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Costing abovo 10 per cent. ofîreccipts

7 36 504,223 62,019
Costing abovo à per cent. of receipts:

22 343 4,393,106 285,241
Costing above 2, per cent. or receipts

5 135 5,13S,546 152,696
Costing less thiai 2. per cent. of' receipts

2 152 2,275,518 55,04
This table shows the distribution

among the enti.e 135 customs oflices of'
the amounnt expended for salaries, wages
and contngeneies, and the meagre re-
turns net a few among tLhom give for se
nuch expenso. c Ind our space pernutted
we might have made known sone cuiosi-
tics of the service; how, for instance,
four officers are busying themselves col-
lectng $99, and receiving for their efforts
$726 from .the Government; at another
point, a collecter, a landing waiter and a
preventive officer benefit tho treasury by
the amountofr $299, and bleed it in re-
turn of $650 for salaries. Seventeon
offices costing the country $S,416 above
their receipts t kecep theni open ought
cvidently te be closed as ports of entry
and placed in charge of' a preventive
officer, if ic situation is sucli tiat a loss
tbrouglh smnuggling ia to bc ipplîeiheled.
A few years ago, the United States cloed
up all the customs offices tlat were not
sel f.supporting, and the example is w'oithy
of imitation.

There does not secim to be a just pro-
portion botween the number of officers in
certain po'ts and the work thereat per-
formed if the amouit of receipts is takeni
as a proof of tlieir activity; roi' instance,

.,Sherbrooko, ivith tw'o olicers, collects
$23,643, and ils expenses arc only 6: per
cent., while Stanstead, with a force or
seven officers, collects but $9,000, and the
expenses of the ofßice are 44 per, cent. or
the receipts ; on the other band, Truro,
Nova Scotia, with four officers, at an ex-
pense or $952, collects $29,333 at a rate
of 3h per cent. Many similar cases rmight
be instanced, but the table above is sufli-
cient te point out how cthe efficiency of
the service might be inproved.

T1HE LUMBERENL.S CONVENTIO .
The lumibermen met at Ottawa on the

11th iîst., and agreed with tolerable
unanimity to a. memorial te the govern-
ment setting forth that increased bur-
thens in the shape of duties on the articles
ised by the lumbermen would inevitably
lead te the stoppage of the industry and
net only cause serious loss te the lumbert
men, but would spread distress among
farmers, neehamnics, sailors, and laborers
now dependeit on it foi- employinenit.

The articles of coiisumpintioti specially
rorerred te in the memio'ial are flour,
pork, com, oats, blanikets,i'oollens, iron,
hardware and steel, and it may be ob-
servecd that the same articles are con-
sumed by those cngaged in lie fishories,
and indecd in every industr'y of' the
country. Tie best security for the lum.
bermen is that it is hardly possible by
any tarif te increase mnaterially the
prices of articles which are staple articles
of export from this continent. The prices
of those articles will contimu( te beire-
gulated, as they aie at present, by the
price in European markets. It is, how-
ever, not undesirable that, in franming the
täriff,' the goverinment should bear in mind
that some of our' most important industries
such as Iiitmber, fisheries, ship building and
many others aie deeply interested in liav.
ing articles of cons«iumption ils cheap as
possible. Wc infer from the reply of thie

îIinister of Finance te the memorial of
the umberers.that lie will b careful net
t ress too leavily on tiese industries.

In thie course et' tlc discussion at the
inceting Mr. Pe-ley reri-irrd te exorbitant
crown ]aid dies exacted by tie governi.
mient el' Oniita rii is' raLheii extraor-
diniary tlîa Wre hoîeuhLIl iha1Ve read q uite
recently im a leading coiniercial paper im
the United States an article in iwhicli the
saine dues were stated tO bc se very
much less than what the Unit.d States
lumbercies hîad te pay, thiat Canada was
enabled to sopply the United States Lo
the great advait.age or the latter, while
the Canadian forest s w'er beinîg rapidly
sti'ippecl of Leiur ltinber. This view is in
accordance witlî whalat Mr. Little lias
repeatedly urged, and we dotibt îuicli
whether i6 would bc souind policy in
itherc the Legislaittres of Ontario or

Quebec to reduce the dlues on the timber
cut on CLôwn linds. We infer froin the
discussion that the western lumbermen
were more decided in favor of a free tradie
pohicy thain those in Uic Ottawa Valley.
Mr. Peter White, M.P., and Mr. Pc.lery
spoke favorably of the .national policy, as
it is termed, which means a general sys-
tem of dutics on' articles o food, coal,and other natuiril products, as %el as on
mnanuf'acturles, while Mr. MillrM.P.P.,
scemed te bc the champion of free trade.
Fortuiiately for tle lumbermnien, the duty
which is likely te piove'thie most oppres-
sive te th consuimers generàlly through-
oe tle Dominiòi, viz., that on coal, will
nôt affect thei. It is hardly possible foi'
the piresent gdvei'rffient te tfrane a tariff
that wilt be entirely s atisfactory te the
lumber, fishiing or ship building iriterests,
but it îmust be bono in mind that ih-
ircsed tauon 1 as becoie ,tbshtely

necessary, and that it is not posible to
lhvi aid'litional 'uties without creating
dis îtisl'action. Te memorial. of the
lumberinen we have little doubt will
strengthen the hands of the government
againlst, the advocates or extremn mca-
suies of protection.

NATIONAL CURIRENCY LEAGUE.

IL iay be questionable whether the or.
ganization which lias been established to
etl'ect the -uin of, the Dominion should be
treated witi.utter contempi. A league
lias been formed with regular officers, and
a country meeting lias been held in Lin.
coln on the call of the warden, which,
though net numerously attended, adopted
resolutions in support of its views. It is
really. lnniliating that at a time when,
after enduiiriiîg during rnany years the evils
attendant on an inconvertible paper
currency moncy, our neighbors have suc-
ceeded in resuiming specie payments with
conmplete success, and are apparently
recovering from the dopression vhich has
so long prevailed, any riumber of people
in Canada should bc se infatuated as to
advocate the very saime description or
curren; y which has produced such calami-
tous results. It is possible that we attach
tue mnuch1 iimiportance to this new league,
but there is s mnuch ignorance prevailing
on ic subjeet of the currency tlat in a
tiie of se'ere depression manly will be
captivated by the declaration that "an
abinidance of ioney creates prosperity."
'Tlic liead.quiarters of tic League are in
St. Call:trines, and il bas a president,
vice-president, secretary and treasurer,
and an eflort .will doubtless be' Made tà
disseiniiate doctrines sinilar to those
which iave been repudiated by our neigh
bors in the- United States, although sup-
ported by men of more mark than any
that bave yet joined the Canadian frater-
nity. We cannotallow ourselve to believe
tlhat the Cturrency Leagu will find any
synpatlisers anong the members of the
Dominion Parliaenint, eiber on one side
or the other, but we think that, a watchful
eye should b kcept over its procecdings,
and that some efforts shall be usedito in-
culeate«souniid information on the subject.

THE TARIFF.

-Judging froi the reports from'Ottawî'a,
ic Finance Minister is likely to explain,

the fiscal policy or the Governmcnt at a
very early day, and we think iW fdr-
tunate that lic iitends doing so, as the
wildest statements have been diàsemi
nated through the pressas to the intentions
of thegovernnient Leading joirnàld in
Neîy York hyc biei indtuced to belieye


