of mnan. cases. I tried at
Ipswich an indictmnent against three mien .for grievously assaitli-
ing a poor sailor. On the evidenve of the prosecution. ail three
assaulted hirn, and he did flot know w-hieh one injutred hin.,
From the evidence of the proseeintinn thter , was nt the slightest
possibility of distingnishing b)ettween the three mnen. One of
them, an ex-soldier, asked to give evidenee. He gave bis evi-
dence extremely well. He admîitted he had been there. lie said

* he joined the other two men, but after a few mntsbecame
ashamed of himself anrd asked the other nmen to desist, but as they

* would net he Ieft them. That may or inay net have been the
triie fact, but niy point is that the defence could not possibly
have been put before the jury exeèpt by the prisone.- being
allowed to give evidence.

To give maore recent cases I will quote two that 1 tried at the
Cardiff Assizes two weelcs ago. One was a charge of muirder andi
the other of manslaughter. The former case was eue iu whieli
a wife had been killed in a partielarly brutal inanner. Evidence
of the circumstances under which the injury was donc te the de-
ceased womar. was given by the prisoner himiself iu a way which
commended it te the jury, w-ho redueced the crime frein ninrder-
to nianslaughter; and nothing but the prisoler s evidence eoffld
have donc it. At the same Assizes9 a miax was indicted for
nianslaughter, for stabbing anothor inan in the eye with an
unibrella, whieh led te hi,, death. 'Upon the evidence of those who
saw the affray and of. the docters called for the prosecuition ne
other verdict but one of mrnslanghter eould be given. That
mnan w-ent into the witness box and deseribed that the deeksed..


