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Costihg above 10 per cent. ‘ofrec'cipﬁs :

a7 136 © 504,223 2,019
Lostmg above 5 per cent. of 1ece1pts
93 348 4,398,106 . 285,241

. Costing above 2} per cent. of recoipts:
5,138,546 152,696
Costing less than 2§ per cent. ol receipts:

5 135

2 52 2,975,518 56,044
This table shows the distribution

among the entire 135 customs oflices of
the amount expended for salaries, wages
and . contingencies, and the meagre re-
turns nob o few among them give for so
much expense. lad our space permitted
we might have made known some curiosi-
ties of the service; how, for instance, |
four officers are busying themselves col-
lecting $409, and receiving for their eflorts
R726 from the Government; at another
point, & collector, a landing waiter and a
preventive officer benefit tho treasury by
the amaunt of $299, and bleed it in re-
turn of $650 for salaries. Seventeon
offices costing the country $5,416 above
their receipts to keep them open ought
evidently to be closed as ports of entry
and placed in charge of -a preventive
officer, if the situation is such that a loss
through smuggling is to be apprehended.
A few years ago, the United States closed
‘up all-the customs offices. that were not
self-supporting, and the e\amplc is worthy
of imitation.

: There does not seem to be a jusb pro-
_portion between the number.of officers in
certain ports and the work thereat per-
formed if the amount of receipts is taken
as a proof” of their activity; for instance,
~Sherbraoke, . with two oflicers, collects
$23,643, and ils expenses are only 6} per
cent., while Stanstead, with a force of
seven officers, collects but $9,000, and ihe
expenses of the office are 44 per. cent. of
the receiptt ; on the other hand, Truro,
Nova Scotia, with four officers, at an ex-
pense of $952, collects $29,333 at a rato
-of 33 per cent. Many similar‘cases miglit
be instanced, but the table above is sufli-

cienti to point out how .the efliciency of-

the service might be improved.

S THE LUMBERMEN'S CONVENTION.
.. The lumbermen met at Ottawa on the
1}th' inst., and agreed  with tolerable
;unammlby 1o 2 memorial to the govern-
‘ment setting forth that increased bur-
thens inthe shapeof duties on the articles

. used by the, lumbermen would inevitably ;

- lead to the stoppage of theindustry; and
' not only cause serious loss to the lumber:
’{men, but would spread distress’ among
; hrmers, mechn.mcs, sailors, and’ Jaborers
‘-‘now dependem on it 1'01 employmenl

The “articles of consumptlon spccl.d]y
referred to in the memorial ‘are ﬂom,
pork, corn, oats, blankets, waollens, iron,
hardwaro” and steel; and it may bo ob-

‘served that the same articles are con-

sumed by those engaged in_ the fisheries,
and' indeed in every industry - of the
country. The best security for the lum-
bermen- is that it is ' hardly possible by
any tavitt to increase matevially the
prices of articles which are staple articles
of export from this continent. The prices
of those articles will continue to bere-
gulated, as they are at present, by the
price’in European marvkets. It is; how-
ever, not undesirable that, in framing the
taritt, the government sliould bear in mind
- that some of our most important industries
such as lumber, fisheries, ship building and
many others are deeply interested in hav.
ing articles of consumption as cheap as
possible.  We infer from the reply of the
Minister of Finance to the memorial of
the lumberers that he will he careful not
to press too heavily on these industries.
In the course of the discussion at the
meeting My, Perley referrid to exorbitant
crown Jand dues exacted by the govern.
ment of Ontario. [t is’ rather extraor-
dinary that we should have read quite
recently in w leading commercial paper in
the Uniled Statos an article in which the
same dues were stated o be so very
much Tess than'what the Unitéd Stales
lumberers had to’pay, .that Canads was
cenabled'to supply the United -States to
the great advantage of the latter, while
‘the Canadiun forests weré’ being apidly
stripped of thicir lumber. 'This view is in
accordance with' what' My, Little has
repeatedly urged; and we doubt miuch
whether it would be sound policy in
‘cither the Tegislulures of Ontavio or
Quebec to reduce the dues on the timber
cut on'Crown lands. We infer from’ the
discussion that the western Jumbermen
were mare decided 'in favor of o frce trade
policy than those in the Ottawa Valley.
Mr. TPeter White, M.F., and Mrv. Perley
spoke favorably of the nabloua] policy, as
it is.termed, “hlch means a general gys.
tem of dutlea on’ articles of food, coal,
- and other natural products, as well as on
nianufactures, ‘while Mr. Milley,” M.P.P,
seemed to be the champlon of free tmdz.
For Lun'tte]y for the lumbermen, the duty
which:is likely to piove the most oppres-
sivé to the consumers genemlly through
out; the'Dominion; viz., that on “coal; will-
‘ndt affect thiem.  Itis h'udly possxble for
‘the' present gover nment to’ frame a: tarifl
that will be entnely smtnsfnctory to ‘the
lumber, fishing or ship, bulldmg mtexests,

“but’ it must. be’ bome in’ mind that™in- .

" dreaged- taxubxon bas" become -quolute]y

Clovy
‘dissatistaction,

necessary, and that it is not possible to
additional ‘duties without creating
The,  memorial’ of the
lumberthen’ we. have little doubt will

“strengthon the hands of the government

against the advocates of oxtlome mea-
sures of plotechon

NATIONAL CURRE NCY LEAGUE.

1L may be questionable whether the or.
ganization which has been estabhshed to
effect the ruin of the Dominion should be
treated with utter contempl. A league
has been formed with regular officers, and
a country meeting has been held in Lin-
coln on - the call of the. warden, which,
though not numemusly 'Lttcndecl a,dopted
resolutions in support, of its views. Tt is
really - humilizting that at a time when,
after enduring during many years the evils
attendant ‘on  an inconvertible paper
currency money, our neighbors have suc-
ceedsd in resuming specie payments with
complete success, and  are apparently
recovering from the dopression which has
s0 long prevailed, any riumber of péohle'
in Canada should be g0 miatuatecl as to
'ulvm ate the very sanie description of
curreney which has produced such calami-
tous resilts. 1t is pogstble that we attach
teo much impux Lance to this new league,
but there is so much ighorance prevailing
on the sub]cct of the currency that in a
time 'of gevere depression” mang will be
captivated by the declaration that “an
abundance of money creates plospeut\' ’
The head-quarters of the League are in
St. Cathavines, and it has - president,
vice-president, secretary and: treagurer,
and’ an-etfort, will doubtless be miade {6
disseininate doctrines -similar to those
which bave been repudiated by our neigh-
bors in the United States,: although sup-
ported by men of more mark than any
that have yot 1omod the Canadian frater-
pity. We cannotallow ourselves to believe
that the Cwrrency League will find any
sympathisers among the members'kbf the
Dominion Parliament, either on one side .
or the other, but we think thata watchful
eye should be. Lkept over its ploceedmgs,
and that some efforts shall be used to in-

‘cu[catc sound mf‘mmmuon on the sub]cct

. THE TARI‘FF.

\“'Jw,lgin'g from the veports from'Qttawa,
the Finance Minister-is likely to explain
the fiscal policy of ‘the Government at'a
very early ‘day, and" we think it for-

: tunate that he mtends doing 80,. as - the

wildest statements have been: didserni- -
nated bhrough the pressas to the intentions
of - the governinent. ‘Leading ;oumnls in

Now 'Y U!k lmve bem) mduced to belleve
L)




